《Everett’s Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures – John (Vol. 2)》(Gary H. Everett)
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-18 

The Third Miracle: The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda- The third miracle that John records in His Gospel is the healing of the lamb man by the Pool of Bethesda. John 5:1-18 is similar to John 2:12-22 in the fact that Jesus' miracles gave Jesus an opportunity to testify of His deity. Both John 2:12-22 and John 5:1-18 also show Jesus" rejection by the Jews in Jerusalem. This secondary theme of Jesus" rejection by the Jews is woven into the more dominant theme that Jesus is the Son of God, the "I Am."

How Jesus Ministered Healing to the Lame Man - When Jesus meets the impotent man who had been lame for thirty-eight years He asked him if he desired to be healed. Jesus was looking for this man's point of faith for healing. This man believed that he needed man's help in order to receive his healing. He also believed that he needed the angel and the stirring of the waters. This was his point of faith. Jesus then gives him a spoken word so that this man could refocus his faith in the Word of God. Jesus heard this man confess his desire to be healed and so He gave him a command to respond to. As this man obeyed the word he heard, not understanding that this was Jesus Christ, the Son of God, healing took place. What hope did the multitudes of others have who were lame and impotent lying nearby to witness this miracle? Marilyn Hickey said that the Lord spoke to her and said that it only took one miracle for them to see, and if they too would respond in faith to the words of Jesus, they too could receive their miracles. 163]

163] Marilyn Hickey, Today With Marilyn and Sarah (Englewood, Colorado: Marilyn Hickey Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Prophetic of Healing Pools Across the World - In his book Journey Into The Miraculous Todd Bentley gives to us a unique insight into the story of the pool of Bethesda. We know from the Scriptures that an angel came down a certain seasons and troubled the waters so that there was a healing anointing to all who touched these waters. Mr. Bentley was caught up in a vision over North America and he saw in the spirit small rain clouds pouring down healing rain over certain areas. When he asked the Holy Spirit what this means, the Lord said, "I am releasing the pools of Bethesda. This is the release of John 5:1-4." He then saw angels being sent from heaven upon this last day generation and there rose up many ministries and churches that ministered in this healing anointing. In some of these places, healing revivals broke out and spread like fire. The Lord told him that these miracles and healings are for those churches and ministries that will fervently cry out for the rain, like Elijah on the mountain in 1 Kings 18:41-46. 164]

164] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 156.

John 5:1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
John 5:1 — Comments - The six feast sections of John's Gospel ( John 2:1 to John 11:54) have distinct transitional statements regarding Jesus journeying to a Jewish feast and retreating after manifesting Himself as the Son of God ( John 2:2; John 2:12; John 5:1; John 6:1; John 7:1-9; John 10:23). The seventh miracle of the Resurrection also begins with a similar statement of Jesus arriving at a feast ( John 11:55 to John 12:1).

John 5:1 — Comments- John 5:1 begins a new section of John's Gospel by referring to a third feast, with the first two being mentioned in John 2:1 and John 2:13. However, we are not told which particular feast is taking place in Jerusalem in this verse.

John 2:1, "And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:"

John 2:13, "And the Jews" passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,"

John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 
John 5:2 — "Now there is at Jerusalem" - Comments- In the Greek text, the name "Jerusalem" appears in the plural in John 5:2 while being written in the singular form in the previous verse ( John 5:1). Andreas J. Kösterberger offers the suggestion that the plural form refers to "the precincts of Jerusalem." 165] The city of Jerusalem is often written in the dual form in the Hebrew Old Testament Scriptures, which scholars believe reflects the "two-fold" aspect of the ancient city, upper and lower city, or the eastern and western portions (TDNT). The only way to translate the Hebrew dual form of Jerusalem into Greek is to use the plural, which we find used in John 5:2.

165] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 177.

John 5:2 — "by the sheep market a pool" - Word Study on "the sheep market" - Strong says the Greek word προβατικό ς (G 4262) means, "relating to sheep, i.e. a gate through which they were led into Jerusalem." The English word "market" used in the KJV does not appear in the Greek text. Thus, most scholars and modern versions render this phrase "the sheep gate." This Greek word is only used once in the New Testament, being found in John 5:2.

Comments- We find a reference to such a sheep gate in Jerusalem in Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 3:32; Nehemiah 12:39.

Nehemiah 3:1, "Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel."

John 5:2 — "which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda" - Word Study on "Bethesda" - The Greek name βηθεσδά (G 964) means, "house of kindness" (Strong), or "house of mercy" (BDAG). Strong says it is derived from two Hebrew words, בַּיִת (H 1004), which means, "house" (Strong), and חֶסֶד (H 2617), which means, "kindness" (Strong). This word is used one time in the New Testament, being found in John 5:2.

Comments - Although a number of variant readings to this name are found in ancient manuscripts, 166] the name βηθεσδά has the support of the majority of manuscripts. These variant readings could have arisen when copyists attempted to transliterate these Hebrew or Aramaic names into Greek.

166] Adam Clarke, John , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on John 5:2.

John 5:2 — "having five porches" - Word Study on "porches" - Strong says the Greek word στοά (G 4745) means, "a colonnade, or interior piazza." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "porch 4."

Comments- That Isaiah , "five cloistered walks," as John Gill and others render it. 167] These covered areas would have been convenient for those who were sick and in need of shelter from the sun and rain.

167] John Gill, John , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on John 5:2.

John 5:3 — Comments- In John 5 :2 John tells us the name of a particular pool in Jerusalem called Bethesda, as well as its location and description. Most conservative scholars today follow early Church tradition, which tells us that John wrote his Gospel near the end of the first century, decades after Titus destroyed the city of Jerusalem in A.D 70. Tradition tells us that John was overseeing the churches of Asia Minor at this time, having departed from Jerusalem. This would explain why John takes the time to describe the pool, location, as well as its name to a largely Gentile readership in John 5:2.

John 5:3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 
John 5:4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 
John 5:3-4 — Comments- Variant Readings- The words "waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had," found in John 5:3-4 are missing from all ancient manuscripts dated prior to the fourth century. Thus, many scholars believe that this statement is a gloss that was added later to the text in an attempt to explain why these people gathered at the pool of Bethesda. This explains why many modern translations omit these words.

John 5:5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
John 5:6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
John 5:6 — "When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case" - Comments- In John 5:6 the Bible says that Jesus knew that this man had been a long time in his condition. He knew it by one of the gifts of the Spirit called "a word of knowledge." This is why Jesus is about to say to the Jewish leaders, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Song of Solomon , and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel." ( John 5:19-20) This healing served as a sign and a wonder to testify that Jesus was the Son of God, in order that the Jews might believe in Him.

John 5:7 The impotent man answered him, Sirach , I have no Prayer of Manasseh , when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 
John 5:8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
John 5:9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 
John 5:10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 
John 5:11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 
John 5:12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 
John 5:13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 
John 5:13 — Comments- John tells us that on at least four occasions Jesus withdrew Himself away quietly in order to avoid a conflict with the Jews. 

John 5:13, "And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place."

John 8:59, "Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

John 10:39, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,"

John 12:36, "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them."

Jesus knew that His time was not yet, and so He deliberately avoided them.

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

However, when His time had come, He willingly gave Himself over into the hands of man.

John 5:12-13 — Comments - The Ingratitude of the Lamb Man that was Healed- Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding the man that was healed at the pool of Bethesda. The fact that he did not remember Jesus' name reflected his ingratitude. 

"There are many who are so wanting in gratitude that whatever blessings are bestowed upon them, even to the extent of miracles being performed for their benefit, they still remain dissatisfied and ungrateful. Such people can never be used for the service and blessing of others, but are like the man whom I healed after he had suffered for thirty-eight years from an incurable disease, for instead of being grateful and believing on Me he did not even trouble to remember My name (John v 12-13). From such people the world can hope for no blessing; it comes only from those who, like the poor widow, are ready to give up all they have, even all their living (Luke xxi 2-4)." 168]

168] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line], accessed 26 October 2008, available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "IV Service," section 2, part 7.

John 5:14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. 
John 5:14 — "sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" - Comments- Often when people are healed during revivals and crusades, an individual will lose that miraculous healing. This verse in John 5:14 tells us the reason why a person can lose his healing afterwards. These spirits of infirmity can return after being cast out if a person gives place to it by sin. Jesus teaches us in Luke 11:14-26 that when a demon returns to the house in which he was cast out, he will bring seven other demons more powerful than himself in an attempt to keep control of this abode.

John 5:15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. 
John 5:15 — Comments- Within each of the six feast sections is found a miracle that testifies of Jesus' deity. We find six of these miracles ending with a statement that many believed in Him because of these miracles ( John 2:11; John 4:53-54; John 5:15; John 6:14; John 9:38; John 11:45). The seventh miracle ends with a similar statement ( John 20:29).

John 2:11, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."

John 4:53-54, "So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come out of Judaea into Galilee."

John 6:14, "Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world."

John 9:38, "And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him."

John 11:45, "Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him."

John 20:29, "Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed."

John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 
John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 
John 5:17 — Comments- Jesus obeyed His Heavenly Father when He operated in the gifts of the Spirit. Within the context of this passage of Scripture, Jesus healed a lame man. Unfortunately, Jesus was now being persecuted for His obedience to the Father.

John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.
John 5:18 — Comments- The Jewish leaders had passed judgment upon Jesus Christ, accusing and condemning Him of two crimes: He had broken the Sabbath by healing the lame Prayer of Manasseh , and He has blasphemed God by equating Himself with God when He called God His Father.



Verses 1-47 

The Third Miracle (Justification) (The Four-Fold Testimony: Jesus Testifies that All Witnesses Justify His Claim as the One who Brings Salvation to Mankind) - The emphasis of John 5:1-47 is Jesus' testimony of His justification by God the Father as the Son of God, and of man's justification through faith in Him. At the third feast of the Jews Jesus heals the man at the Pool of Bethesda ( John 5:1-18). The healing of the lame man testifies of Jesus' justification by God when He publically calls God His Father. With this third miracle, Jesus had an opportunity to declare to the Jews His deity through His own testimony as well as the four-fold testimonies of John the Baptist, His works, God the Father, and the Scriptures ( John 5:19-47). In first major confrontation with the Jewish leaders about this miracle, He calls for men to believe in Him as the Son of God by testifying of Himself, and through the four-fold testimony of John the Baptist, of His miracles, of the Father, and of the Old Testament Scriptures. These testimonies reveal man's need for justification through faith in Him, which is the underlying theme of John 5:1-47. It is through God the Father we have been given the four-fold testimonies by which man must believe unto salvation. Our response to this third miracle is to believe the four-fold witness of Jesus' divinity as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ. If we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we will embrace this four-fold testimony that justifies His divinity.

Outline- Here is a suggested outline:

1. The Third Miracle (Healing at the Pool of Bethesda) — John 5:1-18
2. Jesus Testifies of Himself — John 5:19-30
3. Jesus Gives the Jews Four Witnesses of Himself — John 5:31-47
a) Testimony of John the Baptist — John 5:32-35
b) Testimony of His Works — John 5:36
c) Testimony of the Father — John 5:37-38
d) Testimony of the Scriptures — John 5:39-47
The Difference in Jesus' Miracles in Judea Compared to Galilee - It is important to understand that Jesus wrought miracles in His Galilean ministry primarily by the faith of His hearers; but in Jerusalem and Judea, He often operated in demonstration of the Spirit and of power by the gifts of the Spirit. This is because He was in the midst of the doubting Jewish leaders, who had no faith to believe His words. This is why He is about to tell the Jews, "and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel." ( John 5:20), and "these things I say, that ye might be saved." ( John 5:34) In other words, if these doubting Jews would not believe His words, then perhaps they would believe in Him because of His miracles. Oh, how God loves all people and makes provision for all to believe.

Within this context, we can understand why Jesus healed the man at the pool Bethesda. In John 5:6 the Bible says that Jesus knew that this man had been a long time in his condition. He knew this by one of the gifts of the Spirit called "a word of knowledge." This is why Jesus is about to say to the Jewish leaders, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Song of Solomon , and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel." ( John 5:19-20) Thus, Jesus was performing a miracle for those who doubted Him so that they, too, would believe and be saved.



Verses 19-47 

Jesus' Testimony to the Jews: the Four-Fold Witness of His Deity - The story of the healing of the man at the Pool of Bethesda brings a challenge from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem as to Jesus' authority to work miracles on the Sabbath. Therefore, in John 5:19-47 Jesus Christ replies to this challenge from the Jewish leaders by testifying of the four-fold witness to His deity that gives Him the authority over the Sabbath, and allows Him to call God His Father. Within this four-fold testimony Jesus declares that the Jewish leaders had rejected John the Baptist' testimony of Christ, that they had rejected the witness of His miracles, that they had rejected the voice of the Father from heaven at His baptism, and that they had rejected the testimony of the Scriptures concerning the Messiah. Jesus places the most emphasis on the testimony of Scriptures, since this is the area that the Jews spent the most time searching. Therefore, with each witness, He condemns the Jews; thus, vindicating Himself, and condemning the Jews.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Jesus Testifies of Himself — John 5:19-31
2. Testimony of John the Baptist — John 5:32-35
3. Testimony of His Works — John 5:36
4. Testimony of the Father — John 5:37-38
5. Testimony of the Scriptures — John 5:39-47
John 5:19-31 — Jesus Testifies of Himself - John 5:19-31 give us Jesus' defense of His authority to heal on the Sabbath based on His Sonship with the Father. Since the Jews were rejecting His own testimony, Jesus gives them four additional testimonies to support His claim to divinity in the passage that follows ( John 5:32-47).

The Father Has Given Jesus the Authority to Judge All Things - Within the passage of the testimony of the Jesus to the Jews, He uses the word "judgment" five times [the verb κρί νω (G 2919) once, and the noun κρί σις (G 2920) four times] as the means by which mankind will understand His Sonship with God the Father. All judgment has been given unto Jesus Christ by His Heavenly Father. Within the context of this passage, the word "judgment" refers to all forms by which Jesus will judge mankind, but especially the event of the Great White Throne Judgment, which is clearly referred to in John 5:29.

John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 
John 5:19 — Comments- Jesus is now faced with an accusation by the Jews that He has declared Himself to be equal with God, which accusation was true. Jesus Christ had spent a lot of time talking about God being His "Father." Jesus will now testify to the Jewish leaders about His deity ( John 5:19-30), followed by four witnesses beside Himself to prove that this claim are true and that He is the Son of God ( John 5:31-47). In this discourse, He will tell them about the testimonies of John the Baptist, of His works and miracles, of the Father and of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

John 5:20 For the Father loveth the Song of Solomon , and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.
John 5:20 — "and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel." - Comments- Jesus told the Pharisees in John 5:20 that the Father would work miracles through Him so that they may marvel. Thus, miracles are for the unbelievers as a witness to the truth that is being preached. See: 

John 6:14, "Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world."

As we examine Mark's Gospel, which emphasizes the proclamation of the Gospel with signs following, we find many verses where the people marveled or feared after witnessing the miracles of Jesus Christ ( Mark 1:22; Mark 1:27; Mark 2:12; Mark 4:41; Mark 5:15; Mark 5:20; Mark 5:42; Mark 6:2; Mark 6:6; Mark 6:51; Mark 7:37). 

John 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 
John 5:21 — Comments- Within the context of this discourse, Jesus is talking about a spiritual rebirth for those who believe in Him ( John 5:24-29.)

John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no Prayer of Manasseh , but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 
John 5:23 That all men should honour the Song of Solomon , even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 
John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
John 5:24 — "shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" - Comments- One morning the Lord led me to make a confession of my sinfulness in having judged others. He quickened to me Romans 2:1-3. After acknowledging my sins, the Lord quickened to me this verse in John 5:24. 

Romans 2:1-3, "Therefore thou art inexcusable, O Prayer of Manasseh , whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. And thinkest thou this, O Prayer of Manasseh , that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?"

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

1 John 3:14, "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death."

John 5:24 — Comments- Paul described this same experience of passing from death unto life as described in John 5:24 by saying, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:" ( Colossians 1:13)

John 5:25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now Isaiah , when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 
John 5:25 — "The hour is coming" - Comments- Throughout the Gospel of John Jesus uses the phrase "the hour" to refer to His resurrection and ascension to the Father. In John 5:25; John 5:28-29 He uses it in reference to the resurrection of the saints.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

John 5:28, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,"

Ezekiel 37:5, "Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:"

John 5:26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 
John 5:27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 
John 5:27 — Comments- The greatest testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is the fact that He will judge the world at the Great White Throne Judgment.

John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
John 5:29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
John 5:29 — Comments- Paul the apostle speaks of the resurrection of the saints, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:" ( 1 Thessalonians 4:16)

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 
John 5:31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 
John 5:31 — Comments- After testifying of Himself, and His relationship with God the Father, Jesus prepares to give the Jews four additional witnesses of His deity. Jesus is not saying in John 5:31 that His testimony lacks truth. Rather, since in a court of law one witness is not valid, He does not expect the Pharisees to receive His testimony standing alone. He then proceeds to give them four other witnesses stating that He is the Son of God ( John 5:32), that of John the Baptist ( John 5:33-47), His miracles ( John 5:36), that of the Heavenly Father ( John 5:37-38) and the Old Testament Scriptures ( John 5:39-40). Therefore, Jesus is not saying that His words are false, but that they are not a valid witness by themselves. He will later say in John 8:14 that His testimony is true.

John 8:14, "Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go."

John 5:32-35 — The Testimony of John the Baptist - John 5:31-35 gives us Jesus' defense of His authority to heal on the Sabbath based on the testimony of John the Baptist.

John 5:32 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 
John 5:33 Ye sent unto John , and he bare witness unto the truth. 
John 5:34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 
John 5:34 — "I do not receive testimony from man" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Galatians 1:1, "Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by Prayer of Manasseh , but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)"

John 5:35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 
John 5:36 — The Testimony of Jesus' Works- John 5:36 gives us Jesus' defense of His authority to heal on the Sabbath based on the testimony of His works, which were His miracles.

John 5:36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.
John 5:36 — Comments- The miracles recorded in John 4-5 are the witnesses of Jesus" divinity that He refers to in this verse.

John 5:37-38 — The Testimony of the Father - In John 5:37-38 Jesus gives the Jews a third witness as to His deity, that of God the Father.

John 5:37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 
John 5:37 — "And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me" - Comments- The Father spoke from heaven at the water baptism of Jesus:

Matthew 3:17, "And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased."

The Father also spoke from heaven on the Mount of Transfiguration:

Matthew 17:5, "While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him."

The Jews did not acknowledge this voice, nor did they see God when He spoke, as Jesus says in John 5:37
John 5:38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 
John 5:39-47 — The Testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures- John 5:39-47 gives us Jesus' defense of His authority to heal on the Sabbath and call God His Father based upon the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures.

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 
John 5:39 — Comments - Jesus demonstrated the Christocentric message of the Old Testament when talking with the two on the road to Emmaus ( Luke 24:13-35). While walking with these two disciples, Jesus explained how He fulfilled all of the prophecies of the Old Testament Scriptures ( Luke 24:25-27).

Luke 24:25-27, "Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself."

Peter makes a similar statement of the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures in Acts 3:24 when preaching in the Temple.

Acts 3:24, "Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days."

John 5:40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 
John 5:39-40 — Comments - The Deception of the Pharisees Regarding the Scriptures- In John 5:39 Jesus told the Pharisees to search the Scriptures. They had been deceived into thinking that life and peace and happiness could be found by following rigid rules and traditions, such as rituals of washings and Sabbath day rests. The purpose of the Scriptures was to point mankind to Christ wherein dwells life, but they were not coming to Jesus so that they might have this life. Thus, the Old Testament is the foreknowledge of the coming of Christ Jesus.

The nation of Israel had been given the special covenant with God and had been given the divine oracles of God in order to serve Him as a testimony to other nations who had forsaken God. Instead, Israel had missed its purpose and gone the ways of a fallen race.

Illustration- One morning, December 30, 2000, the Lord quickened John 5:39-40 to me as I awoke. I had been doing a lot of Bible studies over the past week, and very little prayer. The Lord showed me that the phrase "Search the Scriptures," refers to Bible Study and the phrase "come to Me," refers to prayer. The Lord was showing me that I must spend time in prayer as well as Bible study, so that I would not develop that patterns that the Pharisees developed.

John 5:41 I receive not honour from men. 
John 5:42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. 
John 5:43 I am come in my Father"s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. 
John 5:43 — "I am come in my Father's name" - Comments- Jesus came in the name and authority of His Heavenly Father. We come in the name of Jesus, with His authority. A man's wife comes in her husband's name. 

Illustration- When a wife comes of the bank to sign a cheque, she signs it in the name of her husband, because that name has been given to her to use his authority any time she needs it. 

Scripture Reference- Note also:

1 Corinthians 11:3, "But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God."

John 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 
John 5:44 — Comments- People are either seeking fame or faith, fame by pleasing men, or faith by pleasing God. A person cannot seek both at the same time.

John 5:45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 
John 5:46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 
John 5:46 — Comments- The writings of Moses include the first five books of the Old Testament, called the Pentateuch. In them are found a number of passages that refer to the Messiah. Jesus tells the two on the road to Emmaus that He is found throughout the Old Testament. Philip and Paul the apostle also mentioned that Jesus the Messiah is found in the Law of Moses and the prophets ( John 1:45, Acts 26:22). Jesus is first mentioned as the "seed of woman", a reference to Christ's incarnation and virgin birth. Jesus is the seed of Abraham through which all nations will be blessed, a reference to the grafting in of the Gentiles ( Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 18:18; Genesis 22:18; Genesis 28:14). For Jacob Jesus is Shiloh, the sceptre and lawgiver of Judah, a reference to Jesus' office as King of Kings and Lord of Lords ( Genesis 49:10). Balaam said Jesus was the Star out of Jacob and the Sceptre out of Israel, referring to Jesus' Jewish blood and His office as King of the Jews ( Numbers 24:17). Moses declared that Jesus would be a prophet like himself, referring to Christ's Coming to lead Israel and the Church into their promised land of Heaven, and of His prophetic earthly ministry in proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven ( Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:18-19). The fiery serpent in the wilderness was figurative of Jesus being lifted up in the preaching of the Gospel ( Numbers 21:8-9). Jesus became the cursed one hanging upon the tree, referring to His Crucifixion redeem all mankind ( Deuteronomy 21:23, Galatians 3:13-14). Jesus is High Priest after the order of Melchisedec, referring to His present-day ministry as our Great High Priest ( Hebrews 7:1-28). The articles and ministry of the Tabernacle in the wilderness testify of the fullness of Christ's work of redemption for mankind ( Hebrews 8:1 to Hebrews 10:18). Paul explains that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law ( Romans 10:4). (This list is taken from The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.)

Luke 24:27, "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself."

John 1:45, "Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

Acts 26:22, "Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:"

Genesis 3:15, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

Genesis 12:1-3, "Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father"s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."

Genesis 18:18, "Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?"

Genesis 22:18, "And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice."

Genesis 28:14, "And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed."

Genesis 49:10, "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."

Numbers 21:8-9, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any Prayer of Manasseh , when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived."

Numbers 24:17, "I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth."

Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;"

Deuteronomy 18:18-19, "I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him."

Deuteronomy 21:23, "His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance."

Galatians 3:13-14, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith."

Romans 10:4, "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth."

John 5:47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?
John 5:47 — Comments- Jesus was not telling the Jews in John 5:47 that they had to understand the full revelation of Christ in the Old Testament in order to believe the words of Moses or Jesus. In Galatians 3:19-29 Paul explains how the Law served as our "schoolmaster" leading us to Christ. The Law reveals man's sinful nature by his failure to fulfill its requirements and man's need of a redeemer. If the Jews would have acknowledged their failure in fulfilling the principles of the Law, then they would have been looking for the Messiah. This is the testimony of the Scriptures that Jesus discusses in John 5:39-47.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-15 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand: The Testimony of Indoctrination by the Holy Spirit (Fourth Miracle) ( Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17) - In John 6:1-15 we find the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand. Jesus will later use this miracle to testify to His disciples and to the Jews in John 6:22-71 that He Himself is the true bread of life that comes from Heaven. This bread of life that Jesus offers refers to our daily need to partake of His Word. Therefore, this miracle testifies to the part of our spiritual journey called Indoctrination, which follows the previous section in John's Gospel ( John 5:1-47) emphasizing justification through faith in Jesus Christ.

Symbolic Meaning of the Bread- Notes these insightful words of Frances J. Roberts regarding the symbolic meaning of the bread: 

"It is a joy to My heart when My children rely upon Me. I delight in working things out for thee, but I delight even more in thee thyself than in anything I do to help thee. Even Song of Solomon , I want you to delight in Me just for Myself, rather than in anything ye do for Me. Service is the salvage of love. It is like the twelve baskets of bread that were left over. The bread partaken of was like fellowship mutually given; and the excess and overflow was a symbol of service. I do not expect thee to give to others until ye have first thyself been a partaker. I will provide you with plentiful supply to give if ye first come to receive for thine own needs. This is in no way selfishness. It is the Law of Life. Can the stalk of corn produce the ear unless first it receive its own life from the parent seed? No more can ye produce fruit in thy ministry except ye be impregnated with divine life from its source in God Himself. It was from the hands of the Christ that the multitudes received bread. From His hands ye also must receive thy nurture, the Bread of Life to sustain thy health and thy life.

"Let Him fully satisfy thy soul-hunger, and then thou shalt go forth with a full basket on thine arm. Twelve baskets there were ( Matthew 14:20). One for each disciple. There will always be the multitudes to be fed, but the few called to minister. This is by My own arrangement. As the Scripture says: Do not many desire to be teachers, for thereby is attached more heavy responsibility ( James 3:1)." 169]

169] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 153-4.

Jesus' Touch- As Jesus touched the bread, it brought life to the loaves and they multiplied, much like the rod of Aaron's that budded when placed into the Ark of the Covenant.

The Ministry of Helps- The principle of the ministry of helps is seen in this story. The twelve disciples were helping Jesus to distribute the bread. As the blessing and anointing was flowing through Jesus Christ to break the bread, so was this anointing imparted unto the disciples as they took of this bread and broke it and saw it multiply by their hands also. Noting that this event took place late in the day, Jesus would not have had time to break enough bread himself to feed the five thousand. The disciples were clearly breaking the bread they had received from Jesus. This story teaches us that there is an anointing imparted as we serve in the ministry of helps. 

The Divine Principle of Thankfulness- Today in Israel, tour guides will suggest that there were about 40 ,000 people present at this time that were feed miraculously. In this story, we see a divine principle that will work in our lives. Jesus took what small provision His Heavenly Father provided and gave God thanks for it. God was then able to bless what He had and cause it to multiply. Our Father will do the same for us. We are to be thankful for what we presently have and serve Him so that He can bless and multiply our provision.

John 6:1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 
John 6:1 — Comments - The six feast sections of John's Gospel ( John 2:1 to John 11:54) have distinct transitional statements regarding Jesus journeying to a Jewish feast and retreating after manifesting Himself as the Son of God ( John 2:2; John 2:12; John 5:1; John 6:1; John 7:1-9; John 10:23). The seventh miracle of the Resurrection also begins with a similar statement of Jesus arriving at a feast ( John 11:55 to John 12:1).

Comments - The Sea of Galilee was called the Sea of Chinnereth (Chinneroth) in the Old Testament ( Numbers 34:11, Joshua 12:3; Joshua 13:27), and it probably took this name from the city of Chinnereth ( Deuteronomy 3:17, Joshua 11:2; Joshua 19:35). Thus, it is called the lake of Gennesaret in Luke 5:1.It is most often called the sea of Galilee by the Evangelists ( Matthew 4:18; Matthew 15:29; Mark 1:16; Mark 7:31; John 6:1), which name is found as far back as Joshua 20:7. It was also named the sea of Tiberias ( John 6:1; John 6:23; John 21:1) after a nearby city founded by Herod Antipas around A.D 17-18 in honor of his patron Tiberius. 170] Thus, the sea was known by all three names during the first century. Since John is the only one who refers to it as the sea of Tiberias, this name may have not been use until later the first century.

170] Josephus writes, "And now Herod the tetrarch, who was in great favor with Tiberius, built a city of the same name with him, and called it Tiberias. He built it in the best part of Galilee, at the lake of Gennesareth." (Antiquities 1823)

Some scholars believe Jesus travelled from the west side of the lake to the east side in John 6:1, and sat on the hillside in the region known today as the Golan Heights. 171]

171] Andreas Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 199-200.

John 6:2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 
John 6:2 — Comments - The public ministry of Jesus Christ reached its peak of popularity during the miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand, as the multitudes around Galilee followed Him. At the end of the narrative section in John 6:60-66 many disciples forsook Him. Jesus will be left standing in the synagogue of Capernaum asking His closest disciples if they will forsake Him also ( John 6:67-71). Jesus' miracles have brought attention to His message, but not commitment from His followers.

John 6:3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 
John 6:3 — Comments - John 6:3 is similar to Jesus going on a mountain to teach the Sermon on the Mount to His disciples ( Matthew 5:1).

Matthew 5:1, "And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:"

Many of these disciples are about to forsake Jesus because of the declaration that He is the Bread of Life ( John 6:60-71). Throughout the Gospel of John , Jesus progressively reveals further aspects of His divinity that relate to man's redemption. These disciples accepted Jesus in His early ministry, believing Him to be the Messiah who was sent from God because of the many miracles He wrought. They believed in Him in order to please God; for many heard John the Baptist preaching and declaring Jesus as the Lamb of God who was sent by God. However, to accept the fact that a Jew's entrance into Heaven was dependent upon following Jesus was a bit too much to digest in their hearts and minds. There had never been a prophet in Jewish history upon whom their salvation was dependent. Many of these disciples felt they could be right with God apart from following this prophet sent from God. A commitment to follow Jesus the rest of their lives and serve Him was too much to make. These disciples were caught up in the popular consensus of following Jesus because of His miracles, but this was about to change. In the lengthy discourse contained in this narrative section, Jesus will call these disciples into a deeper commitment of faith in Him as the Son of God upon whom their eternal salvation and daily teachings will depend. A few will continue following Jesus, but many will depart.

John 6:4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 
John 6:4 — Comments - The apostle John records three Passovers in his Gospel ( John 2:23; John 6:4; John 11:55), which tells us that the public ministry of Jesus Christ lasted around three years.

John 2:23, "Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did."

John 6:4, "And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh."

John 11:55, "And the Jews" passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves."

John 6:5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philippians , Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 
John 6:5 — "When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him" - Comments - Jesus was in a relatively open area and He saw the people coming towards Him and gathering into a crowd. John 6:5 describes a sudden event in Jesus' public ministry when He lifted up His eyes and saw. Probably at this moment, the Father gave Jesus a word of wisdom on how to handle the hungry crowd, so He turns to Philip to see if any of the twelve had faith to believe that God would meet this need. 

"he saith unto Philippians , Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat" - Comments - At the time of the institution of the manna in the wilderness, Moses asks the Lord a similar question, saying, "Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat." ( Numbers 11:13)

John 6:6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 
John 6:6 — Comments - Only the Gospel of John tells us that Jesus knew what He was about to do because the Father had shown Him; thus, the emphasis upon the relationship of Jesus with the Father. Jesus Christ knew the story of the widow of Zarephath found in 1 Kings 17:8-16, how God supplied her food during the years of the famine, and that of Elisha feeding the one hundred men with an offering unto the Lord in 2 Kings 4:42-44. He knew of God's miraculous provision when a person took what little they had and offered thanks unto God. God the Father had given Jesus a word of wisdom on how to handle this situation. Jesus is simply doing what He has seen in His spirit from the Father ( John 5:19).

John 5:19, "Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise."

John 6:7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 
John 6:7 — Comments - One δηνά ριον (denarius) was considered a day's wages. 172] Therefore, two hundred denarii would have been over half of a year's wages.

172] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 201.

John 6:8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter"s brother, saith unto him, 
John 6:9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 
John 6:9 — Comments - The Gospel of John tells us that there was a small boy in the crowd who has some food. He was willing to offer it unto Jesus and His disciples. We know that there were others who had brought some small portions of food with them, but had not offered it, probably because they did not think that it was enough to help the situation. God can take our smallest gifts and work mighty miracles with it if we will only be willing to offer it unto Him.

Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding the lad with the loaves and fishes.

"Sometimes when there is some great act of service to be done, I choose for My purpose those who are little esteemed in the eyes of the world, for they make no boast of their own power or Wisdom of Solomon , but putting their entire trust in Me, and accounting what little ability they possess as of no great value, they devote all they have and are to My work for men (1Cor. i 26-30). For instance, when I fed in the wilderness five thousand men with five loaves and two fishes, you will remember that I did not perform this miracle by the agency of My disciples, for they were full of doubt and perplexity and wished to send the multitude away hungry (John vi 9). My servant on that occasion was a little lad whom I had cured of the palsy. Filled with a desire to hear My words he determined to follow Me. His poor mother wrapped up in his clothes some barley cakes and dried fish, enough for two or three days journey, so when inquiry was made for food for the multitude this faithful little lad at once brought all that he had and laid it at the disciples' feet. Though there were wealthy people there who had with them much better food, such as wheaten cakes, they were not prepared to give them up; so it was from the barley cakes of this boy, My namesake, that by My blessing the multitude was fed with the choicest food." 173]

173] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line], accessed 26 October 2008, available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "IV Service," section 2, part 6.

John 6:10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 
John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 
John 6:11 — Comments- The bread that Jesus fed the multitudes will be used by Him as an illustration of the teaching He gives to them the following day, as He tells them that He is the true Bread of Life, the Bread that comes from Heaven. Just as Jesus distributions the loaves of bread to His disciples, and they distribute it to the multitudes, Jesus gives the bread (His Word) to His disciples and His disciples teach men.

John 6:12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
John 6:13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 
John 6:13 — Comments- These twelve baskets of bread served as physical evidence of the miracle of feeding five thousand. The small boy had given so little, yet the returns were enormous. It is the same way in our lives when we give to Jesus. Jesus may have offered these twelve baskets of bread to the little boy who first gave his food to Jesus.

John 6:14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. 
John 6:14 — Comments (1) - The people marveled at the miracles of Jesus, just as He prophesied would happen in John 5:20. In the midst of these marvelous miracles that Jesus was doing among the people, they were reminded of the miracles that Moses performed and of his prophecy of a coming prophet who was coming like unto him ( Deuteronomy 18:15). Thus, the people called Jesus "that prophet that should come into the world" ( John 6:14), for Jesus met all of their criteria.

John 5:20, "For the Father loveth the Song of Solomon , and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel."

Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;"

Comments (2) - Within each of the six feast sections is found a miracle that testifies of Jesus' deity. We find six of these miracles ending with a statement that many believed in Him because of these miracles ( John 2:11, John 4:53, John 5:15, John 6:14, John 9:38, John 11:45). The seventh miracle ends with a similar statement ( John 20:29).

John 6:15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone. 
John 6:14-15 — Comments - How People Responded to Jesus- John 6:14-15 parallels John 2:23-25 in that both passages mention how people responded to Jesus' miracles by believing in Him, but because their motives were not proper, He did not entrust Himself to them.



Verses 1-71 

The Fourth Miracle (Indoctrination) (Jesus Testifies that He is the Source of the True Doctrine of God) - During the time of the second Jewish Passover, Jesus performed His fourth miracle of feeding the five thousand, which provided Him the opportunity to reveal Himself to Israel as the "Bread of Life." During His explanation of the manna in the wilderness that fed the children of Israel for forty years, He revealed Himself as the true bread that comes from Heaven. From this Revelation , we understand the believer's need to daily partake of the Word of God in the phase of redemption called indoctrination ( John 6:1-71). As the children of Israel gathered manna each day, so are God's children asked to partake of God's Word for spiritual food and strength during their spiritual journey in this life. As a believer partakes of the Word of God during the phase of indoctrination, he grows in the knowledge of God's plan for his life. 

John 6:1-71 can be divided into four subsections. Jesus feeds the five thousand ( John 6:1-15), He walks on the water ( John 6:16-21), He testifies to the people that He is the Bread of Life ( John 6:22-59), then the disciples respond to His teaching ( John 6:60-71). The underlying emphasis in this passage of Scripture is the need to partake of God's Word on a daily basis as a part of the believer's fellowship and communion with Jesus Christ, hearing His voice that guides him daily, and spending time in His Word, which is the part of our spiritual journey that we call indoctrination. 

Outline- Here is a suggested outline:

1. The Fourth Miracle (Feeding of the Five Thousand) — John 6:1-15
2. Jesus Walking on the Water — John 6:16-21
3. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (The Bread of Life) — John 6:22-59
4. The Response from the Disciples — John 6:60-71


Verses 16-21 

Jesus Walking on the Water ( Matthew 14:22-33, Mark 6:45-52) - John 6:16-21 records the story of Jesus walking on the water to deliver the disciples in the midst of a storm. While this miracle is not numbered as one of the seven miracles, or signs, that shape the literary structure of the Gospel of John , 174] it does plays an important role in the overall narrative story in which it is embedded. This "interlude," as Ksterberger describes it, 175] is placed within the lengthy narrative section of John 6:1-71 in which Jesus feeds the five thousand, then reveals Himself as the Bread of Life. The story of Jesus walking on the water serves as a testimony of Jesus' love for them and how the faith of these few disciples becomes further anchored in Jesus as the Son of God in anticipation of the drama that unfolds the next day when many disciples are offended at Jesus and forsake Him. The disciples that were in the boat were going to have one of the most important decisions of their lives thrust upon them the next day, being forced to choose whether to abandon Jesus and follow the crowds, or to risk increasing persecutions by following Jesus and His teachings. While struggling to comprehend His new teaching as the Bread of Life, a message that offended many people, some of the disciples choose to follow their heart and continue with Him. Thus, the story of Jesus walking on the water prepares the readers for the narrative story of how many disciples forsook Jesus, while a few chose to follow Him. It was Jesus' demonstration of love for them that established their faith in Him, and not the miracles themselves. John the apostle acknowledges the love that Jesus had for this disciples when he writes, "having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end." ( John 13:1) 

174] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 204.

175] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 196.

John 6:16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea,
John 6:17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 
John 6:18 And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 
John 6:19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid.
John 6:19 — "So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs" - Comments - H. Porter says one furlong equals about 606¾ English feet, or just under one eighth of a mile. 176] These men rowed a distance of about 25 to 375 miles. Andreas Kösterberger says Capernaum would have been about 5 or 6 miles from where Jesus fed the five thousand. 177]

176] H. Porter, "Furlong," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

177] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 205.

John 6:19 — Comments - The disciples were accustom to storms on the Sea of Galilee. The fear seems to be evoked not from the storm itself, but from beholding Jesus walking on the water, an event that caused the disciples great fear, which view is supported by Matthew 14:26 and Mark 6:49.

Matthew 14:26, "And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear."

Mark 6:49, "But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:"

John 6:20 But he saith unto them, It is I be not afraid. 
John 6:20 — Comments - Jesus literally says, "I am. Do not be afraid. Jesus was identifying Himself to His disciples; but the "I Am" statement allows Jesus to also be declaring His deity.

John 6:21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 
John 6:21 — Illustration - One of the most amazing experiences I had as a Christian is similar to that which happened to the disciples when the boat immediately landed on the shore. In August of 1982 I was driving to Seminary with another student. We drove from Mobile, Alabama to Fort Worth, Texas, a trip that takes at least twelve hours. During the drive, we talked about God's Word and we felt the presence of the Lord with us during much of the drive. The amazing experience was when we arrived in Fort Worth. We felt as if we had just left Mobile and arrived quickly. We were as refreshed as one feels from a good night's sleep. We mentioned this experience to two each other but never really figured out what happened. I believe we stepped into eternity and embraced the presence of God during that drive.



Verses 22-59 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: The Bread of Life- In John 6:22-59 Jesus declares Himself to be the Bread of Life to a people who were hungry for physical bread ( John 6:26). He invites the people to partake of His flesh and blood as the Living Bread from Heaven. Jesus explains how the phrase "eating His flesh and drinking His blood" reflects the believer's role of partaking of Him as the Word of God. That Isaiah , we dwell and walk in His Word as He speaks to us daily through communion with Him. Jesus illustrates this divine truth by teaching the people about the manna in the wilderness, which the people gathered daily to sustain them during their forty-year journey through the wilderness. Jesus also referred to the manna in the wilderness during His temptation, saying, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." ( Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4) The manna symbolized the daily Word that God gives every believer who seeks him; thus, the emphasis upon indoctrination in this section of John's Gospel. Our response to this fourth miracle is to abide in Him through daily communion and in His Word, which we are to believe and obey, as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ. If we believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, we will partake of His Word daily.

John 6:56, "He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him."

Matthew 4:4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

From a natural perspective, man's physical needs far outweigh his spiritual needs. However, Jesus is teaching that just the opposite is true. Man's most important needs are met in life, not by pursuing his physical and emotional needs, but by pursuing God first. It is difficult to refocus in life and turn loose of one's efforts to meet apparent physical needs and begin to use one's energy to reach out to God and spend time with Him in communion. Yet, this is what Jesus was asking His disciples to do by offering Himself as the Bread of Life, the source of man's communion with God. In John 6:22-59 Jesus asks the disciples to walk in daily communion with Him, to entrust one's physical care in this life to divine provision. Man must look beyond his own physical needs and reach out to God, who alone can meet his spiritual needs; then, every other aspect of a man's life will find its proper order and priority.

The Lord's Supper- During the Last Supper Jesus describes the bread and the wine as His body and blood by which He makes a new covenant for man's redemption ( Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:17-20). Paul the apostle uses this symbolism when discussing the Lord's Supper in his epistle to the Corinthians ( 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). However, in John 6:22-59 Jesus is not emphasizing the institution to Eucharist. 178] Rather, the context of John 6:22-59 is about Jesus offering Himself in the atonement so that His Words and doctrine become the source of man's eternal life and communion with God the Father.

178] Andreas J. Ksterberger says, "In their original context, Jesus' words refer not to the Eucharist but to Jesus' identity as God's messenger () and the blessing of eternal life available through him." See Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 207.

Matthew 26:26-28, "And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins."

The Torah as the Bread of Life - Andreas J. Ksterberger notes that the symbolism of bread and water were used in ancient Jewish literature to represent the Torah (the Law) (Midrash Rabbah, Genesis 541; 701and Canticles 123). 179]

179] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 209.

"R. Aha observed: Is there a greater despoiler than he [the Tempter] ? And of him Solomon said: If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat, etc. (Prov. xxv, 21): [resist him] with the bread of the Torah, as you read, Come, eat of my bread (ib. ix, 5)*; And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink (ib 25) the water of the Torah, as in the verse, Hosea , everyone that thirsteth, come ye for water (Isa. Leviticus , i)." (Midrash Rabbah, Genesis 541) 180]

180] H. Freedman and Maurice Simon, eds, Genesis , vol 1, in Midrash Rabbah, trans. H. Freedman (London: Soncino Press, c 1939, 1961), 475-476.

This symbolism is also seen in the Old Testament Scriptures, as wisdom offers to mankind its "bread" and "wine."

Proverbs 9:5, "Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled."

Thus, in John 6:22-59 Jesus is offering them the Word of God as the Bread of Life as a concept that was not new to them; however, Jesus offered this Bread as the living Word that speaks to men's hearts through the sacred Scriptures and as the Holy Spirit speaks to every child of God in whom He dwells.

John 6:22 The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 
John 6:22 — "The day following" - Comments - The phrase "the day following" refers to the day after Jesus fed the five thousand people. 

"when the people which stood on the other side of the sea" - Comments - The phrase "which stood on the other side of the sea" reflects the previous verse in which Jesus and His disciples are now in Capernaum. Thus, the people whom He had fed the previous day are now standing "on the other side," that Isaiah , the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

"saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone" - Comments - The people knew that Jesus had not embarked in the boat with His disciples. Yet, they could not find Him the next morning. This puzzled the people. They wanted to find Him. Perhaps He would feed them again, as Jesus implies in John 6:25-26.

John 6:23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:) 
John 6:23 — Comments - Tiberius was a major city in this region located on the west side of the lake. 181] Apparently, the news was spreading everyday across the countryside to cities and villages concerning the public ministry of Jesus Christ, the Prophet sent from God, the Messiah who would soon deliver Israel. Each day the crowds grew. The visitors from Tiberius would have passed by Capernaum when returning to their city; thus, they were significant in that they could have transported passengers to see Jesus. 

181] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 206.

John 6:24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 
John 6:24 — Comments- Jesus was now living in Capernaum ( Matthew 4:13). The people must have known about His residence there.

Matthew 4:13, "And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:"

John 6:25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?
John 6:25 — "And when they had found him on the other side of the sea" - Comments- They found him in the synagogue in Capernaum according to John 6:59, "These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum."

"they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither" - Comments - The manner in which Jesus made His way to Capernaum the next day, as recorded in the previous passage of Scripture ( John 6:16-21), serves as the explanation of why the people ask Jesus how He arrived there. Thus, the author of John's Gospel has prepared the reader for this question from the people by giving them the answer in the previous verses.

John 6:26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.
John 6:26 — "Verily, verily, I say unto you" - Comments - The disciples have just called Jesus by the title of "Rabbi" in John 6:25, and they found Him in the synagogue teaching ( John 6:59), which means Jesus was standing in the role of the Jewish rabbis who taught in the synagogues. The tradition of teaching the Scriptures in the synagogues required that a rabbi cite rabbinic authority along with his interpretation. A good example of this practice is seen in the Babylonian Talmud, which records the ancient rabbinical traditions regarding the Law. For this reason, Jesus replies with divine authority in the words, "Verily, verily, I say unto you…" Jesus responses with a divine truth, not based upon rabbinic authority, but based upon the spiritual gifts of the word of knowledge and word of Wisdom of Solomon , speaking by divine inspiration and authority.

John 6:59, "These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum."

Comments - This discourse takes place in the synagogue at Capernaum (see John 6:59). Jesus does not answer their questions directly. Rather, He draws attention to their heart and motive for coming to Him. Jesus knew that the multitudes followed Him in order to receive comfort and that few of them were willing to serve Him. Therefore, Jesus begins to reveal their hearts so that they will see their evil and turn to the Lord. He was not impressed with drawing a large crowd, but rather with the attitude of the hearts.

Jesus replies and tells them that they are not following Him because they saw the miracle yesterday and have believe in Him and are now true disciples; rather, they are following Him because their fleshly, carnal appetites were satisfied and they want to gratify their physical needs again today.

John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
John 6:27 — "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life" - Comments - It is man's tendency to focus upon his physical needs in life because, from a natural perspective, man's physical needs far outweigh his spiritual needs. However, Jesus is teaching that just the opposite is true. Man's most important needs are met in life, not by pursuing his physical and emotional needs, but by pursuing God first. It is difficult to refocus in life and turn loose of one's efforts to meet apparent physical needs and begin to use one's energy to reach out to God and spend time with Him in communion. Jesus is going to offer Himself in behalf of man's atonement so that we may have communion with God as the source of eternal life. Jesus will later define eternal life as knowing God and Jesus Himself ( John 17:3). When one comes to know Him through the Word of God, all of his physical and emotional needs will be satisfied. Thus, one will never hunger again ( John 6:35).

John 17:3, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

John 6:35, "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

The prophet Isaiah makes a statement similar to Johnn John 6:27, saying, "Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness." ( Isaiah 55:2 )

Scripture References- Note other reference verses:

Matthew 4:4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

Matthew 5:6, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."

Matthew 6:31-33, "Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

John 4:13-14, "Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."

"which the Son of man shall give unto you" - Comments - Anyone who partakes of Jesus as the Bread of Life, and abides in His Word and in fellowship with Him, will be satisfied. This is the divine law that God has instituted under the new covenant. From the moment we are born again, our hearts are drawn to His Word, to feed upon it as our spiritual food ( 1 Peter 2:2). Our abundant life is found through growing in the knowledge of His Word ( 2 Peter 1:3). This abundant life is available to anyone who will seek God's Word; for He freely gives it to us to satisfy man's hunger and thirst in this weary life on earth ( Isaiah 55:1). There is no other way to be truly satisfied in this life.

1 Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:"

2 Peter 1:3, "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:"

Isaiah 55:1, " Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price."

"for him hath God the Father sealed" - Word Study on "sealed" - Strong says the Greek word σφραγίζω (G 4972) means, "to stamp (with a signet or private mark)." Zodhiates says it literally means, "to seal, close up and make fast with a seal signet such as letters or books so that they may not be read," and more generally, it means, "to set a seal or mark upon a thing as a token of its authenticity or approvedness."

Comments- God the Father "sealed" Jesus Christ by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to prove His authenticity as the Son of God who was sent from the Father. God also seals us with His Holy Spirit as genuine sons of God ( Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 4:30). Jesus was filled with the Spirit of God without measure, and performed signs and wonders among the people. These "works of God" are then mentioned in the next verse, which are the "seal" that Jesus has been sent from God.

Ephesians 1:13, "In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,"

Ephesians 4:30, "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption."

John 6:28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
John 6:28 — Comments - Jesus has just told the people that they were working to meet their temporal, physical needs, and instead, they should put their efforts into their eternal needs. Thus, they asked what to do in order to accomplish the great works that Jesus Himself was doing, not understanding that He was God. 

John 6:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
John 6:29 — Comments - Jesus responds by telling them that they are not to pursue great works; but rather, they are to pursue Him, the person of Jesus Christ. As they believe in Him and follow Him in fellowship, and obey the Word of God, these works of God will be done, as seen in the book of Acts. Their work is simply to believe God's Word as they partake of it, and their lives will be transformed, and God will begin working in and through them. Mankind is laboring to change the circumstances around him. Jesus is saying that if we will partake of His Word, and follow His Word, a change will first take place on the inside that will naturally bring change to our circumstances.

Scripture References- Note other reference verses:

Genesis 22:16, "And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy Song of Solomon , thine only son:"

Psalm 127:1, "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Luke 8:50, "But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole."

John 7:38, "He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."

John 6:28-29 — Comments - Our Work is to Believe in Jesus - Man is always striving to perform good works in order to please God. He believes that if he can perform enough good works that God will be pleased with him and favor him above others. However, Isaiah 64:6 says, "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags…" Our works fall short of God's standard of righteousness. When the people found Jesus ( John 6:24-25), they were expecting Him to feed them again. They sought Him not because they loved Him or believed in Him to be the Son of God, but because they wanted to fulfill their fleshly appetites. His reply to them was one of correction, exposing their hearts and telling them to seek first eternal life through faith in the Son of God rather than temporal satisfaction. They replied to Him by asking what they must do to please God, and He told them that their work, that Isaiah , their labour and efforts, should be in believing in Him, the Word of God and the Bread of Life, God's Word, in order to meet first their spiritual needs, then their physical needs would naturally be met. Frances Roberts describes our need for holy communion with the Father while ceasing from our own works by saying: 

"Thou shouldst have but one ambition - to love Me and to be near Me…This is My Father's work. I do not require and have not requested thy work. Nay, but ye become a hindrance when ye set about to work for me thus. Set thy heart to be near Me. Live close to My heart." 182]

182] Frances J. Roberts, Dialogues With God (Uhrichsville, Ohio: Barbour Publishing, Inc, c 1968), 23.

John 6:30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 
John 6:30 — Comments - The Jews believed that a sign from heaven was the authentication of God's intervention in the people of Israel ( John 2:18, 1 Corinthians 1:22). Jesus has already performed many signs and miracles before the Jews, and they still do not believe in Him as the Son of God. If Jesus were to work another miracle in front of them, this would not guarantee their loyalty and commitment to Him. 

John 2:18, "Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?"

1 Corinthians 1:22, "For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:"

John 6:31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 
John 6:31 — Comments - There are a number of possible placed in the Old Testament that the Jews were quoting ( Exodus 16:4; Exodus 16:15, Psalm 78:24), but most likely, they quoting from Psalm 78:24, "And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven." The people knew the stories of the Old Testament. Therefore, they gave Jesus an example of a sign from Heaven that showed the people that Moses was sent by God to lead them. They were in a sense asking Jesus if He was a great as Moses. 

In addition, the Revelation -occurrence of the manna was believed to be a part of Messianic prophecy from the second century B.C. (Sibylline Oracles ) and into first century Judaism (2Baruch 29:8). In fact, John the apostles refers to "hidden manna" as a Messianic fulfillment in his Apocalypse ( Revelation 2:17).Thus, the Jews may have been asking Jesus if He were the Prophet that Moses said was to come ( Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:18), a Messianic fulfillment that the people were anxiously anticipating and talking about during Jesus' public ministry ( John 6:14; John 7:40).

"(46) But they who honour the true and everlasting God (47) inherit life, throughout the aeonian time (48) dwelling in the fertile garden of Paradise, (49) feasting on sweet bread from the starry heaven." (Sibylline Oracles ) 183]

183] Sibylline Oracles, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 368-406 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 368, 378.

"And it shall come to pass at that self-same time that the treasury of manna shall again descend from on high, and they will eat of it in those years, because these are they who have come to the consummation of time." (2Baruch ) 184]

184] 2Baruch, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 470-526 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 470, 498.

Revelation 2:17, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it."

Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;"

John 6:14, "Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world."

John 7:40, "Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet."

Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This is a quote from either Exodus 16:4; Exodus 16:15 or Psalm 78:24.

Exodus 16:4, "Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.

Exodus 16:15, "And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat."

Psalm 78:24, "And had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven."

This is the only time when this Old Testament passage is quoted in the New Testament.

John 6:30-31 — Comments - The Multitudes Want Additional Proof- The multitudes asked Jesus for another sign to prove His statements of divinity, having taken lightly yesterday's miracle of feeding the five thousand. The people that Jesus miraculously fed in Galilee the day before likened this event to Moses feeding the children of Israel in the wilderness for forty years. In a sense, they asked Jesus if He could work a greater miracle than Moses by supplying bread daily for forty years. They wanted Jesus to something really big today that would absolutely convince them of His deity.

In a similar way, the rich man in Luke 16:19-31 thought that his brothers would surely repent and believe if God would send Lazarus back from the dead to testify to them. Abraham responded by telling the rich man that if his brothers would not believe the testimony of Moses and the prophets, then they would not be persuaded with a miracle of one raised from the dead. Jesus had been testifying to the people that Moses and the prophets spoke of His coming. John the Baptist came proclaiming Jesus as the Lamb of God. The miracles that Jesus performed testified of Him. None of these witnesses are able to convince a darkened heart.

John 6:32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
John 6:32 — Comments - The immediate reply from Jesus is to tell the multitudes that the manna was not something that Moses had the power to bring down from heaven. God had instructed Moses regarding the miracle of the manna, and Moses was obeying these divine instructions on how the people were to gather it. 

The fact that Jesus begins with "verily, verily" suggests that He was addressing a theological idea handed down through rabbinical tradition, that of the Messianic prophecy of the Revelation -occurrence of manna from heaven (2Baruch ).

John 6:33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
John 6:33 — Comments- Jesus is the bread of life that feeds our soul. He is the water that refreshes our spirits. He gives abundant life and eternal life to those who eat this bread.

The eternal life that Jesus offers to mankind is first introduced in John 1:4, and further developed in the Gospel.

John 1:4, "In him was life; and the life was the light of men."

Scripture References- Note other verses where Jesus says that He is the bread of life:

John 6:35, "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

John 6:48, "I am that bread of life."

John 6:34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 
John 6:34 — Comments - The Samaritan woman made a similar statement, saying, " Sirach , give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw." ( John 4:15) The people ask Jesus to continually offer them this bread. In other words, they are asking Him to provide their daily needs as God did with the manna in the wilderness. He will respond by telling them that those who believe in Him will continually and forever be satisfied.

John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
John 6:35 — "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life" - Illustration- As a young Christian in 1980, the Lord gave me a dream in which I saw an old, wooden, screen door with the familiar, metal sign "Colonial is Good Bread" fastened to the center of this door. This sign became famous across the United States because it was found on the wooden screen doors of so many country grocery stores. The makers of Colonial Bread invested in an advertising campaign using these signs because they wanted everyone to buy a loaf of their bread when they entered the grocery store. This metal sign was not just fastened in the center of the screen door as a push plate to prevent damaging the screen; the message on this sign became embedded into the mind of every customer that entered the store to buy groceries. The Colonial Bread Company wanted everyone to partake of their bread. The unique aspect of this dream I was given in 1980 is that the metal sign on this old, wooden screen door did not read, "Colonial is Good Bread," but rather, "The Bread of Life." As a young Christian I interpreted this dream to mean that the Lord wanted me to enter this door in my spiritual journey and partake of that bread that comes from heaven. He wanted me to read and study His Holy Word diligently, and on a daily basis. I had this dream about thirty-two years ago, just before enrolling in Seminary, and I have been partaking of the Bread of Life every day since then. I still remember the spiritual hunger that I had as a young believer to read God's Word. The Word of God stirred my soul like nothing else. When I read the Bible, it ministered to my inner man like nothing else. I desired God's Word enough that I searched how I could stop being busy with many concerns of this life and find more time in the day to read His Word. I fell in love with the Word of God. As I laid aside the busy cares of life and spent time in His Word, I found that God began to speak to me more clearly; I sensed His presence with me in a greater way than before. The Lord would quicken a Bible verse to me during the course of the day that helped me in a particular situation, or to make a particular decision. 

John 6:35 — "he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" - Comments - Eating a meal creates thirst, but drinking does not create hunger; rather, it can reduce hunger. The natural order of events is for a person to become thirsty while eating, which is what happened to those who ate of the fish and loaves of bread that Jesus blessed. Jesus tells them that He fully satisfies a person's hunger and subsequent thirst. Thus, Jesus describes hunger before thirst.

In John 6:35 Jesus describes spiritual hunger and thirst; for Paul the apostle experienced natural hunger and thirst during him missionary journeys ( 2 Corinthians 11:27).

2 Corinthians 11:27, "In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness."

The Messianic call to have one's hunger and thirst satisfied is given in Isaiah 55:1, " Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price." These words of Jesus may have stirred the memory of the Jews on this Old Testament passage. 185] 

185] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 210.

John 6:35 — Comments - Our lives are filled with interesting pursuits that never fully satisfy, despite their promising allurements. Therefore, men find hobbies and activities that last for only a while; then interest is lost and new engagements are sought. People become bored with their lives, blaming others, blaming circumstances, looking for something better. People marry hoping this will meet their needs, only to find that marriage has its own challenges if one is to obtain happiness. Others pursue fine jobs and money, only to realize at the end that they neglected the more important aspects of life. The only true fulfillment is found in pursuing God's Word and His presence and communion with us. It has been my experience that His Word fully satisfies my hunger. When I am in His Word, I feel satisfied, with all other desires waning to unimportant in comparison to feeding upon His Word. 

John 6:36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. 
John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
John 6:37 — "him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" - Comments- This promise refers not only to salvation, but also to healing, to provision, and to answered prayers.

John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 
John 6:39 And this is the Father"s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
John 6:39 — Comments - The divine truth that God the Father has given certain disciples to Jesus Christ, and Jesus has kept them from falling away is mentioned a number of times in the Gospel of John ( John 6:39; John 10:29; John 17:2; John 18:9). 186] In His divine foreknowledge, God knows the beginning from the end, and He revealed to Jesus Christ those who are genuinely His, and those who will betray Him, such as Judas Iscariot ( John 6:64; John 13:18; John 17:12). Although some scholars, such as Andreas Kösterberger, interpret such passages to mean that "even faith (or lack thereof!) is sovereignly assigned by God," 187] the fact remains that God has given mankind a free will to choose between good and evil, to have faith in His Word or to reject it. Thus, divine foreknowledge is expressed in these verses rather than the predestined salvation of particular souls and the damnation of others. In fact, Jesus is about to declare unlimited atonement by saying, "and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." ( John 6:51) Also, Jesus will say later in this teaching, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him…" ( John 6:44) The concept of God "drawing" a man to Himself reflects a man's free will to accept or reject this tug on a man's heart by the office and ministry of the Holy Spirit convicting men of sin, righteousness, and judgment ( John 16:8).

186] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 211.

187] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 220.

John 6:39, "And this is the Father"s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day."

John 10:29, "My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father"s hand."

John 17:2, "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him."

John 18:9, "That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none."

John 6:64, "But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him."

John 13:18, "I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me."

John 17:12, "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled."

John 16:8, "And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:"

John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Song of Solomon , and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:40 — Comments- We learn in Romans 10:14-15 that someone cannot believe in Jesus unless God's servants reveal Him through the preaching of the Gospel.

Romans 10:14-15, "How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"

John 6:41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven. 
John 6:42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? 
John 6:42 — Comments- The reason that these Jews knew Jesus so well is that he was teaching in a synagogue in Capernaum, a place where He was well known. 

John 6:59, "These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum."

John 6:43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. 
John 6:43 — Comments - We can hear several individuals in the crowd quietly talking among themselves, mumbling while Jesus addresses the crowd. He will now turn to those who are murmuring and speak directly to them. 

John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:44 — Comments - This drawing to God is a work of the Holy Spirit ( John 16:8-11). Mankind must first hunger for God, and see himself as a sinner in need of repentance. The carnal mind tries to reject this. God must show the need of salvation in the heart of a sinner by the work of the Holy Spirit convicting him of sin, righteousness, and judgment. However, God has given every man a free will whether to yield to this divine drawing, or to reject it.

John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 
John 6:45 — Comments - The references to God's people being taught of God reflects the theme of indoctrination emphasized in this subsection of John's Gospel ( John 6:1-71).

Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - In John 6:45 Jesus quotes from Isaiah 54:13, the only time this verse is cited in the New Testament.

Isaiah 54:13, "And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children."

John 6:51 — Comments - John 6:51 testifies to the truth of unlimited atonement that Jesus paid on Calvary. His blood pay for the sins of all of mankind, and His atonement is now available to everyone. There are many other Scriptures supporting Christ's unlimited atonement.

Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

John 1:29, "The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."

John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Song of Solomon , that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

Romans 5:6, "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly."

2 Corinthians 5:19, "To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation."

1 Timothy 2:5-6, "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."

1 Timothy 4:10, "For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe."

Hebrews 2:9, "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man."

2 Peter 2:1, "But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction."

1 John 2:2, "And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world."

1 John 4:14, "And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world."

John 6:52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 
John 6:52 — Comments - Nicodemus made a similar statement in John 3:4, "Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother"s womb, and be born?"

John 6:53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
John 6:53 — Comments - In John 6:53-58 Jesus emphasizes the atonement that He will offer the world through His crucifixion so that every man may have the opportunity to partake of Him as the bread of life. Those who believe in Him as the Son of God will have His life in them continually. This life is the new creation that every believer becomes when they are born from heaven. The child of God has eternal life abiding in him, and the Word of God becomes his spiritual food that maintains him daily.

John 6:54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
John 6:56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
John 6:57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
John 6:57 — "so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Deuteronomy 8:3, "And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live."



Verses 60-71 

The Response from the Disciples - In John 6:60-71 the disciples of Jesus respond to His teaching. They had listened to Him teach in the synagogue in Capernaum and had dialogued with Him about His declaration that He was the Bread of Life. Most of these disciples were offended at these words, not being able to accept the fact that Jesus was God manifested in the flesh.

The disciples who helped to distribute the loaves and fishes to the five thousand felt proud that day as they embarked into the boat to return to Capernaum. The popularity of Jesus had been growing as the people saw the miracles that He performed. The multitudes began to follow Him and listen to His teachings. However, popularity is a shallow foundation upon which to build one's loyalty and God the Father saw that it was necessary to shatter this unhealthy foundation for the benefit of the disciples, causing many of them to depart forever, but leaving a few devoted ones to receive greater revelations of His deity while mixed with persecutions. Although many disciples were about to stumble at Jesus' declaration of His divinity, a few disciples remained whom God could now lead into a deeper commitment, a deeper level of faith and trust in Him. As the multitudes abandoned Jesus and His teachings following the popular consensus, a few followed their heart and stood with Jesus. What made the difference between these two types of disciples was not the miracle of feeding the five thousand, but of Jesus coming to rescue them in the midst of the storm ( John 6:16-21), of seeing how much He truly loved and cared for them in their greatest need. It is this type of God that men will serve, a God who cares for them. Only His closest disciples were rescued by Jesus walking on the water. The day after this miracle, these particular disciples would be standing alone with Jesus in the synagogue in Capernaum, watching many others walk away, disillusioned by this new revelation of Jesus' divinity. These few disciples stood by the one who genuinely loved them. It was necessary for their faith to become firmly established in the love of Jesus to order to face the life of a true disciple of Christ. Thus, the miracle of Jesus walking on the water ( John 6:16-21) served to anchor their soul in their growing faith and devotion to Jesus Christ as the Son of God, thus, preparing them for a deeper walk with Jesus.

John 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 
John 6:60 — Comments - The teaching of Jesus about eating His flesh and drinking His blood was described as σκληρό ς (hard, harsh) by the disciples. It was not hard in the sense of understanding, but rather, unpleasant (BDAG) and offensive (Kösterberger) to those listening. 188] His claim as the Bread of Life, and source of eternal life revealed His deity, setting Him above any other Old Testament prophet, even Moses, and this offended many of the Jews. Their response of "Who can hear?" means, "Who can accept it and continue to follow Him after what He has just said?"

188] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 218.

John 6:61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 
John 6:61 — Comments - The fact that Jesus "knew in Himself" means that He knew supernaturally. The author of John's Gospel makes numerous references to Jesus operating in the spiritual gift of the word of knowledge.

Andreas J. Ksterberger notes that the murmuring of the Jews begins in John 6:41 and reflects the tone of the disciples during a large portion of Jesus' discourse in the synagogue in Capernaum. He also notes that it reflects the same behavior of the children of Israel in the wilderness ( 1 Corinthians 10:10), a story that was a part of this same discourse. 189]

189] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 213.

1 Corinthians 10:10, "Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer."

John 6:62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 
John 6:62 — Comments - If the words of Jesus offended these Jews, how much more would the claim of His Resurrection and Ascension become more offensive.

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 
John 6:63 — "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing" - Comments - There are many benefits in this life to a strong, healthy physical body and a sound mind. However, in regards to man's spiritual needs of communion with God and having eternal life, it is the spirit of man that God must reach out to. Man serves God from his spirit, his heart, while his fleshly make up is against the things of God. Paul the apostle writes, "For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God." ( Romans 8:5-8)

"the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" - Comments - God has ordained His Word, the Holy Bible, to be the instrument He uses to transform mankind into the image of Christ, into a lifestyle of godliness, so that man can life an abundant life in this world. An academic education on the Holy Bible is a great foundation when an individual allows the Holy Spirit to guide Him into the Word of God daily for his spiritual guidance. Jesus is telling the Jews that the Word is spiritual food for man's spiritual make-up, for his inner Prayer of Manasseh , the heart. For this reason, Jesus next says, "But there are some of you that believe not." ( John 6:64) The decision to accept the Holy Scriptures as God speaking to us is a decision of the heart, and not of the educated mind.

John 6:62-63 — Comments - The Sending of the Holy Spirit - Jesus knew that these disciples were trying to understand His words in their minds rather than following their heart. They were being carnal minded rather than spiritually minded. Thus, Jesus addresses the spirit of Prayer of Manasseh , the inner man. Jesus will soon ascend to the right hand of the Father following His resurrection ( John 6:62); He will send the Holy Spirit to impart eternal life in those who believe ( John 6:63). The indwelling Holy Spirit will enlighten God's children into His Word and impart abundant life to them in the form of peace and fellowship with God the Father. 

John 6:64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 
John 6:64 — "But there are some of you that believe not" - Comments - Jesus reveals the heart of those who have voiced their offense towards His teachings by telling them that they are refusing to believe in Him. It is an issue of the spirit of man rather than his mental understanding.

"For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him" - Comments - Jesus is about to mention His betrayal in this same discourse ( John 6:70-71).

John 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 
John 6:65 — Comments - A person is not born again into the kingdom of Heaven through an understanding of the Bible in his mind. The experience of salvation is a deep work within a man's heart, his spirit, having been convicted of his sinful nature by the Holy Spirit sent from Heaven into this world for just this task ( John 16:7-11). Man must experience a spiritual rebirth in order to come to Jesus and have fellowship with Him ( John 3:3), and this rebirth is a work of the Holy Spirit sent by God the Father.

John 6:66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.
John 6:66 — Comments - Many of these disciples were offended and went away because Jesus did not offer them what they were looking for from a natural perspective. There were many other attractive groups for them to follow. A few of them would find someone else to follow, such as another rabbi, the Essenes who had retreated to the deserts, or even a Jewish zealot who was inciting rebellion against Roman domination. However, God does not want us to be followers of men, but followers of Jesus Christ alone. Yet, man's tendency is to follow a Prayer of Manasseh , someone who could lead them in earthly pursuits. Paul corrected the Corinthians because they became sectarian and began to follow certain Church leaders ( 1 Corinthians 3:4). In fact, Paul qualified himself as one to follow only as he was following Christ ( 1 Corinthians 11:1). This is how denominations and religious sects are formed, when men become discouraged with one another and break away to form a new group. In contrast, Jesus asks us for our complete loyalty to Him and no other man.

1 Corinthians 3:4, "For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?"

1 Corinthians 11:1, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ."

Illustration - I have met individuals who have been born again, then drifted away from Church because of disappointment in a pastor of other Church leader. I have met other new believers who have read many of the latest devotional books, or listened to radio and television ministries; yet, they were disappointed with the progress in their own lives. When a believer focuses his eyes upon a person instead of embracing God's Word as his source of life and strength and direction, he risks disappointment because of the failure of men. Jesus, as our source of life and strength, will never disappoint us.

John 6:67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.
John 6:68 — Comments - Eternal life is more than waiting until we die in order to enter into the bliss of Heaven. Jesus tells the disciples that eternal life is "knowing God" ( John 17:3). We come to know God through His Word, through the Holy Scriptures. The more we apply God's Word to our lives, the more abundant our lives become today, and the more our present lives partake of that aspect of life that will reach its fullness in Heaven. We can receive a taste of Heaven in this life by embracing the Words of eternal life.

John 17:3, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

Illustration- Thirty-two years ago, as a young Christian, I will never forget the decision I had to make in response to this statement by Jesus that He is the Bread of Life. I was offered a good job out of college, a job that would have given me a comfortable career. Yet, I had no desire for this job. I made a decision to stop spending all of my energy on my physical, earthly needs, making a high salary, and I begin to spend more time ministering to my spirit, my inner man. I stopped seeking entertainment, and started getting involved in my local church. For a season, I stopped listening to radio and television as a source of entertainment, and stopped reading newspapers for my source of information, and I went to my room, into my bed room, and I spend hours each day reading the Word of God. I read the entire Bible through six times in those early years. In fact, I hungered so much for God's Word that I enrolled in Bible school and left my Job , trusting the Lord would meet my financial needs while in school. I did not have the money to go to school, but I just hungered that much for God's eternal Word, for the Bread of Life. His Word fed my soul. I was not called to Bible school by a divine word from the Lord. No, I went to Bible school because I hungered for God's Word. After three years in Bible school, studying God's Word, in class or doing homework many hours a day, I looked around and my needs were met. I did not lack anything. I did not want all of these earthly luxuries anymore. My church and family would send me money and give me financial support. They purchased my clothes and took care of many personal needs. I had food, I had clothing, and I was so very content in life because I had the Word of God coming alive within me; and God would speak to me; He would quicken verses to me.

John 6:69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 
John 6:70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 
John 6:71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.
John 6:71 — "He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon" - Comments- C. M. Kerr says the name "Iscariot" literally means, "man of Kerioth." This would mean that Judas was a native of Kerioth or Karioth, a city listed in Joshua 15:21-32 as one of the twenty-nine outlying cities of Judah, near Edom. Kerr says it is identified with the ruins of el Karjetein. 190]

190] C. M. Kerr, "Judas Iscariot," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

"for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve" - Comments - The Greek reads, "for he was the one who was about to betray Him," which emphasizes the certainty of this event. 191] Jesus fed the five thousand during the second Passover, so it will be another year before His betrayal and crucifixion during the third Passover.

191] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 222.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-9 

The Unbelief of Jesus' Brothers - Each of the major sections of John's Gospel mentions Jesus' rejection by the Jewish community, and this is the emphasis that we find in John 7:1-9. This passage of Scripture tells us about the unbelief from his brothers ( John 7:2-9) as well as the increasing animosity of the Jewish leaders ( John 7:1). Although two of His brothers would later write the epistles of James and Jude , with James becoming the first pastor over the church in Jerusalem, they were not convinced of His deity until probably after the resurrection.

Transitional Statements Regarding Jesus Travelling to the Feasts - The six feast sections of John's Gospel ( John 2:1 to John 11:54) have distinct transitional statements regarding Jesus journeying to a Jewish feast and retreating after manifesting Himself as the Son of God ( John 2:2; John 2:12; John 5:1; John 6:1; John 7:1-9; John 10:23). The seventh miracle of the Resurrection also begins with a similar statement of Jesus arriving at a feast ( John 11:55 to John 12:1).

John 7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 
John 7:1 — Comments- John 7:1 is similar is content and its position to John 2:12 and John 6:1-3 in that it introduces a new feast and a new section of the Gospel. 

John 7:2 Now the Jews" feast of tabernacles was at hand. 
John 7:2 — Comments - The Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated on the 15th to 21st day of the Jewish month Tishri, which is marked in the Roman calendar as September to October. 193] Thus, six months have passed since Jesus delivered His discourse on the Bread of Life in John 6:1-71 during the previous Passover, which was the second of three Passovers recorded in John's Gospel.

193] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 229.

John 7:3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 
John 7:3 — Comments - Jesus was probably dwelling in Capernaum as His home, where He had brought His family in John 2:12, "After this he went down to Capernaum, Hebrews , and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they continued there not many days." John 2:12; John 3:31; John 7:3 indicate that the mother and brethren of Jesus lived and travelled together during Jesus' public ministry.

Mark 3:31, "There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him."

John 7:4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 
John 7:5 For neither did his brethren believe in him. 
John 7:6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. 
John 7:6 — "Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come" - Comments- Jesus' brother were provoking Him to work miracles in order to prove that He was the Son of God. However, Jesus' time to reveal Himself at His resurrection as the eternal Son of God had not yet come. 

John 7:6 — "but your time is alway ready" - Comments- Perhaps the phrase "your time is always ready" can be explained by an earlier statement, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now Isaiah , when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live." ( John 5:25) It may refer to man's opportunity to believe in Jesus as the Song of God.

However, Jesus may be saying that the world is always ready to receive those who walk according to its principles. Their time to present themselves to the world for acceptance is always at hand because they are of this world.

John 7:7 The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. 
John 7:8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come. 
John 7:8 — Textual Criticism - When Jesus says, "I go not up yet unto this feast," some Greek manuscripts have οὔπω (not yet) instead of οὐκ (not) (See UBS3). However, the word οὔπω is used in the next phrase, "for my time is not yet full come," suggesting that a copyist error borrowed this word and used it twice in this sentence.

John 7:9 When he had said these words unto them, he abode still in Galilee. 


Verses 1-21 

The Fifth Miracle (Divine Service) (Jesus Testifies that He is the Source of True Life in Serving God) - At the Feast of Tabernacles in John 7:1 to John 10:21, while teaching in the Temple Jesus reveals a new aspect of His divinity which emphasizes the next phrase of man's spiritual journey, revealing man's redemptive need to follow Jesus in divine service. At the wedding feast, Jesus alluded to His predestined time of Passion and atonement through the shedding of His blood for a new and better covenant ( John 2:1-11). Jesus next revealed Himself to Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman as He who has been called and sent by God as the Saviour of the World ( John 2:12 to John 4:54). Jesus then reveals the four-fold testimony of John the Baptist, His miracles, God the Father, and the Old Testament Scriptures, who have justified Jesus Christ as the Son of God ( John 5:1-47). Jesus revealed Himself as the Bread of Life by which mankind partakes through the Word of God and daily communion with Him ( John 6:1-71), a revelation that reflects man's need for indoctrination during his spiritual journey. John 7:1 to John 10:21 now reveals various aspects of Jesus' divinity that reflect Him in divine service leading God's people. Jesus now offers Himself as the Living Water through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit who has come to dwell in every believer ( John 7:37-39) so that God's children can walk in the light of divine leadership, being enlightened in the spirit of man. Proverbs 20:27 says, "The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly." Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus is the Light of the World ( John 8:12), who shepherds every man who is filled with the Holy Spirit as He guides him into eternal life ( John 10:14). Thus, this passage of Scripture places emphasis upon the role of divine service that Jesus offers those who follow Him, leading men to the final goal of glorification emphasized in the next section ( John 10:22 to John 11:54), our resurrection and glorification with Him in Heaven. 

One of the prerequisites in divine service for every child of God is to be filled with the Holy Spirit, an invitation that Jesus gives in John 7:37-39. Jesus then reveals Himself as "the Light of the world" ( John 8:12), the "Door of the sheepfold" ( John 10:1), and the "Good Shepherd" ( John 10:14). Jesus Himself fulfills His divine service when He tells the Jews that He was sent from God to do His will ( John 7:16-18; John 7:28-29; John 7:33) and that He seeks to glorify the Father ( John 8:50). He asks the people to pursue this same role of divine service by continuing in His Word ( John 8:31-32). It is through the illumination of God's Word by the Holy Spirit that we walk in the light of God's plan and divine calling for our individual lives through His divine protection and provision. Leading up to His fifth miracle of healing the blind man ( John 9:1-7), Jesus testifies of His divine calling by declaring Himself as the Light of the World, saying, "I am the light of the world." ( John 8:12) Jesus has also been called to serve as the Great Shepherd, as the One who guides in eternal life on earth as well as in Heaven. After the miracle of healing the blind Prayer of Manasseh , Jesus testified that He was the "Door of the sheepfold" ( John 10:1), and the "Good Shepherd" ( John 10:14). This miracle and Jesus' subsequent testimonies of His deity reflect the believer's need to follow Jesus in divine service. Our response to this fifth miracle is to serve Jesus Christ and follow Him as our Light and Shepherd as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ. If we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we will be filled with the Holy Spirit ( John 7:38-39) to empower us to follow Him in divine service.

The Feast of Tabernacles celebrates the beginning of Israel's wanderings in the wilderness. The motifs of living water, guidance by light under the shepherding of Moses are all used by Jesus to declare various aspects of His deity that reflect these Old Testament typologies. The Living Water Motif- With these wanderings God provided the rock from which flowed fresh, "living" water; that Isaiah , clear, unpolluted water. Paul refers to this water in his epistle to the Corinthians, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ." ( 1 Corinthians 10:4) The Feast of Tabernacles culminated on the eighth and final day as a day of rejoicing before the Jewish pilgrims returned to their homes. With the meaning of this feast in mind along with the fact that these people are about to take a long journey home, Jesus cried out that He the Living Water that the Israelites partook of when Moses struck the rock in their wilderness journeys. The Light Motif- In addition, as the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, God guided His children. This event may be reflected in Jesus as the Light of the world. 192] The Shepherd Motif- The shepherd motif is also seen in Israel's wilderness journey. Moses has been a shepherd for forty years with his rod. As Moses guided the Israelites through the wilderness with his rod like a good shepherd, and set up their encampment to go in and out each night and day, so does Jesus as our Shepherd guide us in and out of the door of our encampment. Thus, Jesus was trying to relate to them by the events that the children of Israel encountered during their wilderness journey.

192] Andreas Kösterberger says, "Together with the manna (ch 6) and the rivers of living water (ch 7), the reference to Jesus as "light" in chapter 8 may be part of a ‘wilderness theme," alluding to God's presence with the Israelites as a pillar of fire." Andreas J. Kösterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 253.

Outline- Here is a suggested outline:

1. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (His Doctrine) — John 7:1-36
2. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (The Living Water) — John 7:37 to John 8:1
3. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (The Light of the World) — John 8:2-59
a. The Woman Caught in Adultery — John 8:2-11
b. Jesus Testifies to the Jewish Leaders — John 8:12-59
4. The Fifth Miracle (Healing of a Blind Man) — John 9:1 to John 10:21
a. The Healing of the Blind Man — John 9:1-34
b. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (The Good Shepherd) — John 9:35 to John 10:21


Verses 1-36 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: His Doctrine - John 7:1-36 reveals very clearly the rejection that Jesus dealt with during His ministry. His brothers mocked His ministry ( John 7:1-10) and the Jews rejected His doctrine ( John 7:11-36); for we find in John 7:11-36 how Jesus testified of His deity through the doctrine that He taught and was accused of having a demon. This passage of Scripture emphasizes His doctrine that those who receive might follow Him into the further revelations revealed later at this feast ( John 7:16; John 7:35).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Unbelief of Jesus' Brothers — John 7:1-9
2. Jesus Offers His Doctrine to the Jews — John 7:10-36


Verses 10-36 

Jesus Offers His Doctrine to the Jews - In John 7:10-36 Jesus offers His doctrine to the Jews. Although it is rejected by many of them, He continues to reveal great revelations of Himself in this feast for those who do believe in Him. 

John 7:10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. 
John 7:10 — Comments - Jewish pilgrims would have crowded the highways leading up to Jerusalem during the feasts. Jesus apparently waited until the crowds had dwindled to a few on the roads before He embarked with His disciples towards Jerusalem.

John 7:11 Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he? 
John 7:11 — Comments - The Jewish feast days symbolize the redemptive work of Christ Jesus. These Jewish festivals were a time for the people to reflect upon the Lord and rejoice in His divine provision and salvation. Now that their Redeemer had arrived and dwelt among them, event attending the feast that reflected His work of redemption, the Jews were focused upon His attendance; but not in faith. Rather, they were in a controversy as to His identity, their darkened minds clouded with doubt and human reasoning.

John 7:12 And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people. 
John 7:12 — Comments- In the last one hundred years, as God has raised up men and women in the Pentecostal movement who were used by God to perform signs and wonders, people have still spoken of them in the same way that the Jews spoke of Jesus. Some said that these modern-day miracles were real; others said that these people were deceivers.

John 7:13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 
John 7:13 — Comments - As the tension between Jesus Christ as the Jewish leaders rises in the course of John's Gospel, the author begins to insert comments about the people's fear of the Jews, and he will do so on six occasions ( John 7:13; John 9:22; John 12:42; John 19:7-8; John 19:38; John 20:19). The Jews who held the most authority would have been the Sanhedrin, whom the people would have most feared. 194] 

194] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 232.

John 7:13, "Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews."

John 9:22, "These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue."

John 12:42, "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:"

John 19:7-8, "The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;"

John 19:38, "And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus."

John 20:19, "Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."

John 7:15 — Comments - When the Jewish leaders heard Jesus teach, they marveled, saying, "How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?" ( John 7:15) Because Jesus did not rise up through the rabbinical educational system, He was unknown to the educated Pharisees and Jewish leaders. Andreas J. Kösterberger notes that the rabbis of the first century often cited other rabbinical authorities in their teachings. 195] Thus, the rabbis considered those who taught without such rabbinical authorities to lack credibility. 196] They themselves referred back to a long history of traditional interpretation of the Mosaic Law as their authority. Jesus, however, offered Himself as the sole authority in His teachings on twenty-five occasions in John's Gospel, saying, "Truly, truly, I say to you…" ( John 1:51; John 3:3; John 3:5; John 3:11; John 5:19; John 5:24-25; John 6:26; John 6:32; John 6:47; John 6:53; John 8:34; John 8:51; John 8:58; John 10:1; John 10:7; John 12:24; John 13:16; John 13:20-21; John 13:38; John 14:12; John 16:20; John 16:23; John 21:18) Throughout the Synoptic Gospels Jesus says, "Verily I say unto you…" When pressed by the Jews for His source of authority, Jesus refers to His Father as the source of His doctrine ( John 5:17-26; John 5:36-37; John 6:44-46; John 7:16; John 8:28; John 8:38; John 10:18; John 10:37-38; John 12:49-50; John 14:31; John 15:15). Jesus' response of elevating Himself above rabbinic authority incited the Jews to anger, as they accused Him of blasphemy because He made Himself equal to God, while the common rabbi lowered himself below rabbinical authorities in his teachings. Perhaps the best example of the Jew's scholar's dependence upon the long tradition of rabbinical authority is found in the Babylonian Talmud, which consists of lengthy discussions of the views of renowned rabbis regarding particular interpretations of the Law.

195] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 232-233.

196] Scholars cite Sotah 22a from the Babylonian Talmud as an example of the negative rabbinical attitude towards those who do not appeal to other authorities in their teachings, which says, "It has been reported, If one has learnt Scripture and Mishnah but did not attend upon Rabbinical scholars, R. Eleazar says he is an "Am ha-arez" [lit. a people of the land]." (Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 22a) The rabbis equated such teachers to "people of the land," meaning such teachers were like the common, uneducated person. See Isidore Epstein, ed, Contents of the Soncino Babylonian Talmud, trans. Jacob Shachter and H. Freedman (London: The Soncino Press) [on-line]; accessed 3July 2010; accessed from http://www.come-and-hear.com; Internet.

John 7:16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 
John 7:16 — Comments - Jesus did not appeal to rabbinic authority as did the rabbis of His day. Rather, He appealed to God the Father as His sole authority when defending His doctrine. Such type of respond would the Old Testament prophets have given, having been with God and received a prophetic word from Him for the people of Israel.

John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 
John 7:17 — Comments- John 7:17 deals with a person's attitude. When we have a willingness to follow God's direction in our lives, then He will give it to us. The Lord will not give us revelation when we have an unwilling heart to follow Him. Many times we have prayed to know God's will and have not received the direction that we wanted because God knows that we would be unwilling to follow His direction if He gave it to us. The Word of God says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ( Proverbs 1:7). We must have a reverence for God's Word in order to hear and understand His Word.

Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

We are told to incline our ears unto His Sayings. We cannot do that without the right attitude, which is an attitude of reverence for God's Word and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Once we have reverence, we are in a position to recognize His voice. When we recognize His voice, we are to respond in obedience. 197]

197] Keith Moore, interviewed by Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, Lighthouse Television Uganda, May 13, 2004.

John 7:18 He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
John 7:18 — "He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory" - Illustration- Haman speaks of himself in the book of Esther. 

Esther 5:10-12, "Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and when he came home, he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to morrow am I invited unto her also with the king."

Esther 6:6, "So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself?"

John 7:21 — Comments- The one miracle that Jesus was referring to in John 7:21 is most probably the healing of the lame man by the pool of Bethesda ( John 5:1-9).

John 7:22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 
John 7:22 — "Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;)" - Comments- Moses gave the Jews the requirement of circumcision because it was instituted by God prior to him, during the time of Abraham. Therefore, it was included in the Law.

John 7:23 — Comments - Leviticus 12:3 says a Jewish male infant is to be circumcised on the eighth day; yet, Exodus 31:14 tells the Jews to do not servile work on the Sabbath.

Leviticus 12:3, "And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised."

Exodus 31:14, "Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people."

According to ancient rabbinic scholarship, the Jews believed that it was more important to fulfill circumcision on the eighth day than to rest on the Sabbath. One rabbi of the second century A.D. wrote, "Great is circumcision which overrides even the rigor of the Sabbath." (Nedarim 311, see also m. Šhabbalh John 18:3; John 19:1-3; the midrash Tanhuma 19b) 198]

198] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 234.

"From what we have learned above, we see, that for the circumcision itself and all its necessary accessories the Sabbath maybe violated, according to the dictum of R. Eliezer. Whence does he deduce this? This is the reasoning of R. Eliezer: It is written [Leviticus xii 3]: ‘And on the eighth day shall the flesh of his foreskin be circumcised.'; Thus, as it says distinctly the eighth day, it makes no difference what day the eighth falls on, whether it be Sabbath or not. Eet us see: The rabbis and R. Eliezer differ only as far as the preparations for circumcision on the Sabbath are concerned, but not as to the circumcision itself." (Babylonian Talmud, Sabbath 18) 199]

199] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 2 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 292.

"Hence R. Johanan s explanation is the most acceptable; and we have learned in a Boraitha in support of R. Johanan s explanation, and not of that of R. A ha bar Jacob, as follows: ‘On the eighth day shall he be circumcised, even though it be Sabbath.'" (Babylonian Talmud, Sabbath 19) 200]

200] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 2 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 293-294.

John 7:23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 
John 7:23 — Comments - Circumcision removes a part of a man's body, while Jesus makes a man entirely whole in the Sabbath.

John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 
John 7:21-24 — Comments- Jesus Reveals the Hypocrisy in the Leader's Desires to Kill Him - In John 7:21-24 Jesus reveals the hypocrisy in the Jewish leaders' desires to kill Him. He reminds them of their amazement when He performed a miracle on the Sabbath ( John 7:21). He then proceeds to explain that He performed a miracle on the Sabbath, and the Jews want to kill Him for it, while these same Jews work on the Sabbath by circumcising infants on the eighth day in order to fulfill the Law ( John 7:22-23). Jesus wanted them to see the contradiction and hypocrisy of their actions.

John 7:25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this Hebrews , whom they seek to kill? 
John 7:26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 
John 7:27 Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. 
John 7:27 — "but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is" - Comments- This verse shows that the Jews held many wrong beliefs about the coming Messiah. The traditional belief mentioned in this verse had no Scriptural basis.

John 7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 
John 7:29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.
John 7:30 Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come. 
John 7:30 — Comments - Jesus first mentioned His destiny on Calvary in John 2:4. This theme of Him being predestined for man's atonement is now woven throughout the Gospel.

John 2:4, "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come."

John 7:6-8, "Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come."

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

John 12:23, "And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified."

John 12:27, "Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour."

John 13:1, "Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end."

John 7:35 — "will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles" - Comments- The English word "dispersed" in John 7:35 is the Greek word διασπορϊά, from which we derive the English word "Diaspora." This Greek word occurs three times in the New Testament, being found in two other New Testament passages.

John 7:35, "Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?"

James 1:1, " James , a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting."

John Calvin writes, "When the ten tribes were banished, the Assyrian king placed them in different parts. Afterwards, as it usually happens in the revolutions of kingdoms (such as then took place,) it is very probable that they moved here and there in all directions. The Jews had been scattered almost unto all quarters of the world. He [James] then wrote and exhorted all those whom he could not personally address, because they had been scattered far and wide." 201]

201] John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistle of James , trans. John Owen, in Commentaries on the Catholic Epistles (Edinburgh: The Calvin Translation Society, 1855), 278.

God was able to use the dispersion of the Jews across the known world as a foothold of faith to spread the Gospel. Every city that Paul the apostle entered, he first found the synagogues and preached to the Jews. It was only after the Jews rejected the message of Jesus that Paul went to the Gentiles. God had prepared an ideal time when the Greek language was universally known, the Romans had built the infrastructure of roads, and the Jews had spread the synagogues throughout the civilized world.



Verse 37 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: The Living Water- In John 7:37 to John 8:1 Jesus Christ testifies of His deity by revealing Himself as the Living Water ( John 7:37-39). The Feast of Tabernacles celebrated Israel's wanderings in the wilderness and God's divine provision. With these wanderings God provided the rock from which flowed fresh, "living" water, or clear, unpolluted water. Paul refers to this water in his epistle to the Corinthians John 10:4, "And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."

This festival culminated on the eighth and final day as a day of rejoicing before the pilgrims returned to their homes. With the meaning of this feast in mind along with the fact that these people are about to take a long journey home, Jesus cried out that He was that Rock, that Living Water that the Israelites partook of in their wilderness journeys. For those who accepted His doctrine in John 7:1-36, Jesus offers the true living water, the infilling of the Holy Spirit ( John 7:37-39).

John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
John 7:37 — "In the last day, that great day of the feast" - Comments- The people were celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles ( John 7:2) at this time. The Feast of Tabernacles celebrates the beginning of the wanderings of the children of Israel in the wilderness. The last, great day of the feast would have been the eighth day in which a holy convocation took place ( Leviticus 23:33-36, Numbers 29:35-36).

Leviticus 23:33-36, "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD. On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein."

Numbers 29:35-36, "On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work therein: But ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: one bullock, one ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish:"

During their wilderness journey, God provided the rock from which flowed fresh, "living" water, or clear, unpolluted water. Paul refers to this water in his epistle to the Corinthians, And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ." ( 1 Corinthians 10:4) Each day of this festival, priests would draw water from the pool of Siloam, bring it to the Temple, and pour it out before the altar in memory of the water that God provided the Israelites in the wilderness (Mishnah, Sukkah 41, 9-10). 202]

202] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 239.

Jesus arrived in Jerusalem "in the midst of the feast" ( John 7:14). He taught them in the Temple for several days. This festival culminated on the eighth and final day as a day of rejoicing before the pilgrims returned to their homes. With the meaning of this feast in mind along with the fact that these people are about to take a long journey home, Jesus gives an invitation to those who thirsted for God's Word by crying out that He was that Rock, that Living Water that the Israelites partook of in their wilderness journeys. Jesus was using the springs of fresh water that flowed up from under the hill of Jerusalem and collected in the Pool of Siloam as a type of living water that God offers everyone who wishes to drink. The people could not understand God's Word without the infilling of the Holy Spirit to teach them. They could not make their spiritual journeys without this infilling. Thus, Jesus offers them the infilling of the Holy Spirit for their spiritual journey in life

Jesus was trying to relate to the Jews by the events emphasized at each of the Jewish feasts that He attended. For example, at the last Passover Jesus miraculously fed the five thousand and then told the people that He was the Bread of Life ( John 6). At this same Feast of Tabernacles Jesus Christ will heal the blind man and then declared that He is the Light of the World ( John 9:1-11). Prior to the final Passover referred to in John 12:1, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead as a way to declare that He was the Resurrection and the Life ( John 11).

John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
John 7:38 — Comments - Scholars recognize the difficulty in identify an exact Old Testament Scripture that Jesus is quoting in John 7:38. They offer a number of suggestions, with Isaiah 58:11 being a popular option.

Isaiah 58:11, "And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."

The phrase "living water" is a symbolic reference to the Holy Spirit, which is referred to in verse 13-14. It literally referred to fresh, pure moving water. It was water from a spring that had not been touched with pollutants. Note this same phrase used by Jeremiah

Jeremiah 2:13, "For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."

Note how Jesus has used the phrase "living water" with the woman of Samaria.

John 4:10, "Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water."

John 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 
John 7:37-39 — Comments- The Meaning of the Living Water - In John 7:37-39 Jesus refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit. Although Jesus called Himself the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, and the Good Shepherd, He did not call Himself the Living Water because this title refers to the office and ministry of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the divine Trinity. Jesus will speak to His disciples at length on the office of the Holy Spirit in John 14-16, and He will breath upon them after His resurrection and impart into them the Holy Spirit ( John 20:22-23).

Some scholars see John 4:13-14 as a reference to initial salvation through the work of the Holy Spirit while John 7:37-39 refers to the infilling of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. However, John 7:37-39 can certainly apply to both salvation as well as a daily infilling of the Holy Spirit's anointing.

John 4:13-14, "Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life."

Note these words from Frances J. Roberts regarding this passage of Scripture:

"Behold, I have placed within thee a spring of living water. For My Spirit shall be a continual flowing forth of life from thine innermost being. This I have promised to all My children, and this ye may experience as ye claim it by faith. For all My promises are received by faith. None are gained by merit, nor are they awards for human achievements.

"It is My Life that I am giving you. It is not an emotion; it is not a virtue, though these may follow subsequently. It is Myself. Divine grace, heavenly love, infinite mercy, fathomless peace, - all these shall spring forth unbeckoned and irrepressible out of the deeps within thee because My Spirit has taken residence there." 

"If there be dryness within thy soul and ye have not this life flowing forth, ye need not grieve, neither chide thyself for being empty. Fill up the empty place with praise. Thou mayest by praise open to Me the gates of the temple of thy soul. The King shall enter and bring His glory. The Rose of Sharon shall bloom in thy heart and His fragrance shall be shed abroad." 203]

203] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 42.

"Let thy praises rise in the daytime and in the night. Yea, when thou are utterly spent, then shall My speech fall upon thee. Then shalt thou lie down in peace and rise up in joy, and thou shalt be partaker of a perpetual fountain. As it is written: Out of thine innermost being shall gush forth rivers of living water." 204]

204] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 44.

John 7:40 — "Of a truth this is the Prophet" - Comments- This prophet was spoken of by Moses:

Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;"

John 7:42 — Comments- Note a direct reference to the city of Bethlehem:

Micah 5:2, "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."

This is confirmed in Matthew 2:4-6.

Matthew 2:4-6, "And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

Note other indirect references to the seed and lineage of David:

2 Samuel 7:12, "And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom."

Psalm 89:3-4, "I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah."

Psalm 132:11, "The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne."

John 7:41-42 — Comments - The Reasonings Among the Jews Concerning Jesus Christ- Some Jews heard Jesus Christ and felt sure that He was the Messiah. Others evaluated His background and concluded that was not their Deliverer. God could have had Jesus Christ to be raised in the city of Bethlehem. God was trying man's heart. The message of the Kingdom of God that Jesus preached to the people spoke to men's hearts and not to their minds. These people were touched in their hearts ( John 7:40), but they followed the reasonings of their minds in John 7:41-42.

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1 

John 8:1 — Comments - In John 8:1 the author refers to the Mount of Olives as a foreshadowing to Jesus' final prayer and arrest in the Mount of Olives. It would be about six months from the Feast of Tabernacles ( John 7:1 to John 10:21) to the third and final Passover in which is crucified. However, while in Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives had become the customary place where Jesus retreated for prayer and rest ( John 18:2).

John 18:2, "And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples."



Verses 2-11 

The Woman Caught in Adultery - John 8:2-11 tells us of the story of the woman caught in adultery. This event takes place the day after the Feast of Tabernacles. There in the Temple, the scribes and the Pharisees tempt Jesus to break the Law of Moses by presenting to Him a woman who was caught in adultery and should be stoned according to the Law of Moses.

Application- The religious Pharisees did not care about this poor woman. They wanted to make her a public, shameful display in order to trick Jesus Christ into violating the law of Moses. Religious people do not care about individual souls. They simply want to promote themselves. However, Jesus cares about souls. He loved this woman caught in adultery, and forgave her sins.

Textual Criticism - John 7:53 to John 8:11 is found in numerous locations in ancient Greek manuscripts. For this reason, scholars debate as to its authenticity in the original text. It is obvious that the Greek vocabulary is more complex in this passage of Scripture. However, there are statements made within this controversial passage that are clearly connected to text outside this passage. For example, there are three references to Jesus teaching in the Temple in John 8:2; John 8:20; John 8:59.

John 8:2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 
John 8:2 — Comments- The phrase "early in the morning" would have been the day after the festival of tabernacles had ended. This passage of Scripture makes two other references to Jesus being in the Temple while teaching the people ( John 8:20; John 8:59).

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

John 8:59, "Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

John 8:5 — Comments- Note what the Law says about this situation in Deuteronomy 22:22. The Law commanded that both the man and the woman be killed. These scribes and Pharisees knew this Law well. They disobeyed the Law by only bringing the woman, and not the Prayer of Manasseh , to be stoned. John 8:6 says they were trying to tempt Jesus, to see if He consented to stoning her without stoning the man. 

John 8:6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 
John 8:6 — "This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him" - Comments - Many of the people in the Temple were now surrounding Jesus to hear His teaching. They were watching His every move. If Jesus had condemned this woman to be stoned, the crowds would have lost their respect for Him. If Jesus disagreed with stoning her, then the scribes and Pharisees would have accused Him of teaching contrary to the Law. In a similar way, the Herodians tried to trick Jesus on another occasion when asking Him if the Jews should give tribute to Caesar or not ( Matthew 22:15-22).

John 8:6 — "But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not" - Comments - What did Jesus write in the sand in John 8:6? Jesus could have written this passage of the Law in Deuteronomy 22:22. Their hearts were evil and they were disobeying the Law. Therefore, they themselves were with sin ( John 8:7).

Deuteronomy 22:22, "If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel."

Sadhu Sundar Singh says that Jesus wrote the sins of each of her accusers in the sand with his finger.

"With my finger I wrote upon the ground the sinful state of each of those who, regardless of their inner vileness, brought the woman taken in adultery for condemnation, so that they left her one by one and went away abashed and ashamed. With My finger, too, I point out in secret to My servants their wounds of sin, and when they repent, with a touch of the same finger I heal them; and in the same way as a child grasps his father's finger and by it help walks along with him, so I with My finger lead My children along the road from this world to their home of rest and everlasting peace (John xiv 2, 3)." 205]

205] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line], accessed 26 October 2008, available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 3, part 6.

John 8:7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 
John 8:7 — "So when they continued asking him" - Comments- Many situations in life do not require a quick answer. Often, people have deliberately come to me with a staged crisis, trying to get me to sign a check, give them some money, or something that appears to need a quick response. However, years of dealing with people have brought caution into my decision-making. I have learned to take the time to listen to God before making decisions. 

The Pharisees were trying to get Jesus to teach other to break the Law. As Jesus gave the Holy Spirit a few minutes to give Him the words to say, so do we need to learn to speak slowly under false pretenses. 

Jesus" response was according to the Mosaic Law and according to the commandment of love.

John 8:8 — "he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her" - Comments - Jesus was the only one without sin, so He was the only one qualified to stone her; yet, He chose to extend God's grace and forgiveness unto her. John opens his Gospel saying, "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." ( John 1:17) On this occasion, Jesus respected the Law of Moses, but undergirded it with grace and truth in order to bring about the redemption that the Law was originally intended to produce in the lives of the Jews.

John 8:8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
John 8:8 — Textual Criticism- Several later Greek manuscripts give a variant reading for John 8:8, "And again, bending down, he wrote upon the ground each one of their sins." (UBS3) However, even though this variant reading is not well testified, it does show what the early church must have speculated that Jesus wrote on the ground.

John 8:9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 
John 8:9 — Comments - Perhaps the eldest Jews departed first because they had sinned the most and were more aware of their failure to live according the Mosaic Law.

John 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
John 8:11 She said, No Prayer of Manasseh , Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 
John 8:11 — Comments- When I read John 8:11, I feel the love of God for humanity. Jesus Christ came not to condemn the world, but to save it ( John 3:12). He loved us while we were sinners ( Romans 5:8).

John 3:17, "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved."

Romans 5:8, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."



Verses 2-59 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: The Light of the World- In John 8:2-59 Jesus is in the Temple teaching the Word of God. The Feast of Tabernacles ended the day before and may people were still in Jerusalem. There in the Temple, the scribes and the Pharisees tempt Jesus to break the Law of Moses. Thus, Jesus declares Himself as the Light of the World ( John 8:12), which, according to John 8:12, requires men to follow Him as the source of instruction and guidance. This testimony follows Jesus' testimony of His deity by the doctrine that He teaches ( John 7:1-36) and precedes the miracle of Jesus opening the eyes of the blind man ( John 9:1-34), which both have relevance to light, symbolizing man's need to walk daily in God's Word and fellowship with Jesus Christ. However, this light is revealed to the inner man through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit ( John 7:37 to John 8:1), for the natural man cannot understand the things of God since they are spiritually discerned ( 1 Corinthians 2:14). 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Woman Caught in Adultery — John 8:2-11
2. Jesus Testifies to the Jewish Leaders — John 8:12-59


Verses 12-59 

Jesus Testifies to the Jewish Leaders - Perhaps the most confrontational event in John's Gospel outside of the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus Christ is His debate with the Jewish leaders in the Temple on the day after the Feast of Tabernacles ( John 8:12-59). In this passage, Jesus Christ declares Himself to be the Light of the World ( John 8:12), which, according to John 8:31-32, is figurative for Jesus enlightening men to an understanding in God"s Word so that they can walk as Jesus walks, in freedom from sin. This declaration by Jesus follows the testimony of His doctrine that He teaches ( John 7:1-36) and it precedes the miracle of Jesus opening the eyes of the blind man ( John 9:1-34), which both have relevance to Jesus as the Light of the Word, both in the figurative meaning as the understanding of divine doctrine and in the literally meaning of physical eyesight for the man that was healed.

The claim made by Jesus that He is the Light of the World ( John 8:12) evokes a challenge by the Jews for Him to prove His testimony ( John 8:13). Jesus does so using their own Law to offer two witnesses ( Deuteronomy 19:15), that of Himself and of the Father ( John 8:14-18). The Jews respond to Jesus by asking Him to identify the Father ( John 8:19). Jesus responds with the the claim that He came forth from the Father and He is returning to Him ( John 8:21-27). He offers the Jews proof of this claim by telling them to that the miracle of the Crucifixion and Resurrection will support this claim when Jesus returning to the Father ( John 8:28-29). 

Deuteronomy 19:15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established."

Jesus continues to teach those who had opened their heart to His words by believing in Him ( John 8:30). He now explains how they can walk in the revelation of Jesus as the Light of the World, which is by walking in His Word. Those who continue in His Word follow the Father and will have eternal life ( John 8:31-36), while those who reject this revelation will continue to follow the devil and perish in their sins ( John 8:37-47). When the Jews rejected this teaching, Jesus responded by revealing His pre-incarnate existence with Abraham ( John 8:48-58), only to be rejected by them ( John 8:59).

John 8:16 — Comments - The Jews accused Jesus of have no evidence to support His claim of deity ( John 8:13). Therefore, based upon the Law ( Deuteronomy 19:15), the Jews tell Jesus that His testimony lacks credibility. Jesus responds by telling the Jews that His testimony is not alone because God the Father is confirming it. Earlier in John 5:19-47, Jesus offered the Jews four testimonies of His deity in addition to Himself, which were the testimonies of John the Baptist, His works, the Father, and the Old Testament Scriptures.

John 8:17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 
John 8:17 — Comments - Jesus is referring to Deuteronomy 19:15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established."

John 8:24 — Comments - John 8:24 contains one of the seven ἐ γώ εἰ μι (I Am) statements in the Gospel of John that stands without a predicate ( John 4:26; John 6:20; John 8:24; John 8:28; John 8:58; John 13:19; John 18:5). This statement by Jesus saying, "If you believe not that I am He…" encompasses the progressive revelation of Himself as deity, the Son of God.

John 8:25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 
John 8:26 — Comments - In John 8:26 Jesus Christ tells His disciples that He had many things to speak unto them. This implies that Jesus has been giving them progressive revelation of His divinity throughout His earthly ministry as recorded in John's Gospel as they were able to receive it. For example, Jesus made only a brief comment about His impending atonement at the wedding of Cana when He reveals that His hour had not yet come ( John 2:4). He continues to reveal more and more about His divinity to His disciples. He tells them He is has been sent by the Father as the Saviour of the world, justified by the fourfold witness of John the Baptist, God the Father, His works, and the Scriptures, offering Himself as the bread of life, calling men to partake of the Holy Spirit as the Living Water so that He can guide them in life as the Light of the World, while protecting them and leading them as the Good Shepherd, bringing them to the Resurrection of Life.

John 8:27 They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 
John 8:27 — Comments - The primary emphasis of the Gospel of John is the testimony of God the Father that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Therefore, Jesus makes numerous references to the Father throughout this Gospel.

John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , then shall ye know that I am Hebrews , and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.
John 8:28 — "but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things" - Comments- Billy Brim said that a woman by the name of Clara Grace, a modern-day prophetess, received a vision from the Lord. In this vision, she saw the Lord Jesus Christ as a young man building his last piece of furniture before entering into the ministry. As He finished His work that day and turned to put up His tools, He looked at Clara Grace. She was then brought within Jesus Christ and received insight into the eighteen silent years of Jesus' life from the age of twelve until He was baptized by John in the river Jordan. In this vision, Jesus Christ told her that He never laid his head to rest without first meditating about who He was and what He was in God's divine plan. Billye Brim refers to Deuteronomy 6:7 where it tells us to speak and meditate on God's Word when we lay down and when we awake as an example of how Jesus did the same.

Deuteronomy 6:7, "And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

Billy Brim makes the point that this statement made by Jesus Christ in this verse in John 8:28 includes the teachings that the Father taught Him before He entered into the ministry. She gives other Scriptures that refer to the fact that the Father taught Jesus how to walk daily and to prepare for the ministry. She says that the passage in Psalm 119:97-102 is Messianic because He is the only one who ever refrained His feet from every evil way (verse 101). In this passage, the Psalmist says, "For thou hast taught me."

Psalm 119:97-102, "MEM. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word. I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me." 

The Lord would wake Jesus day by day and reveal to Him His plan for that day and season. This revelation would give Jesus Christ the tongue of the learned to speak a word to him who was weary.

Isaiah 50:4-5, "The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back."

This plan required obedience to His Heavenly Father, even when it included persecutions and death on the Cross. 

Isaiah 50:6-7, "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed."

To this plan, the Lord was not rebellious ( Isaiah 50:5). This is how Jesus Christ learned to wait on the Heavenly Father and hear from Him. Jesus laid down to sleep meditating on the Word of God and how He fit into God's plan. Jesus awoke with God speaking to Him about His plan for Him that day. 206]

206] Billye Brim, interviewed by Gloria Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 22May 2003.

John 8:28 — Comments- When He is crucified, this Pharisee will know who He is.

John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. 
John 8:30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
John 8:30 — Comments - John 8:30 reflects the third theme of the Gospel of John , which is a call to believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. This theme is woven throughout the Gospel of John ( John 2:23; John 4:39; John 4:53; John 12:11; John 12:42; John 16:27; John 17:8; John 20:8) and culminates in the summary of the Evangelist's testimony of seven miracles in John 20:30-31, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name."

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
John 8:31 — Comments - Many people believed in Jesus because of the miracles He performed. However, not all of them became disciples because they did not follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. There are two phases of the Christian life: conversion and discipleship. A born-again believer must begin the process of Christian maturity in God's Word in order to become a disciple of Jesus Christ.

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
John 8:32 — Comments- Andrew Wommack say that it is the truth we know that sets us free. The truth itself does not set us free until we understand how to walk in that truth by applying it to our lives. 207]

207] Andrew Wommack, Gospel Truth (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

When we are submitted to God's Word, we will walk in the most freedom. But when we ignore the truth and walk in disobedience, we live in bondage. For example, a train is created and designed to travel down a set of railroad tracks. As long as it stays on the tracks it is free to move and prosper in what it was created to do. But if it jumps the tracks, it is bound in the soil in which it was not designed to travel. So it is with our lives. God has given each of us a destiny and a path to walk. Our greatest freedom will be to follow this divine path.

John 8:35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 
John 8:35 — Comments - The servant has no legal right to set himself free. He lives as a servant, legally bound in the house of another. In contrast, the son of the householder was born free in his father's house. He is free to live in this house without bondage forever.

John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
John 8:36 — Comments - Jesus came to see men entirely free from the bondage of his sinful nature, from the bondage of the devil, and from the bondages of this world. This freedom comes in its fullness by abiding in God's Word ( John 8:31-32).

John 8:31-36 — Comments - Jesus Came to Set Men Free- Jesus has come to set us free. He declared this in Luke 4:18-19. But in order to be set free and live free, we must know the truth. Anything that is contrary to the Word of God is deception. It is this deception that keeps mankind in bondage to sin.

John 8:39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham"s children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 
John 8:39 — Comments- Even the Pharisees had the doctrine of once saved, always saved. They believed that they, as Jews and a descendent of Abraham, could never lose their relationship with God.

John 8:40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 
John 8:41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 
John 8:41 — "We be not born of fornication" - Comments- One commentator notes that this could have been a reference to the fact that the Jews believed that Jesus" birth was not divine, but conceived in fornication. However, the context of this passage makes no indication of a reference to Jesus" birth in this passage of Scripture.

John 8:39-41 — Comments - The Works of Abraham- The works of Abraham were that he believed God:

Galatians 3:6, "Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."

Galatians 3:29, "And if ye be Christ"s, then are ye Abraham"s seed, and heirs according to the promise."

John 8:44 — "He was a murderer from the beginning" - Comments - Jesus makes a reference to the murder of Abel by his brother Cain.

John 8:44 — "and the lusts of your father ye will do" - Comments- The Greek text reveals a better reading when it says, "and the lusts of your father you desire to do."

John 8:48 — Comments- Men have not changed even today. Many who walk close to God and work miracles are accused by other Christians of having demons.

John 8:51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 
John 8:51 — Comments- In John 8:51 death means spiritual separation from God, since every human will experience the death of their mortal body. 

Hebrews 9:27, "And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:"

John 8:52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 
John 8:53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 
John 8:52-53 — Comments - The Jews Misunderstand Jesus- They thought that Jesus was speaking of physical death.

John 8:54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 
John 8:55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 
John 8:55 — Comments - Jesus says, "Ye have not known him ( γινώ σκω); but I know him ( εἴδω)…" Thus, John uses two different Greek words to convey the concept of knowing. W. E. Vine says γινώ σκω usually means a "progress" in knowledge, while εἴδω means a "fullness" of knowledge. 208]

208] W. E. Vine, M. F. Unger, and W. White, Vine"s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, vol 2 (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2009), 346-347.

John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 
John 8:56 — Comments- Perhaps the phrase "My day" is a reference to when Abraham when he met Melchisedec in Genesis 14. Note Hebrews 7 for a lengthy discussion of Melchisedec. However, a more likely interpretation is the Abraham was in heaven and was aware of the time when Jesus Christ left Heaven and came to earth in the form of a child. All of Heaven was probably aware of this day when Jesus took upon Himself the form of a man.

John 8:57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
John 8:57 — Comments - Luke tells us that Jesus was about thirty years old when He began His public ministry, saying, "And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli," ( Luke 3:23) He had been in the public ministry during two Passovers ( John 2:23; John 6:4), or approximately two years. Thus, Jesus was in His early thirties.

John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 
John 8:58 — Comments- John 8:58 reveals to us that the Creator of the universe is not bound by the laws of the universe. Jesus Christ and God the Father do not live in the dimensions of time and space. In contrast, man lives in the present, remembers the past and looks forward to the future. But, God sees all of this in a glance. While man can only be in one location at a time, God is omnipresent.

If Jesus Christ would have said, "Before Abraham was, I was" or "I existed," He would have been lying; for Jesus would have limited Himself to existing within the realm of time. But He is the Creator and He exists now, in the past and in the future, all at one time. Therefore, He had to say, "Before Abraham was, I am". In other words, "Before Abraham existed, I am in continual existence."

In John 8:58 Jesus makes perhaps the clearest declaration He has ever made to humanity that He Himself is God manifested in the flesh when He declares, "Before Abraham was, I am." Since the Fall of man and the subjection of Creation unto vanity, all things have awaited the manifestation of the Son of God, the Messiah, and the Redeemer, who is to come and redeem mankind and creation from corruption. In two simple words "I am" every human being is given a choice whether to accept His redemption, or to reject it. Since the Holy Bible speaks the language of the heart, then the spirit of man will hear so simple a statement that none can misunderstand. Everyone's heart has to make a decision whether to receive these words, or reject them. Most of humanity will reject these words, but the few that accept them will taste of the amazing experience of being regenerated, or born again. 

All of creation and every human being, who have all be made subject to vanity, have cried out for redemption from their state of futility and suffering. God chose to bring mankind an answer in a form that tests his heart. This message of redemption did not come as a great oration of speech, for then only the wise would understand it. It did not come from someone who held an earthly position wealth and nobility, for then only those under his dominion would receive it, and that against their will. It did not come as a statement from a descendent of Abraham to his fellow Jew, for then only the Jews would receive it. However, it came in such simplicity that even the most unlearned could understand and believe. It came from a Person who had made himself poor so that men were not compelled to believe. It came from the lips of a sinless Man so that every race of men must recognize his own sinfulness. It came within the context of a human voice, being born of the seed of Prayer of Manasseh , but declaring Himself to be eternal, so that any man of any age could receive it.

John 8:59 Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.
John 8:59 — Comments- Jesus withdrew from a hostile, negative environment on numerous occasions. He first withdrew from Judea into Galilee when John the Baptist was cast into prison ( Matthew 4:12). The people in His hometown of Nazareth tried to kill Him, and He supernaturally passed through the crowd, and moved His residence to Capernaum ( Luke 4:30-31). He passed through hostile crowds miraculously on a number of other occasions ( John 8:59; John 10:39). The people of the country of the Gergesenes asked Him to depart, and He did so ( Matthew 8:34 to Matthew 9:1). He was persecuted while in Galilee and withdrew Himself ( Matthew 12:14-15). He hid himself several times from those who were hostile ( John 5:13; John 12:36). He stopped His public ministry in Judea because the Jewish leaders sought to kill Him ( John 7:1). Jesus once escaped across the Jordan River because of persecution ( John 10:39-40). At one point Jesus stopped His public ministry and withdrew Himself into the wilderness ( John 11:53-54). Jesus taught His disciples to do the same ( Matthew 10:23).

Matthew 4:12, "Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee;"

Luke 4:30-31, "But he passing through the midst of them went his way, And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days."

John 8:59, "Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

John 10:39, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,"

Matthew 8:34 to Matthew 9:1, "And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts. And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city."

Matthew 12:14-15, "Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all;"

John 5:13, "And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place."

John 12:36, "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them."

John 7:1, "After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him."

John 10:39-40, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode."

John 11:53-54, "Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples."

Matthew 10:23, "But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come."

Each time Jesus saved His own life, He knew that His time was not yet, and so He deliberately avoided being killed ( John 7:30; John 8:20); for this power was in His hand and no man could take His life. However, when His time had come, He willingly gave Himself over into the hands of man ( John 10:17-18).

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

John 10:17-18, "Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father."

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-21 

The Fifth Miracle: The Testimony of Our Divine Service in Christ - John 9:1-34 gives us the fifth miracle that John records in his Gospel. It is the story of the healing of a blind and his interrogation by the Jewish leaders. This is followed by the testimony of Jesus Christ to the Jews that He is the Good Shepherd whom men should follow ( John 9:35 to John 10:21). The emphasis in this passage of Scripture is on Jesus guiding God's children into divine service, a motif recognized among scholars. 209]

209] In his sermon on John 9:4 entitled "The Gifts to the Flock," Alexander MacLaren interprets the metaphor of "going in and out" to describe man's two-fold relationship to God. He says, "The one side is the contemplative life of interior union with God by faith and love; the other, the active life of practical obedience in the field of work which God provides for us." See Alexander MacLaren, The Gospel According to St. John chapters IX to XIV, in Expositions of Holy Scripture (New York: A. C. Armstrong and Song of Solomon , 1908), 29.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Healing of the Blind Man — John 9:1-34
2. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (The Good Shepherd) — John 9:35 to John 10:21


Verses 1-34 

The Fifth Miracle: The Healing of a Blind Prayer of Manasseh - Jesus healed this man not because he believed in Jesus, but because Jesus was sent by the Father to manifest the works of God. Thus, Jesus was manifesting His calling of serving the Father by healing him. This miracle testifies of our need to obey Jesus Christ as He sends us out to serve Him during our spiritual journey, which reflects the part of our spiritual journey designated "calling." The word "Siloam" means "sent."

Why does the Gospel of John give such a lengthy story of one man's healing? The key verses to this answer are in John 10:26-27. This healing glorified God and it bore witness of Jesus having come from God. However, the false sheep would not believe. Most of chapter 9 involved a discussion carried on by unbelieving Pharisees in order to show us how to recognize false believers. They have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof ( 2 Timothy 3:5). Jesus began chapter 9 by saying in verse 3, "that the works of God should be made manifest in him." These two chapters show this exact thing happening during this lengthy story.

John 10:26, "But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

2 Timothy 3:5, "Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away."

John 9:1 — Comments- The fact that this man was blind from birth implies that his eyes were never properly formed in the womb. This would explain why Jesus placed clay on his eyes before commanding him to go and wash, for Jesus was creating two new eyes for him.

John 9:3 — Comments- We do know according to Scriptures that sin produces sickness. In this man"s case, Jesus explains that God foreordained that this man be born blind in order to manifest the Lord Jesus Christ through this miracle. This is the reason Jesus chose a unique method of healing this man that was different from all others. By making a ball of clay and placing it in this man"s eyes, God finished His work of creation on this poor humble soul.

John opens his Gospel by stating in John 1:14 that his Gospel is intended to reveal the glory that Christ Jesus had with the Heavenly Father. Each miracle that John recorded was done so to reveal His glory.

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

We see Jesus making similar references to His glory being revealed by the miracles recorded in John ( John 2:11; John 9:3; John 11:4; John 11:40). 

John 2:11, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."

John 9:3, "Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him."

John 11:4, "When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby."

John 11:40, "Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"

John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 
John 9:4 — Comments - Within the context of the metaphor of light and darkness in John 9:4, Alexander MacLaren interprets the day to represent man's earthly life, and the night to represent life after death. 210] In our earthly life, man toils while it is day, racing against time before darkness comes and his work ceases, and in the night a man's soul is at rest from his labours. However, mankind leaves this world and his soul is either at rest in Heaven or tormented in hell. 

210] Alexander MacLaren, The Gospel According to St. John chapters IX to XIV, in Expositions of Holy Scripture (New York: A. C. Armstrong and Song of Solomon , 1908), 1.

However, Andreas J. Ksterberger understands this metaphor in John 9:4 to refer specifically to Jesus' work on earth as the Light of the World, so that the day represents His earthly ministry that is quickly coming to a close, and the darkness symbolic of the spiritual darkness that enshrouds mankind apart from the light of Jesus Christ. 211]

211] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 282.

John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 
John 9:5 — Comments - The motif of Jesus being the light of the world is first mentioned in the prologue to John's Gospel, and it is further developed throughout the Gospel. The four-fold testimony of the deity of Jesus Christ mentioned in John 5:19-47 as the Father, John the Baptist, the works of Jesus, and the Old Testament Scriptures are the testimonies that God uses to enlighten the world of redemption through faith in Jesus Christ. Within the context of Jesus healing the blind man ( John 9:1-7), this miracle enlightens the world to the fact that Jesus is the light of the world.

John 9:6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
John 9:6 — Comments - The unique miracle of Jesus making clay and placing it upon the blind man's eyes stimulates suggestions as to why He did this. We can reflect upon the fact that God originally made Adam from the clay of the earth ( Genesis 2:7). Thus, in a sense Jesus was making this blind man new eyes that had not been made before.

Genesis 2:7, "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

John 9:7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 
John 9:7 — "And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.)" - Comments - The pool of Siloam is frequently mentioned by Josephus. 212] The Copper Scroll of Qumran also mentions this pool (3Q 15 John 10:16). 213]

212] See Josephus, Wars 2162; 541; 561; 594; 5122; 672; 685.

213] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 283.

Jesus asked the blind man to take journey to the pool of Siloam. This was a step of faith for this blind man as he had to believe that he could make it to this pool. He had to "look" for this pool. God often asks us to respond in faith to His command. For example, Jesus asked the paralytic to stand up and walk.

According to the Mosaic Law, washing was symbolic of the cleansing of sin.

Exodus 30:18-20, "Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:"

Leviticus 13:6, "And the priest shall look on him again the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague be somewhat dark, and the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean: it is but a scab: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean."

Leviticus 16:4, "He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on."

Leviticus 16:26, "And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and afterward come into the camp."

Leviticus 17:16, "But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear his iniquity."

Jesus alluded to this meaning in John 13:10.

John 13:10, "Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all."

We see this meaning in Acts 22:16.

Acts 22:16, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."

"He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing" - Comments - Jesus was not there when the man healed of blindness returned, because the witnesses asked him where Jesus was, and he said he did not know ( John 9:12).

John 9:12 — Comments - The repetition of the activity of Jesus in healing the blind on the Sabbath precludes the accusations by the Pharisees in John 9:16 that Jesus broke the Law by working on the Sabbath.

John 9:16 — Comments - The Pharisees were divided as to the identify of Jesus Christ, among them would have been Nicodemus ( John 7:50).

John 7:50, "Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,)"

John 9:22 — "for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue" - Comments- Robert Gundry says that the Jews during the last part of the first century, when John wrote his Gospel, incorporated a Benediction against Heretics into the liturgy of their services in an effort to ostracize all Jewish Christians from synagogues. Since it was possible that many Jewish converts were expelled from these synagogues, he suggests that John may have included the story of the healing of the blind man and the response from the Pharisees ( John 9:1-34) as a source of encouragement to these persecuted Jewish Christians. 214]

214] The benediction reads, "For the excommunicate let there be no hope, and the kingdom of pride do Thou quickly root out in our days. And let the Christians and the heretics perish as in a moment. Let them be blotted out of the book of life, and with the righteous let them not be written. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who subdueth the proud." See Robert H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testament, revised edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House), 104.

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

John 16:2, "They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service."

John 9:22 — Comments - As the tension between Jesus Christ as the Jewish leaders rises in the course of John's Gospel, the author begins to insert comments about the people's fear of the Jews, and he will do so on six occasions ( John 7:13; John 9:22; John 12:42; John 19:7-8; John 19:38; John 20:19). The Jews who held the most authority would have been the Sanhedrin, whom the people would have most feared. 215] 

215] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 232.

John 7:13, "Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews."

John 9:22, "These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue."

John 12:42, "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:"

John 19:7-8, "The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;"

John 19:38, "And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus."

John 20:19, "Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."

John 9:31 — "Now we know that God heareth not sinners" - Comments- John 9:31 is preceded by much talk of whether Jesus was a sinner or not ( John 9:16; John 9:25).

John 9:16, "Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them."

John 9:25, "He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see."

John 9:32 — Comments - The miracle of healing the blind is not found in the Old Testament. This is therefore the first miracle of its kind in Jewish history.



Verse 35 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: The Good Shepherd - John 9:35 to John 10:21 gives us the story of Jesus' testimony to the Jews of His deity by revealing Himself as the Good Shepherd. This testimony is the result of the events surrounding the controversy over the healing of the man who was born blind ( John 9:1-41). For those who accept the doctrine of Jesus Christ ( John 7:1-36), and partake of the Living Water, which is the Holy Spirit ( John 7:37 to John 8:1), and learn to walk in the light of God's Word ( John 8:2-59), for those Jesus is the Good Shepherd whom He protects and guides along the path of eternal life ( John 9:35 to John 10:21).

John 9:38 — Comments (1) - The first time the blind man met Jesus, he saw Him as simply a prophet, as the Son of Man in the flesh ( John 9:17). On this second encounter, the man saw Jesus Christ with spiritual eyes and recognized Him as the divine Son of God. This is why he worshipped Jesus. In the first encounter, the blind man was not seeking the Lord and this is why he did not recognize him except in the flesh as a prophet, for this is the way many people saw Jesus, as the Son of Man. With the second encounter, the man was seeking to know Him; for he said, "Who is Hebrews , Lord, that I might believe on him?" Thus, the Lord was able to reveal Himself to this man. It is this way that God has chosen to reveal Himself to those who will seek Him.

Note also that between the first and second encounter, the blind man endured persecution. It is persecution that often drives us to seek the Lord. This is why God does not always deliver us from the persecutions of this life; because He knows the precious outcome of fellowship and intimate with Him that is often produced from persecutions. We draw near to the Father and are able to see Him to a greater degree, as did the blind man.

Many people saw Jesus Christ in the flesh during His earthly ministry, but they did not recognize Him as the Son of God. This is because they were seeking earthly benefits rather than seeking to know God. It was to those three disciples who most earnestly sought His presence that Jesus revealed Himself most gloriously on the Mount of Transfiguration ( Matthew 17:1-13). The other apostles who followed Him were also able to see Jesus as the divine Son of God, but not with as much revelation as Peter, James and John saw on the Mount. Remember Moses, who earnestly sought to see God. To him did God reveal His back side ( Exodus 33:12 to Exodus 34:8). The man Elijah sought to Mount Horeb in his flight from Jezebel in order to find God's presence and strength. To him God manifested Himself in a still small voice. But it is interesting to note that both Moses and Elijah were the first to behold Jesus Christ in all of His glory on the Mount of Transfiguration.

John 9:38 — Comments (2) - Within each of the six feast sections is found a miracle that testifies of Jesus' deity. We find six of these miracles ending with a statement that many believed in Him because of these miracles ( John 2:11, John 4:53, John 5:15, John 6:14, John 9:38, John 11:45). The seventh miracle ends with a similar statement ( John 20:29).

John 9:39 — "And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world" - Scripture Reference- Note: 

Ezekiel 33:5, "He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul."

John 9:39 — "that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind" - Comments - In John 9:39 Jesus contrasts physical blindness with spiritual blindness. The blind man could not only now see physically, but at his confession of faith in Jesus as Christ, he could not see spiritually. In contrast, the Pharisees, who had physical sight, could not see spiritually to recognize Jesus as the Messiah.

John 10:3 — "and he calleth his own sheep by name" - Comments- In agricultural societies the relationship between owner and beast goes very deep. It was a custom to give each animal in a herd a name. This was a form of record-keeping in order to remember the history of each animal. Here is an excerpt from Yoweri K. Museveni"s book Sowing the Mustard Seed. In it, we see the close relationship between a modern-day herdsman and his cattle:

"Cows were, and still are, central to Banyankore culture. All our cows have names and the names are descriptive, according to the animal"s colour and shape of its horns, but we also name them according to characteristics- some are fast-moving and others are slow-moving. The name not only identifies the cow, but indicates the name of its mother. So we say: "the brown cow of the mother with the long horns", as the Arabs say "Said bin Said", Said son of Said. In this way we can keep track of what has happened to such and such a cow- a form of record-keeping in what has traditionally been a non-literate society.

"Our cows, with their large long horns, are remarkably gentle and even the bulls are placid. This is because of the way that we treat them. We do not regard them as existing only for commercial gain. They are like members of our families and we treat them very intimately. For instance, we have a brush called enkuyo, which we use to clean and massage the cow, a process we call okuragaza. This is done for most of the milking cows, but also for favourites amongst them. It is a form of communicating with them and they enjoy it very much. A cow will follow you everywhere if you massage it with that brush. I have a great personal feeling for my cows, especially the ones whose ancestors have been in our family for a very long time. They are like cousins and sisters to me. I think if I acquired other cows they would not mean as much to me. I do not have the same feeling for the exotic breeds from Europe, but perhaps over time they will become like adopted children and we shall like them." 216]

216] Yoweri K. Museveni, Sowing the Mustard Seed (London: Macmillan Publishers Ltd, 1997), 3-4.

John 10:3-4 — Comments - The Abundant Life- As we go about in our daily lives, we have Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit, to lead us into an abundant life.

Romans 8:14, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."

Note these words by Frances J. Roberts:

"Turn not into the diverging path, neither fear to follow Me. For as the shepherd when he putteth forth his sheep goes before, so shalt thou know of a surety that I go before thee. And it shall be to thee a place of broad pastures, yea, of enlarged vision; of increased fruitfulness, and unbounded blessings - and nothing shall prevent Me. Look not to thine own thoughts, but walk in the Spirit: so shalt thou accomplish the work which the Spirit desireth to do. Eternity alone shall reveal the fruit of this hidden ministry. For we labor not in the material realm, and we work not with the elements of this world; but our labour is in the realm of the Spirit, and the accomplishments are not judged by the human eye, but shall be revealed in the light of eternity." 217]

217] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 46.

John 10:9 — Comments- Kenneth Copeland interprets John 10:9 to mean that once we trust in Jesus, we will find pasture, or God's blessings, wherever we go. 218] I understand that going in to be figurative of our times of refreshing from being in His presence so that we can go back into the world with the strength to overcome. 

218] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
John 10:10 — "The thief cometh not, but for" - Comments- There is nothing good in the Devil. Everything that he does is focused on destruction.

John 10:10 — "to steal, and to kill, and to destroy" - Comments- Note the progressive intensity, or the degrees of evil found in these words. A petty thief will steal from someone and spare his life, but a more wicked thug will murder while attempting to steal. This is a greater degree of wickedness. A more wicked human being than this will go so far as to destroy a nation in order to gain and defend his powers to rule over others. 

John 10:10 — "I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" - Comments- Arthur Blessitt once defined "Life" in one word, which was, "Relationships." 219] That Isaiah , life consists of relationships with God and people. Mark Carillo said, "Life is good, and then we get to go to heaven." 220]

219] Arthur Blessitt, interviewed by Matthew Crouch, Behind the Scenes, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2008), television program.

220] Mark Carillo, "Sermon" (Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas), 15 July 2007.

John 10:10 — Comments - Within the context of the Gospel of John , Jesus has been revealing various aspects of Himself as it relates to His role in bringing God's children into Heaven. He has offered Himself as the Bread of Life so that we may partake of fellowship with Him and hear His Word in our hearts each day; He has offered us the baptism of the Holy Spirit as the Living Water that refreshes the inner man; He has revealed Himself as the Light of the World so that the Holy Spirit can illuminate our daily path into a life of abundance. He is also our Shepherd who will keep us from evil and harm from the works of Satan if we will learn to walk under the leadership of the Holy Spirit and His Word. Jesus came to give us abundant life; however, we must meet the condition of accepting all of these aspects of Jesus Christ into our hearts and lives. As believers, we can walk carnally and stray from this path of abundance, opening the door for Satan to kill, steal, and destroy our lives. We must hid ourselves in the shelter of His arms in order to have an abundant life.

The two contrasts in our lives, as to who is at work, is clear. We can learn from John 10:10 if the devil or Jesus is at work in our lives. For example, the devil has the capability and power to steal, kill and destroy among mankind, having robbed man of his God-given authority in the Garden of Eden. We must be aware of the devil's potential do destructive work in our lives as we strive to walk in the abundant life that God has made available for believers. This is why the Scriptures tell us to resist the devil and not give him any place in our lives to work his destruction ( Ephesians 4:27, James 4:7).

Ephesians 4:27, "Neither give place to the devil."

James 4:7, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."

It is important to understand that abundant life does not consist of a man's material possessions ( Luke 12:15), but in his close walk with the Lord. Life consists in having peace, joy, love, etc, and the power to overcome the devil.

Luke 12:15, "And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man"s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
John 10:11 — Comments- Does God care more about the life of a man than a sheep? Jesus is speaking concerning Christ and the Church. Note a similar use of animals used figuratively to represent man:

1 Corinthians 9:9, "For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?"

Illustration- David was a good shepherd.

1 Samuel 17:34-35, "And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father"s sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him."

Scripture References- Note other reference verses regarding Christ's care for the Church:

Matthew 20:28, "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." 

John 10:15, "As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep."

Galatians 1:4, "Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:"

Ephesians 5:32, "This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church."

1 Timothy 2:6, "Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."

Titus 2:14, "Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."

Hebrews 5:7-9, "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Song of Solomon , yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;"

John 10:10-11 — Comments - Abundant Life Verses Destruction- God makes something out of nothing, but Satan makes nothing out of something. God is able to make someone's life worth something when it was nothing, but Satan is able to take a productive life and turn it into failure.

John 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
John 10:12 — Illustration - Having lived as a missionary in Africa for many years, I learned how frightened security guards become when threatened on the job. They often drop their guns and run rather than stand up against the thieves. This flight response is because the culture is fear-based rather than faith based. In other words, people often make decisions based upon fears rather than upon an unswerving faith in God.

John 10:18 — "No man taketh it from me" - Comments - Man did not take Jesus" life from Him. He willing laid it down. This is why the Scriptures say that He gave up the ghost on the Cross ( John 19:30). Not man took His life on the Cross. 

John 19:30, "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost."

John 10:19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.
John 10:19 — Scripture Reference- Note:

Luke 12:51, "Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:"

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 22-42 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: His Works - John 10:22-42 gives us Jesus' testimony of His deity based upon His works, which refers to His miracles in the previous passages of John's Gospel. Jesus makes five references to His works ( John 10:25; John 10:32; John 10:37-38) in this passage by opening His testimony with a reference to these works ( John 10:25).

John 10:22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 
John 10:22 — Comments- The Feast of Dedication and the Feast of Purim were the two Jewish feasts instituted after Israel's return from the Babylonian Captivity. The Feast of Dedication, also called Hanukkah, or the Feast of Lights, commemorates the restoration of the Temple services by Judas Maccabeus after it had been desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanes. 221] This feast was celebrated for eight days, commencing on the 25th day of the ninth Jewish month (December). 222] Josephus explains the origin of this feast, saying, "Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for eight days; and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon: but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and delighted them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name given to that festival." (Antiquities 1277) 

221] Andreas J. Ksterberger, John , in Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2004), 309.

222] Ella Davis Isaacs, "Feast of Dedication," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008); R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Feasts and Festivals: Feast of Dedication."

John 10:22 is the only mention in the Holy Scriptures of the Feast of Dedication.

John 10:23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon"s porch. 
John 10:23 — Comments - The six feast sections of John's Gospel ( John 2:1 to John 11:54) have distinct transitional statements regarding Jesus journeying to a Jewish feast and retreating after manifesting Himself as the Son of God ( John 2:2; John 2:12; John 5:1; John 6:1; John 7:1-9; John 10:23). The seventh miracle of the Resurrection also begins with a similar statement of Jesus arriving at a feast ( John 11:55 to John 12:1).

John 10:23 — Comments- Solomon's porch is mentioned three times in the Scriptures ( John 10:23, Acts 3:11; Acts 5:12). W. Shaw Caldecott describes this structure, saying, "In architecture a ‘porch' is strictly an exterior structure forming a covered approach to the entrance of a building; a ‘portico' is an ambulatory, consisting of a roof supported by columns placed at regular intervals--a roofed colonnade. The portico bearing Solomon"s name was that running along the eastern wall in the Court of the Gentiles of Herod"s temple." 223]

223] W. Shaw Caldecott, "Porch, Portico, Solomon's," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Acts 3:11, "And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John , all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon"s, greatly wondering."

Acts 5:12, "And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon"s porch."

John 10:24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
John 10:24 — Comments- During the Feast of Dedication, emphasis is placed upon the perseverance of our faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. For example, this section in John's Gospel opens with the Jews saying to Jesus, "How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." ( John 10:24). Thus, the Jews were not willing to endure Jesus' season of ministry as He repeatedly worked miracles and used those opportunities to declare Himself as the Son of God. In contrast, Martha makes a statement that reflects true, persevering faith, saying to Jesus, "Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee." ( John 11:21-22)

John 10:25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father"s name, they bear witness of me.
John 10:25 — Comments - Within the context of the Gospel of John , the miracles that Jesus wrought were accompanied by the testimony of Jesus Christ declaring Himself as the Son of God, with each miracle reflecting a particular aspect of His deity. Thus, in John 10:25 Jesus refers to His miracles as the supporting testimony of His deity.

We also will do greater works ( John 14:12-13). Saving souls is indeed a greater work, but, in preaching the Gospel and in bringing souls to Jesus, God has chosen to confirm His Gospel with signs and wonders ( Mark 16:17-20 and Hebrews 2:4). Jesus tells the Jews in this verse that the miracles are a witness to the truth of His message, but they did not hear (understand or perceive) what He was saying (see verse 27). God"s sheep hear His voice.

John 14:12-13, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son."

Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;"

Mark 16:20, "And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen."

Hebrews 2:4, "God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?"

John 10:26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.
John 10:26 — Comments- John 10:26 gives the reason for the unbelief of the Jews, explaining that these individuals were not of Jesus' flock.

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
John 10:27 — "My sheep hear my voice" - Comments- The sheep that were of Jesus' flock have an open heart to hear and believe the Word of God. Jesus was addressing Jews whose hearts were hardened.

John 10:27 — "and they follow me" - That Isaiah , "they obey me."

John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
John 10:28 — "and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand" - Comments- This phrase is an example of poetic Hebrew parallelism, found often throughout the Gospel of John.

John 10:29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father"s hand.
John 10:29 — Scripture Reference- A similar verse is found in 1 Corinthians 10:13, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."

John 10:33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a Prayer of Manasseh , makest thyself God.
John 10:33 — "makest thyself God" - Scripture Reference- Note John 5:18, "Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God."

John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
John 10:34 — Comments- In John 10:34 Jesus quotes from Psalm 82:6, "I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High." This is the only time Psalm 82:6 is quoted in the New Testament.

Why was the book of Psalm called the law in this passage; perhaps because all of the books written in the Old Testament were written under the dispensation of the Mosaic Law. The book of Psalm points to the Mosaic Law often as representing God"s ways of righteous. The books of the Old Testament describe the living out of the Law in the nation of Israel. Thus, the Law is used in its broadest means in John 10:34 to refer to all of the Old Testament.

John 10:39 — Comments- John tells us that on at least four occasions Jesus withdrew Himself in order to avoid a conflict with the Jews. 

John 5:13, "And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place."

John 8:59, "Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

John 10:39, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,"

John 12:36, "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them."

Jesus faced similar wrath from the people of Nazareth in the beginning of His public ministry.

Luke 4:28-29, "And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong."

Jesus knew that His time was not yet, and so He deliberately escaped.

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

However, when His time had come, He willingly gave Himself over into the hands of man.

John 10:40 And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode. 
John 10:40 — Comments - John the Baptist was first baptizing people in Bethany (Bethabara) beyond Jordan) ( John 1:28).

John 1:28, "These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing."

John 10:41 And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true. 
John 10:42 And many believed on him there.


Verses 22-57 

The Sixth Miracle (Perseverance) (Jesus Testifies that He is the Source of Man's Future Hope of the Resurrection) - John 10:22 to John 11-57 records the sixth miracle of Jesus Christ that was used to bear witness of His deity, which was the raising of Lazarus from the dead. This miracle is unique to John's Gospel, not being recorded in the Synoptics. During the Feast of Dedication, emphasis is placed upon the perseverance of our faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. For example, this section in John's Gospel opens with the Jews saying to Jesus, "How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." ( John 10:24). Thus, the Jews were not willing to endure Jesus' season of ministry as He repeatedly worked miracles and used those opportunities to declare Himself as the Son of God. In contrast, Martha makes a statement that reflects true, persevering faith, saying to Jesus, "Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee." ( John 11:21-22) Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead and declares Himself as the "Resurrection and the Life" for all mankind ( John 11:25), revealing man's need to persevere until his how glorification at his resurrection in his redemptive journey ( John 10:22 to John 11:54). This section in John's Gospel begins with Jesus' testimony of His deity based upon His works and miracles ( John 10:22-38). After the transition passage typical of each section in which Jesus withdraws Himself ( John 10:39-42), He performs the sixth miracle of the raising of Lazarus from the dead ( John 11:1-27). John usually records Jesus' testimony of His deity in relation to a miracle after performing this work. However, in this passage Jesus testifies of His deity as the Resurrection and the Life immediately before raising Lazarus from the dead ( John 11:1-27). He then performs this miracle ( John 11:28-44). 

This miracle testifies of the part of our spiritual journey called perseverance. In this story of the raising of Lazarus we see Mary and Martha anxiously awaiting the return of Jesus Christ to their home so that their brother would not die. Jesus deliberately delayed His coming after hearing the news of this sickness so that He could perform this particular miracle of the resurrection of the dead so that they might believe in Him. Jesus waited until Lazarus had died so that He could testify that He Himself is the Resurrection and the Life. We, too, anxiously await the return of our Lord and Saviour, who will resurrect those who are dead in Christ and change our mortal bodies into immortality. It is through Christ we, too, will partake of our resurrection and eternal glorification. This miracle of the resurrection reflects the believer's future hope of glorification with the Father in Heaven. Our response to this sixth miracle is to place our hope in a future resurrection and eternal life as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ. If we believe in Jesus as the Son of God, we will put our hope in Him for our future resurrection and eternal glorification with Him in Heaven.

Outline- Here is a suggested outline:

1. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (His Works) — John 10:22-42
2. The Sixth Miracle (Testimony of Lazarus) — John 11:1-54
a. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (Resurrection & Life) — John 11:1-27
b. The Raising of Lazarus — John 11:28-44
c. The Plot to Kill Jesus — John 11:45-54
This Miracle Led to Jesus' Arrest and Crucifixion- Because the raising of Lazarus was performed in Bethany, which was close to Jerusalem, and because the news of this miracle spread rapidly among the people, the city of Jerusalem was stirred. They would soon receive Him in His Triumphant Entry as a "king," but the Jewish leaders decide that this miracle is too much for them to bear because of the large amount of people who believed in Him as a result. They then intensified their efforts to put Him to death and found justification for themselves for fear of the Romans ( John 11:45-54). At this point, they began to organize his arrest. Thus, this miracle precipitated the death of Jesus.

Comparison of Martha and Mary - The story of Lazarus being raised from the dead contrasts the reactions of Martha and Mary as they met Jesus. While Martha went out and met Him ( John 11:20), Mary saw Him and fell down at his feet ( John 11:32). It was Mary who first came to Jesus as a sinner and anointed His feet with oil and wiped them with her hair ( Luke 7:36-50). Therefore, she seems to respond to Jesus with deeper emotion because she was forgiven of much sin. Also, both said the same thing to Jesus, "Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." ( John 11:21; John 11:32)

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-27 

Jesus Testifies of His Deity: The Resurrection and Life - John 11:1-27 records Jesus' testimony of His deity as the Resurrection and the Life. Based upon His previous testimonies of His predestination, divine calling, justification, doctrine, and divine service, He must also be our resurrection and life. This testimony precedes the raising of Lazarus from the dead ( John 11:28-44).

John 11:1 — Comments- The name "Lazarus" is very likely the Greek form for the Hebrew name "Eliezar." 224]

224] F. C. Cook, ed, The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanatory and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Other Clergy of the Anglican Church, New Testament, vol 2 (London: John Murray, 1880), 164.

John 11:2 — Comments - John the apostle records this story in John 12:3, "Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment."

John 11:4 — Comments- John opens his Gospel by stating in John 1:14 that his Gospel is intended to reveal the glory that Christ Jesus had with the Heavenly Father. Each miracle that John recorded was done in order to reveal His glory. In these miracles, it was not the sickness itself, but rather the miraculous healing, that brought glory to God. In John 11:4 Jesus will be glorified and will glorify the Father through the resurrection of Lazarus. This aspect of His glorification will reflect the resurrection or glorification of God's children in God's plan of redemption for mankind. The resurrection of Lazarus will reflect the final phase of man's redemption. 

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

The preceding five miracles have also reflected the thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for mankind. We see Jesus making similar references to His glory being revealed by the miracles recorded in John ( John 2:11; John 9:3; John 11:4; John 11:40). 

John 2:11, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."

John 9:3, "Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him."

John 11:4, "When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby."

John 11:40, "Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"

John 11:6 — Comments - Jesus had fled Judea because of increased persecution from the Jewish leaders and travelled on the east side of the Jordan River ( John 10:40). 

John 11:8 — Comments - The Jewish leaders were trying to seize Jesus and stone Him while in Jerusalem ( John 10:31-39).

John 11:9 — Comments - In John 11:9 the word "light" represents walking in the light of God's Word. Therefore, walking in darkness is walking without God"s direction and presence.

John 11:8-10 — Comments - Walking in the Light- The disciples seem to ask Jesus if He really knew where He was walking. Jesus replies about walking in daylight to illustrate that He is walking in the light, or under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

John 11:11 — Comments - Perhaps Paul uses the term "sleepeth" in 1 Thessalonians 4:14 because of the way Jesus used this term in John 11:11. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14, "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him."

John 11:11 — Comments - Jesus is also able to bring resurrection life to us and to the churches today.

John 11:16 — "which is called Didymus" - Comments- Didymus was the surname of Thomas. It means, "two-fold, double, or twin" (Strong). This word unique to the Gospel of John , not being found in the Synoptic Gospels. This name is found two other times in John"s Gospel. 

John 20:24, "But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came."

John 21:2, "There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples."

We have no record in the Scriptures of when Thomas received this surname, whether it was given by Jesus, or by someone else.

John 11:16 — Comments - In John 11:16 we see Thomas in his struggle to believe the words of Jesus about the resurrection of Lazarus, just as he does upon hearing of the resurrection of Jesus ( John 20:24-25).

John 20:24-25, "But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe."

John 11:20 — Comments - Jesus had recently escaped from the Jews in Jerusalem ( John 10:39-40), so He was showing Himself publically to large crowds at this time. Although He comes to raise Lazarus from the dead, Jesus did not enter the home of Martha and Mary in the city ( John 11:30). Rather, He stopped at a distance, and Martha and Mary went out of their house to meet Him. From that meeting, they went to the tomb where Lazarus was laid. At this point in His public ministry, Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews ( John 11:54; John 12:36).

John 10:39-40, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode."

John 11:30, "Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him."

John 11:54, "Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with his disciples."

John 12:36, "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them." 



Verses 1-54 

The Sixth Miracle: The Testimony of Lazarus - The death of Lazarus provides Jesus an opportunity to reveal the final aspect of His divinity, the fact that He will resurrect from the dead to eternal life those who believe in Him. This miracle will incite the Jews who oppose Him to kill Jesus.

Outline: Here is a proposed outline:
1. Jesus Testifies of His Deity (Resurrection & Life) — John 11:1-27
2. The Raising of Lazarus — John 11:28-44
3. The Plot to Kill Jesus — John 11:45-54


Verses 28-44 

The Sixth Miracle: The Raising of Lazarus - John 11:28-44 tells us the story of how Jesus Christ raised Lazarus from the dead, the sixth miracle that testifies of Jesus as our resurrection through faith in Him.

John 11:29 — Comments- Mary immediately responds to Jesus' call. 

John 11:31 — Comments - Mary was weeping at Jesus' feet. There was another woman that had prayed like this in the Old Testament. Her name was Hannah ( 1 Samuel 1:10). God hears the prayers of those with a broken and contrite heart.

1 Samuel 1:10, "And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore."

John 11:35 — Comments- Everything that Jesus did, even his emotional expressions, were the moving and work of the Holy Spirit. 

Illustration- I witnessed Jack Emerson falling down weeping and prophesied after church one night. He later told me that it was not him weeping, but the Spirit moving through him. As another example, in the mid-90's, I woke up one morning, weeping for the lost souls of mankind. I knew that this was not a natural sorrow, but a moving of the Holy Spirit within me, which I understood many years later as a preparation for the mission field.

John 11:36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 
John 11:37 And some of them said, Could not this Prayer of Manasseh , which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? 
John 11:37 — Comments- Even today people ask the same question that people asked during the time of Jesus Christ. They question why God did something this way or that. In our short sightedness, we want to see God bring immediate relief to a suffering humanity. We must learn to trust Him, knowing that His long-term goals are often much better than short-term relief. Jesus allowed Lazarus to die of his illness in order to bring glory to the Heavenly Father and to the Son by raising him from the dead. This miracle was a much greater testimony of the Father's love than a simply healing. God wants to use our lives in a way that brings Him the greatest glory. This means that we may have to endure as Paul did on many occasions in order for God to be glorified in us. It does not mean that sickness and poverty is God's plan, for Jesus redeemed us from the curse. Rather, it means that we should lay down our desires and follow God's will in our lives to bring Him glory.

John 11:38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 
John 11:33-38 — Comments- Jesus Travails With Tears - John 11:33-35 describes an occasion when Jesus was deeply troubled in His spirit and began to weep. We must be careful not to interpret this event in Jesus' life as something that took place in His emotions; for it tells us that before Jesus wept, He "groaned in the spirit, and was troubled." We must interpret is as a work and manifestation of the Holy Spirit stirring inside of Him and breaking forth through weeping. We call it travailing in the Spirit. I remember watching one of my mentors in the early 1980's having this similar experience. After the church service, the pastor and several of us gathered around in a circle and began to pray. Within a few minutes Jack Emerson began to tremble and groan, then fell to the floor and began to weep. We all waited while he regained his composure and strength and stood up. He later told some of us that this was not him weeping, but the moving of the Holy Spirit within him. When Jesus began to weep, the people around only saw it in the natural realm ( John 11:36-37). It was this type travail and weeping in the Spirit that was necessary in order for this miracle to break forth and manifest as the resurrection of Lazarus.

We will read about another incident of Jesus in travail in the Garden of Gethsemane; for in the Garden Jesus said, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." ( Matthew 26:38). This is a description of Jesus experiencing a heavy weight in His Spirit and being moved into prayer for a release of this weight. Dutch Sheets says that this event was a fulfillment of Isaiah 53:11, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities." 225] 

225] Dutch Sheets, Intercessory Prayer (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1996), 129.

We also see a reference to this type of travail and weeping in Psalm 126:6.

Psalm 126:6, "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."

We know that Paul the apostle experienced it according to Galatians 4:19.

Galatians 4:19, "My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,"

John 11:40 — "If thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God" - Comments- Smith Wigglesworth says that we must believe God before we see the manifestation. 226] A sinner must put his trust in God before he experiences the glory of salvation. God"s plan for our lives is always faith first; then His miracle-working glory will be revealed to us.

226] Smith Wigglesworth, Smith Wigglesworth: The Complete Collection of His Life Teachings, ed. Roberts Lairdon (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1996), 287.

John 11:40 — Comments- John opens his Gospel by stating in John 1:14 that his Gospel is intended to reveal the glory that Christ Jesus had with the Heavenly Father. Each miracle that John recorded was done so to reveal His glory. In these miracles, it was not the sickness by itself, but rather the miraculous healing, that brought glory to God.

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

We see Jesus making similar references to His glory being revealed by the miracles recorded in John ( John 2:11; John 9:3; John 11:4; John 11:40). 

John 2:11, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."

John 9:3, "Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him."

John 11:4, "When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby."

John 11:40, "Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?"

John 11:39-44 — Comments- The Servants at the Tomb of Lazarus- Sadhu Sundar Singh comments that when we serve the Lord, we learn that if we do what we can do, the Lord will complete the task. He gives the example of how there were servants at the tomb of Lazarus who rolled away the stone. However, they could not raise him from the dead. God completed the task. Then these same servants had the task of removing his grave clothes. Thus, in Christian service, there is a part that we must plan in order for God's purposes to be performed.

"Until a man brings into the service of God and man faculties and powers with which God has endowed him, he will not receive from God the help He alone can bestow. As soon as man does his part God will complete it. For instance, the removal of the stone from the grave of Lazarus was man's work, and it was not necessary for God to put forth His power to do that; but when the people had rolled away the stone, then God, that is Myself, did that which was beyond the power and skill of Prayer of Manasseh , for I gave life to the dead. Even after that there was work for man to do in releasing Lazarus from the grave-clothes that he might be perfectly free (John xi 39 ,41 ,44). So with regard to those who are dead in sin. It is the work of My disciples to roll away the gravestones of hindrance and difficulty, but to bestow life is My work. Often, too, some who have received spiritual life still remain in bondage to their old bad habits and evil associations, and it is the duty of My children to lead them into perfect freedom; and to render this great service they should ever be alert in heart and soul." 227]

227] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line], accessed 26 October 2008, available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "IV Service," section 1, part 2.



Verses 45-54 

The Plot to Kill Jesus ( Matthew 26:1-5, Mark 14:1-2, Luke 22:1-2) - John 11:45-54 tells us of how the plot to kill Jesus Christ intensifies after the raising of Lazarus from the dead.

John 11:45 — Comments- Within each of the six feast sections is found a miracle that testifies of Jesus' deity. We find six of these miracles ending with a statement that many believed in Him because of these miracles ( John 2:11, John 4:53, John 5:15, John 6:14, John 9:38, John 11:45). The seventh miracle ends with a similar statement ( John 20:29).

John 11:47 — Comments - The motif of the people believing in Jesus because of the miracles runs parallel with the motif of the Jewish leaders persecuting Jesus and plotting to kill Him. These two motifs are woven throughout the Gospel of John.

John 11:48 — Comments- Proverbs 10:24 says that the fear of the wicked shall come upon him. 

Proverbs 10:24, "The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be granted."

The Jewish leaders feared the wrath of the Romans. Therefore, they slew the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. But this caused the very thing that they feared to come upon them. Forty years later, under Titus , the Romans surrounded the city of Jerusalem and destroyed it, killing an entire generation of Jews in the process. 

John 11:51 — Comments- Note how prophecy operates in the office of the high priest, despite the fact that the heart of the priest was not right with God. In a similar manner to Caiaphas the high priest, King Saul prophesied although his heart was not always right with God ( 1 Samuel 10:10-11; 1 Samuel 18:10; 1 Samuel 19:23-24).

The gift of prophecy is often associated with the Old Testament prophets, priests, and kings. For example, the spirit of prophecy was taken from Moses and given to the seventy elders ( Numbers 11:24-25).

John 11:54 — "but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness" - Comments- John 11:54 reminds us of King David during his years of exile in similar desert regions around Palestine.

John 11:54 — "into a city called Ephraim" - Comments- Although the Old Testament frequently mentions the tribe of Ephraim, there is no reference to a city by this name. However, the city of Ephraim ( ἐφραΐμ) (G 2187) is mentioned one time in the New Testament ( John 11:54). Regarding its location, we must refer to extra-biblical literature. Comments made by Josephus seem to place Ephraim near Bethel when he says, "…after which he [Vespasian] took Bethel and Ephraim, two small cities…" (Wars 499) Eusebius lists a city by this name saying, "Aiphraim, a city of the lot of Issachar, and it is now called a village of Aphraia a distance of six miles north of Legeonos (Onomasticon "Ai φραιμ") (author's translation). 228]

228] Eusebii Pamphili Episcopi Caesariensis Onomasticon: Urbinum et Locorum Sacrae Scripturae, eds. F. Larsow and G. Parthey (Berolini: Aedibus Friderici Nicolae, 1862), 28.



Verse 55 

The Seventh Miracle (Glorificatin): The Witness of the Old Testament Scriptures- The seventh miracle is the miracle of the Resurrection, found in John 11:55 to John 20:29, which offers God's children the resurrection and future glorification. This passage of Scripture serves as the strongest testimony of the deity of Jesus Christ. Embedded within this seventh miracle narrative are seven events of Christ's Passion that were predicted in the Old Testament Scriptures. Each of these events is supported by Old Testament quotations declaring their fulfillment.

John 11:55 to John 20:29 offers nine references as a testimony that Jesus fulfilled Old Testament Scriptures ( John 12:13; John 12:15; John 12:38; John 12:40; John 13:18, John 15:25, John 19:24; John 19:36-37). These nine references are structured with two pairs, so that there are seven distinct Old Testament Scripture witnesses to the Passion of Jesus Christ. Although the first eleven chapters of John also make two references to Old Testament fulfillment ( John 1:23, John 2:17), these two statements do not serve the same structural role as the seven testimonies given in the last section of miracles. Therefore, this passage places much emphasis on the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy as a testimony to the deity of Jesus. After the first Old Testament prophecy, the author of John explains the importance of recording these testimonies from the Old Testament to testify that His Passion was a fulfillment of Scripture ( John 12:16).

John 12:16, "These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto him."

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Prologue to the Last Passover Feast — John 11:55-57
2. His Anointing at Bethany — John 12:1-11
3. His Triumphant Entry & Last Public Appearance — John 12:12-50
4. The Last Supper — John 13:1 to John 17:26
5. Jesus' Betrayal and Arrest — John 18:1-11 

6. Jesus' Trials — John 18:12 to John 19:16 a

7. Jesus' Crucifixion & Burial — John 19:16 b-42

8. Jesus' Resurrection (The Seventh Miracle) — John 20:1-29


Verses 55-57 

Prologue to the Last Passover - John 11:55-57 seems to be a prologue, which sets up the circumstances surrounding the final Passover in which Jesus Christ will crucified. It tells us that many people were in Jerusalem the week prior to the Passover and they were talking about whether Jesus Christ would manifest Himself again. They people had been instructed by the hostile Jewish leaders, whom everyone feared, to report any sightings of him. This is the atmosphere that is set for Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. The people wanted their king to appear and the Jewish leaders wanted Him dead.

John 11:55 — Comments - The apostle John records three Passovers in his Gospel ( John 2:23; John 6:4; John 11:55), which tells us that the public ministry of Jesus Christ lasted around three years.

John 2:23, "Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did."

John 6:4, "And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh."

John 11:55, "And the Jews" passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-11 

The Anointing of Jesus at Bethany ( Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9) - John 12:1-11 tells us the story of how Mary anointed the feet of Jesus Christ and wiped them with her hair.

John 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 
John 12:1 — Comments- This Passover is the third Passover feast that John refers to in his Gospel. John's comment of these three Passovers are used to estimate that Jesus spent about three years on earth from His baptism until His resurrection.

John 12:3 — Comments - John records the story of Mary of Bethany anointing the feet of Jesus with costly perfume and wiping them with her hair ( John 12:3), and he mentions this sacrificial offering before it happens, at the time Jesus raised Lazareth her brother from the grave. Thus, it is easy to conclude from the context of these two stories ( John 11:1 to John 12:11) that are recorded together that Mary was making an offering unto God for the resurrection of her brother.

Luke records a similar incident when a sinful woman washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and wiped them with her hair, then anointed his feet with perfume ( Luke 7:37-38). Matthew and Mark record the incident of a woman pouring perfume on Jesus' head ( Matthew 26:7, Mark 14:3). 

Luke 7:37-38, "And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee"s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment."

Matthew 26:7, "There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat."

Mark 14:3, "And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head."

Richard Trench reflects a popular view that these stories record variations of the same event. 229] This view has its origin in the hermeneutical principle of approaching the four Gospels as a collection of primarily the same events, but from different perspectives by their respective authors. However, there is no justification in assuming that these four accounts are the same event. I approach the four Gospels with the principle that each Evangelist offers a testimony of Jesus as the Son of God with different emphasis and each one chose events as their narrative material by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that fit their theme. For example, Jesus Christ visited many synagogues on the Sabbath and many have read from the book of Isaiah on numerous occasions, as recorded in Luke 4:14-30. Jesus could have preached the Sermon on the Mount ( Matthew 5-7) a number of times, as recorded in the Sermon on the Plain ( Luke 6:17-49). Today many travelling ministers of the Gospel in the field ministry repeat their sermons as they travel to various churches. Jesus may have cleansed the Temple on at least two occasions ( Matthew 21:12-17, John 2:12-22).

229] Richard Trench says, "It may be taken as agreed on by all that the two earlier Evangelists and the last, in their several records of the anointing of Christ by a woman, refer to one and the same event (Matt. xxvi 7; Markxiv 3; John xii 8)." See Richard Chenevix Trench, Notes on the Parables of Our Lord (London: Kegan Paul, 1906), 297.

Comments - Pliny the elder tells us that ancient perfumes were valuable commodities and stored in vessels of lead or alabaster boxes because of their ability to preserve the perfumes from decay and corruption. He also mentions the practice of sprinkling perfumes on the feet of the wealthy. 230] An alabaster box of perfume is also mentioned by Claudius Aelian. 231]

230] Regarding the storage of perfumes, Pliny writes, "Unguents keep best in boxes of alabaster…unguents, too, improve with age; but the sun is apt to spoil them, for which reason they are usually stowed away in a shady place in vessels of lead…" (Natural History 133) Regarding the value of perfumes, Pliny writes, "These perfumes form the objects of a luxury which may be looked upon as being the most superfluous of any…" (Natural History 134) Regarding the sprinkling of the feet, Pliny writes, "We have known the very soles even of the feet to be sprinkled with perfumes; a refinement which was taught, it is said, by M. Otho to the Emperor Nero." (Natural History 134) Pliny also writes, "This stone is called ‘alabastrites' by some, and is hollowed out into vessels for holding unguents, it having the reputation of preserving them from corruption better than anything else." (Natural History 368) See Pliny, The Natural History of Pliny, vol 3, trans. John Bostock and H. T. Riley, in Bohn's Classical Library, ed. Henry G. Bohn (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1855), 166-167; Pliny, The Natural History of Pliny, vol 6, trans. John Bostock and H. T. Riley, in Bohn's Classical Library, ed. Henry G. Bohn (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1857), 329-330.

231] Aelian writes, "On a time Venus came to him, desiring to pass over: he received her courteously, not knowing who she was, and with much care conveyed her whither she desired; for which the Goddess gave him an Alabaster Box of Ointment, which Phaon using, became the most beautiful of men, and the Wives of the Mitylenans fell in love with him." (Various History 1218) See Thomas Stanley, trans, Claudius Aelianus His Various History (London: Thomas Dring, 1665, Thomas Basset, 1670, 1677) 212-257.

John 12:6 — Comments- Judas had been given the responsibility of carrying the moneybag. At some point in time, he gave place to the devil and began to steal out of the money ( John 12:6). After repeatedly giving place to the devil, Judas opened the door in his life for Satan to enter him ( Luke 22:3). At this point, Satan was able to control his thoughts and moved him to betray the Lord ( John 13:2).

Luke 22:3, "Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve."

John 13:2, "And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon"s Song of Solomon , to betray him;"

This series of events reveals the way people become demon possessed without intending to do so from the beginning. Sin leads people down a path that may look appealing at first, but it ends in bondage, then condemnation and eventually destruction, as when Judas hanged himself out of guilt.

Matthew 27:3-5, "Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself."

Acts 1:18, "Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out."



Verses 12-50 

His Triumphant Entry and Last Public Appearance - John 12:12-50 records Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem and His last public appearance among the Jews before His Passion.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. First Scripture Fulfilled: Triumphant Entry — John 12:12-19
2. Jesus Testifies of His Glorification — John 12:20-36
3. Second Scripture Fulfilled: Rejection by the Jews — John 12:37-41
4 Jesus' Last Testimony: The Light of the World — John 12:42-50
John 12:12-19 — First Scripture Fulfilled: His Triumphant Entry ( Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40) - In John 12:12-19 John the apostle records the first Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion, which is the triumphant entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem.

John 12:12 — "On the next day much people that were come to the feast" - Comments- We are told in John 11:55 that many people came to Jerusalem the week before the Passover in order to purify themselves. Thus, there were many people in the city at this time.

John 12:13 — "Took branches of palm trees" - Comments- In Africa today, people will find leafy branches, especially large banana leafs, and carry them in a parade. They will tie them to their automobiles and to their waists. They will wave them in the air as they march. This is a way of hailing an important figure or event. It is a way of expressing praise and rejoicing. It is a way for this person or this vehicle to identify himself with the purpose of the march, since such an event attracts many bystanders who are just there to watch. Oh, what joy in the eyes of those who are a part of this celebration.

John 12:12-13 — Comments- Hosanna- The words that the children of Israel are singing in John 12:12-13 come from Psalm 118:25-26. The English words "save now" (KJV) in Psalm 118:25 are translated from two Hebrew words ( יָשַׁע) (H 3467) and ( נָא) (H 4994), which used together are pronounced "Hosanna."

Psalm 118:25-26, "Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD."

They are rejoicing with this messianic Psalm because the king is about to enter the gates of righteousness in the city of Zion. See:

Psalm 118:19-20, "Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter."

John 12:15 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This verse is a quote from Zechariah 9:9.

Zechariah 9:9, "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass."

John 12:16 — Comments- After the first Old Testament prophecy is given in John 12:15, the author of John explains the importance of recording these seven testimonies from the Old Testament Scriptures so that the early Church would understand why these events took place in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Thus, John 12:16 reveals the four major division of John's Gospel, which is the testimonies from the Scriptures.

John 12:20-36 — Jesus Testifies of Glorification - John 12:20-36 records the story of how some of the Greeks who were in Jerusalem during the Passover requested to see Jesus. He responded, not with a quick welcome and acceptance to their request, but rather, with a final testimony to the Jews that He would now be lifted up. This is the testimony of His glorification. For the hope of the Greeks and other Gentiles was not a meeting with Jesus, but rather, His glorification. Thus, a key verse in this passage of Scripture is Jesus' comment regarding His glorification ( John 12:23).

The Greeks Request to Meet Jesus- In contrast to the many references about the rejection of Jesus by the Jews, the Gospel of John records a unique passage of how the Greeks received Jesus' ministry. This passage in John 12:20-26 is not found in the Synoptic Gospels. It indicates that John was writing to a Greek audience more so than to a Jewish audience, most likely the churches of Asia Minor that he oversaw during the latter part of his life.

John 12:24 — Comments- It is important to note in John 12:24 that the seed produces the harvest. We could paraphrase John 12:24 to read, "but if it die, it fulfills its destiny." For the destiny of every seed is to reproduce after itself. That is what it was created for. None of us will fulfill our divine destinies unless we first die to our own will and do the will of our Heavenly Father. For example, Abraham's destiny was to bring forth a righteous son through his wife Sarah. God took Abraham to mount Moriah to sacrifice his son on the altar in order to bring him to a place of dying to his own way of doing things. Abraham had first appointed Eliezer as his heir. Then he conceived Ishmael as his heir before trusting the Lord to bring his child from Sarah's womb. However, on mount Moriah Abraham fully relinquished his will to God to do as He willed to do in his life. After this event, we never read about Abraham struggling with God about how His promises would be fulfilled. As God's children we must take up our cross daily and do the will of the Father. We do this by laying down our will and doing what we understand to be God's will.

In a broader application of John 12:24 none of us will reap a harvest unless we sow a seed. When we have a need, 2 Corinthians 9:10 teaches that God gives seed to the sower. This is His divine principle of meeting our needs. We read in Genesis 1:29 that God gave Adam dominion over the plant kingdom, a kingdom that operated by the principles of seed-faith and harvest. The harvest of any need we have is in sowing of the seed.

Oral Roberts often teaches on seed-faith. He said that God planted a seed by sending Jesus Christ, His Song of Solomon , in expectation of a harvest. God gave His Son as a seed knowing that He would reap a harvest of many sons. John 12:24 comes as close as any verse to describing Jesus as a seed from God. 232]

232] Oral Roberts, Principles of the Seed of Faith [on-line]; accessed 14June 2011; available from http://www.angelfire.com/sc 3/wedigmontana/Faithseed.html; Internet.

John 12:28 — Comments - According to the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus had just rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Comments - The voice of God the Father spoke from Heaven to mankind on a number of occasions. God spoke to King Nebuchadnezzar when he took his mind from him for a season ( Daniel 4:31). God spoke from Heaven at the water baptism of His Son Jesus Christ ( Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22). God spoke to the disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration ( Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35-36, 2 Peter 1:17-18). God spoke to Jesus when He rode into Jerusalem before His Passion ( John 12:28-29). Jesus spoke to Paul from Heaven on the road to Damascus ( Acts 9:3-7).

John 12:32 — "if I be lifted up from the earth" - Comments - In John 12:32 Jesus refers to His Resurrection and exaltation on high when He says He will be lifted up from the earth. At His resurrection and ascension Jesus was lifted up to His office as King of Kings and set at the right hand of the Heavenly Father. This is not a unique term in the Scriptures. For example, during the time of Joseph, the butler was lifted up and restored to his office as chief butler.

Genesis 40:20-22, "And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh"s birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh"s hand: But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them."

Also, the Scriptures describe the heart of man being lifted up with pride ( Deuteronomy 8:14).

Deuteronomy 8:14, "Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;"

"And I…will draw all men unto me" - Comments - Although the word "men" is not in the original Greek text of John 12:32, this word is the understood antecedent of the masculine form of the adjective πᾶ ς (all). Therefore, Andrew Wommack interprets Jesus to say that if He is lifted up, He will draw all judgment unto Himself. 233] In other words, Jesus would be saying that His atonement is unlimited, or His death will pay for the sins of all of mankind. It should be noted that the word judgment ( κρί σις) is used in the previous verse, "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out." ( John 12:31) However, the word κρί σις is the feminine gender, while the adjective πᾶ ς (all) is used in its masculine form, which matches the masculine word ἄ νθρωπος; thus, weakening the argument for the feminine κρί σις to stand as the antecedent of the masculine adjective πᾶ ς.

233] Andrew Wommack, Gospel Truth Conference, Kampala, Uganda, 26 October 2012.

Comments - Within the context of John 12:20-36, several Greeks, probably proselytes visiting the Passover feast at Jerusalem, have just asked Philip if they could see Jesus ( John 12:20-21). As with the Syrophenician woman ( Mark 7:24-30), Jesus Christ did not usually respond to a Gentile's request since He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel ( Matthew 15:24). Thus, Jesus tells His disciples in John 12:32 that when He is glorified after His resurrection, He will be able to draw all men unto Himself.

Matthew 15:24, "But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

In John 6:44 the same Greek word ἑ λκύ ω is used to say that the Father will draw men unto Jesus.

John 6:44, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day."

We know that Philip lifted up Christ when he preached the Gospel in Samaria:

Acts 8:5, "Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them."

We see how Paul first preached Jesus' redemption for sins to the Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 15:3, "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;"

This is why the next verse of this passage of John 12:20-36 tells us that the lifting up of Jesus refers specifically to His death on the Cross.

John 12:34 — Comments- The form of punishing a criminal on the Cross has it purpose in displaying the victim to as many people as possible, in an attempt to humiliate the victim and to instill fear in those who observe this horrible means of death.

John 12:34 — "who is this Son of man" - Comments- Jesus answers their question in the next verse by telling them that He is the Light of the World, a title that is woven throughout the Gospel of John.

John 12:35 — "Yet a little while is the light with you" - Comments- Jesus is the Light. He is answering the question that the people asked in the previous verse, "Who is this Son of man?"

John 12:36 — Comments- John tells us that on at least four occasions Jesus withdrew Himself away quietly in order to avoid a conflict with the Jews. 

John 5:13, "And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place."

John 8:59, "Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by."

John 10:39, "Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,"

John 12:36, "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them."

Jesus knew that His time was not yet, and so He deliberately avoided them.

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

However, when His time had come, He willingly gave Himself over into the hands of man.

John 12:37-41 — Second Scripture Fulfilled: Rejection by the Jews - In John 12:37-41 John the apostle records the second Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion, which predicted His rejection by the Jews. This is one of many passages found throughout the Gospel of John that points out His rejection by His own nation. 

John 12:38 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This quote is taken from Isaiah 53:1.

Isaiah 53:1, "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?"

A part of this passage in Isaiah 53:1 is also quoted in Romans 10:16.

Romans 10:16, "But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?"

John 12:40 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This verse is a quote from Isaiah 6:10.

Isaiah 6:10, "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed."

John 12:41 — "These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory" - Comments - John 12:41 is not a quote from the Old Testament. However, it is interesting to note that it is an exact quote from the Jewish Targumic paraphrase of Isaiah 6:1. This could have happened because it was the Jewish tradition to have a priest read the Hebrew text in the synagogue followed by an oral paraphrase in the Aramaic, which was the local vernacular of the New Testament period. We see this dual reading instituted when the Jews returned from the Babylonian captivity. At that time, the Jews began to speak Aramaic while the Scriptures were initially in Hebrew followed with an interpretation ( Nehemiah 8:8). Therefore, it was entirely possible that this Aramaic paraphrase was as well-known as the Hebrew text, and was thus used in this quote by John the apostle. 234] The same type of paraphrase occurs in Mark 4:12 and Ephesians 4:8.

234] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 37.

Nehemiah 8:8, "So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading."

Mark 4:12, "That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."

Ephesians 4:8, "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men."

John 12:41 — "when he saw his glory, and spake of him" - Comments- That is to say, Isaiah saw the glory of Jesus, and thus he spoke concerning Jesus. Isaiah saw Jesus in all the glory that He had before the world was. Note:

John 17:5, "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was."

Scripture References- Also,

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

John 2:11, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."

2 Thessalonians 1:9, "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;"

2 Thessalonians 2:14, "Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

John 12:39-41 — Comments - Prophecy of the Jews Rejecting Jesus as Their Messiah- John 12:39-41 explains prophetically why the Jews did not believe Jesus' report. This quote is taken from Isaiah 6:9.

Isaiah 6:9, "And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed."

John 12:42-50 — Jesus' Last Testimony: The Light of the World - John 12:42-50 gives us the last public testimony of Jesus Christ to the Jews before His Passion. In this passage, Jesus tells the Jews that He is the Light of the World.

John 12:42 — Comments - We must be willing to confess Jesus before men. We must be bold enough to stand for Jesus. We are to fear God more than man ( Luke 12:8-9).

Luke 12:8-9, "Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God."

We must believe and confess to be saved.

Romans 10:10, "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

John 12:47 — Comments - Throughout the Gospel records, Jesus never condemned the sinner. He always forgave and healed the people. He did rebuke the religious leader because they themselves condemned the sinners. Jesus revealed men's sins ( John 15:22), but He had come to atone for the sins of mankind.

John 15:22, "If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin."

John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
John 12:48 — "the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" - Illustration- In grammar school, I was once called out of class to go to the principal's office. I had not ever been taken there before for misconduct and I did not know what I was being called there for. Therefore, I was a little frighten. On Judgment Day, it will not be like that. We can know now, in advance, the words that will judge us on that day. In the principal's office, I was just asked a few simple questions about an incident, and then I was let go back to my classroom. I received no judgment that day.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-26 

The Last Supper - John 13:1 to John 17:26 gives us the story of the Last Supper between Jesus and His twelve apostles in which the Lord gives a lengthy discourse to prepare His disciples for His departure. During this discourse Jesus will explain how His Passion will be a fulfillment of two Old Testament prophecies. Otherwise, the theme of the contents of His teachings is about His departure and glorification in order to prepare His disciples for the things that are about to take place. 

Although this event is recorded in all four Gospels, John gives us the longest account. Matthew and Mark record the partaking of communion and Jesus' comments of His betrayal, His crucifixion and Peter's denial. Luke tells the same, but adds the dispute among His disciples of who will be the greatest. However, the account in John's Gospel is unique in that it gives us a lengthy discourse of Jesus preparing the disciples for His departure during this meal, while omitting the details of the bread and the wine. He first washes the disciples' feet, and then tells them of the coming of the Holy Spirit, in whom they were to abide and that He would work through them to do the same works that He had been doing. Jesus testifies to them of His deity using figurative language ( John 16:25) such as the Way, the Truth, the Life and as the True Vine. Jesus also discusses His betrayal, His departure and glorification. He tells them that He has spoken these things in order that they continue in His joy and not stumble ( John 13:17; John 14:25; John 15:11; John 15:17; John 15:21; John 16:1; John 16:4; John 16:6; John 16:25; John 16:33; John 17:13). This event ends with Jesus' prayer to the Father. In these chapters the author records two Old Testament Scriptures that are fulfilled during Jesus' Passion.

Jesus understood that these were the last moments that He was to have with His disciples. He knew that they were going to have to focus their attention from being led by Him to being led by the Holy Spirit. Thus, in John 13-16 we see Jesus attempting to introduce them for the first time to the person of the Holy Spirit, someone that they had seen at work in the life of their Lord, but someone whom they had not experienced for themselves. 

In the business world we call this event a "handover," when one manager over a business or a ministry hands the leadership over to another. In order to accomplish this task, Jesus uses simple, figurative language that they would understand in order to explain the character of the Holy Spirit and the meaning of abiding and walking in the Spirit. Jesus explains to them what it is like to fellowship with the Holy Spirit by comparing it to their experiences of walking with Him. Jesus' goal in this final discourse is to bring His disciples to a place of doing the works that He Himself has been doing. In order to do this, they must learn to receive the Holy Spirit, to abide in the Spirit and to be led by the Spirit. Thus, His teachings to them follow an order, or procedure, in order to do the works of God. 

Jesus first washes their feet as a foreshadowing of His future office as our Great High Priest ( John 13:1-17). Jesus Christ is about to ascend to the right hand of the Heavenly Father and enter into this office where He will continually intercede for the saints in order to maintain their right standing before God. He will pay for our sins on Calvary so that we might be justified before God the Father. Then He will be our High Priest in order to keep us right before God through our daily cleansing. John then records the betrayal of one disciple ( John 13:18-30) and the failure of another ( John 13:31-38) as an example of everyone's need for daily cleansing. While Judas Iscariot did not repent and soon killed himself, Peter did repent and God used this experience to make him stronger. These two events served as an excellent example within the context of this passage in which to teach on the need of Jesus as our High Priest. Jesus then explains to them the coming of the Holy Spirit ( John 14:1-27), who would take the place of Jesus Christ as their "other Comforter" and as the One who is to guide them after His departure. Thus, Jesus refers to Him also as the "Spirit of Truth," because of His immediately role as a Teacher and Guide ( John 16:12-13). This is why Jesus explains the need for the Holy Spirit when reminding them of His departure ( John 14:28-31). After the Holy Spirit comes and fills the disciples, as we see in the book of Acts , they must learn how to stay filled. Thus, Jesus teaches them in John 15:1-17 how to abide in Him in order to bear fruit. Such a lifestyle of walking in love and testifying of Him will lead to persecutions ( John 15:18 to John 16:4). He then tells them the work of the Spirit as they preach the Gospel ( John 16:5-15). Jesus then tells them of their authority in prayer within the conversation of His departure ( John 16:16-33). When the disciples finally acknowledged their understanding of this teaching, Jesus ends His discourse with them and commends them unto the God by praying to the Father ( John 17:1-26). This commendation is the "handover." This handover will be completed on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit comes and fills the believers. Thus, Jesus explains to His disciples the present-day office and ministry of the Trinity to the Church in John 13-17.

A major change was about to take place in the Trinity. Jesus, who had been the Word of God from eternity, and has presently been our Apostle sent to earth, was not going to move into the office of our Great High Priest. The Holy Spirit was about to leave Heaven and indwell every believer. The Father would continue in His role as the eternal God who knows and predestines the redemption of mankind.

Outline- Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Song of Solomon - Jesus Foreshadows His office as High Priest — John 13:1-38
2. The Holy Spirit - The Comforter — John 14:1 to John 16:33
3. The Father- Jesus Commends Disciples unto the Father — John 17:1-26


Verses 1-38 

The Son: Jesus Foreshadows His Upcoming Office as Our Great High Priest - The message of John 13:1-17 is often understood to be about humility and servanthood because Jesus washes the feet of the disciples. However, a symbolic message is also taught by Jesus during this time of footwashing beside humility. Jesus Christ is about to ascend to the right hand of the Heavenly Father and enter into the office of our Great High Priest where He will continually intercede for the saints in order to maintain their right standing before God. He will pay for our sins on Calvary so that we might be justified before God the Father. Then He will be our High Priest in order to keep us right before God through our daily cleansing. This is two-fold office and ministry of Jesus Christ in our redemption. When Jesus says, "He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit" ( John 13:10), He is referring to our initial justification through faith in Christ and our need for daily cleansing of sins. When Jesus tells Peter, "What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter," ( John 13:7) He means that Peter will soon understand His ministry as our Great High Priest for our daily cleansing. Peter will refer to this daily cleansing in 1 Peter 1:2 as the "sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." The writer of Hebrews also uses a similar phrase, "the blood of sprinkling," in order to explain Jesus' present-day office as our Great High Priest.

Hebrews 12:24, "And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel."

1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

John will follow this story of footwashing with accounts of sin in the lives of two of His disciples. Judas Iscariot yielded to Satan and went out to betray his Master ( John 13:18-30), and in the following passage Jesus foretells of Peter's three-fold denial of his Master ( John 13:31-38). These two stories are placed side by side within the context of our need for daily cleansing because it gives us an illustration of one disciple who did not seek his cleansing and died, while the other found cleansing and went on to become a great servant of the Lord.

A secondary theme taught in this passage is that discipleship is accomplished through servanthood and He illustrates servanthood by washing the feet of His disciples ( John 13:1-17). He then explains to them that a servant is not greater than his master. This lesson teaches them that humility is the first step towards doing the works of Jesus. However, this is a minor theme the passage of Scripture and is addressed in Luke 22:24-27.

This section in John 13:1-38 that foreshadows Jesus' coming office as our Great High Priest is followed by the discourse on the coming of the Holy Spirit as our Comforter to take the place of Jesus when He departs to Heaven.

Outline- Note the proposed outline:

1. Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet — John 13:1-17
2. Examples of Sin with and without cleansing — John 13:18-38
a. Judas Iscariot's Betrayal (Third Scripture Fulfilled) — John 13:18-30
b. Peter's Fall — John 13:31-38
John 13:1-17 — Jesus Teaches on His Impending High Priesthood: Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet - John 13:1-17 gives us the unique account of Jesus washing the disciples' feet, which was to serve as a testimony of His impending office as their Great High Priest. However, the message of humility and servanthood can also be seen in this passage of Scripture. We can see in this passage of Scripture how Jesus demonstrates servanthood to His disciples by washing their feet. He taught on this subject of servanthood in Luke's account of the Last Supper because His disciples were striving about who should be exalted in this new kingdom ( Luke 22:24-27). The reason that Jesus began His lengthy discourse on servanthood in Luke's Gospel was to show them that they must become a servant in order to serve in their roles as leaders in the New Testament Church, which will begin on the day of Pentecost with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. These twelve apostles must understand that they are servants of one another and not just of Jesus their Master. In serving they will be used mightily by God in His kingdom. However, the primary emphasis of John 13:1-17 is on the high priesthood of Jesus Christ, for the Gospel of John teaches us primarily about the deity of Jesus Christ.

Luke 22:24, "And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest."

John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 
John 13:1 — "Now before the feast of the passover" - Comments- The Last Supper took place on Friday evening, while the Passover meal was officially eaten on the Sabbath, which was Saturday. Thus, John 13:1 tells us that Jesus gathered with His disciples to eat His last meal "before the feast of the Passover."

John 13:1 — "when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father" - Comments- John 13:1 does not say that Jesus knew the hour in which He was about to be crucified and put to death, although His death is stated in other passages of Scripture ( Philippians 2:8, Colossians 1:21-22, 1 Peter 3:18); rather, this verse says that Jesus was about to depart this world and go unto the Father. This verse reflects that emphasis of this passage of Scripture in that Jesus is about to wash the feet of the disciples as a testimony that He was about to become our Great High Priest. Jesus was about to move from the office of an apostle to that of a high priest ( Hebrews 3:1). His two-fold office of redemption is reflected in the statement made by Peter the apostle, "unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ," with the act of obedience describing man's call to believe in Jesus as the Son of God and follow Him, while the sprinkling of the blood refers to our need for daily cleansing as we acknowledge our sins and turn back to Him.

2 Corinthians 13:4, "For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you."

Philippians 2:8, "And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

Colossians 1:21-22, "And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:"

1 Peter 3:18, "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:" 

Hebrews 3:1, "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;"

1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

John 13:1-2 — Comments- The Time of the Passover Meal - These two verses make it clear that Jesus held a "Passover" meal with His disciples before the traditional time of the evening Passover meal. They ate their supper on Friday evening while the next day was when all of the Jews would partake of the Passover meal. This fact is further confirmed by the fact that the disciples thought that Jesus sent Judas Iscariot out to perhaps buy food for the Passover feast.

John 13:29, "For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor."

John 13:7 — Comments- Since what Jesus was doing now could not be known and understood by Peter and the other apostles at this time, then Jesus' purpose in footwashing was not to teach them about humility and servanthood, which would have been a clear lesson to learn at this time. Had Jesus been emphasizing servanthood, He would have wanted them to clearly understand. This lesson must have a symbolic meaning about a future event. I believe that this lesson represents the disciples' need for daily cleansing, something Peter was about to learn after denying his Master on the night of His trials. Jesus' future office as our Great High Priest would fulfill this need of Peter to find forgiveness.

John 13:8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 
John 13:6-8 — Comments- Peter had been on the Mount of Transfiguration and saw Jesus in His glory. Thus, he did not feel it appropriate for the Son of God, whose deity was now revealed to the disciples, to wash his soiled feet. This is why Peter rejects Jesus' first attempt to wash his feet.

John 13:10 — Comments- Jesus is saying to His disciples that they have been cleansed of their sins and justified before God, and we know it is because they believed in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. However, they stand in need of cleansing from sins committed on a daily basis. We are not clean because we no longer sin, but we are clean before God because we confess our sins. This is the way we stay pure as saints.

John 13:13 — Comments- The Greek word translated "Master" is διδά σκαλος, which means "Teacher." The disciples immediately knew Jesus Christ as their Teacher long before they understood Him as the Lord, the Son of God. The revelation of Jesus Christ as God took place during the course of His ministry and teachings to them.

John 13:14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another"s feet. 
John 13:14 — Comments- The statement, "ye also ought to wash one another's feet," is meant figuratively to say that the disciples are to forgive one another. Jesus could have washed the feet of His disciples years ago, long before they understood His deity. Song of Solomon , the fact that Jesus Christ, who has now revealed Himself as the Son of God, has humbled himself to wash the disciple's feet serves as a testimony that He is willing to forgive us of our sins. No one who would humble himself to wash someone's feet would have the pride to hold unforgiveness. Thus, Jesus is giving His disciples a lesson to teach the disciples to forgive one another daily.

John 13:15 — Comments- Since the context of this passage is the foreshadowing of Jesus' future office as our Great High Priest in order to provide for us our daily cleansing, then Jesus must be telling His disciples in John 13:15 to forgive one another as He is going to do. 

John 13:16 — "The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him" - Comments- This phrase in John 13:16 is an example of poetic Hebrew parallelism, found throughout the Gospel of John , especially in the first chapter.

John 13:17 — Comments- God takes every new Christian through a process of sanctification, or maturing, in Christ. Young Christians feel joyful because they are usually doing everything they know to do in the Bible, such as praying, Bible reading and church attendance. However, as we grow as Christians, if we become negligent to do what we know to do, then we are not as happy any more. Perhaps this is one reason young Christians have more joy than older Christians. Simply because most older Christians are failing to do what they know to do is right, and they fall under condemnation over this.

John 13:18-38 — Two Examples of Sin and the need for Cleansing - John 13:18-38 offers two examples of sin the lives of Jesus' disciples. Within the context of Jesus teaching the disciples about His upcoming office as the Great High Priest, this passage offers an example of Judas Iscariot who failed to find forgiveness ( John 13:18-30) and Peter who received forgiveness from Jesus Christ ( John 13:31-38).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Third Scripture Fulfilled: Betrayal Prophesied — John 13:18-30
2. Peter's Denial Foretold — John 13:31-38
John 13:18-30 — Third Scripture Fulfilled: Betrayal Prophesied ( Matthew 26:20-25, Mark 14:17-21, Luke 22:21-23) - In John 13:18-30 John the apostle records the third Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion. Jesus has just foreshadowed His coming office as our Great High Priest by washing the feet of the disciples. John 13:18-30 now gives us an example of how a disciple falls into sin and stands in need of daily cleansing. In addition, this passage in which Jesus will predict His betrayal by Judas Iscariot also serves as one of the seven Old Testament prophecies that were fulfilled about Christ's Passion ( John 13:18). 

John 13:18 — "but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me" - Comments - John 13:18 comes from Psalm 41:9.

Psalm 41:9, "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me."

John 13:21 — Comments- Only a friend can betray someone, since an enemy is expected to fight.

John 13:23 — Comments (1) - The phrase "leaning on Jesus' bosom" is used to describe the position of John at the supper table beside Jesus Christ. This term is used when the Jews of this period in history gathered around a table. There were no chairs used. Therefore, people reclined on the floor leaning on their left side, with their feet pointed away from the table. When a cushion or a floor mat was used to recline in this fashion, it gave the person in front a position of literally leaning close to the bosom of the person behind him.

The person of highest rank was given the chief place at the table. Those of more important positions were placed next to the chief guest. To recline next to someone was associated with being intimately acquainted with that person.

This phrase is used in John 1:18 to reveal that Jesus holds the closest relationship with God the Father of any man. It means that Jesus knows the Father more intimately that anyone and is thus, qualified to make Him known.

John 1:18, "No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Song of Solomon , which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him."

John 1:18 reveals that Jesus still holds that perfect relationship with the Father that He has from eternity. Jesus" position with His Father has not been lowered in any way.

This phrase is used in other passages in Scripture. It is used of Sarai giving Hagar to Abraham.

Genesis 16:5, "And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee."

It is used of Lazarus, after he died, being given intimate fellowship with Abraham.

Luke 16:22-23, "And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham"s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom."

John the apostle"s tender relationship with Jesus gave him the position of lying in the bosom of Jesus at mealtime.

John 13:23, "Now there was leaning on Jesus" bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved."

John 13:23 — Comments (2) - John 13:23 gives to us the first indirect reference to the author of John's Gospel. One clear evidence to Johannine authorship is the fact that John made a deliberate attempt not to mention his name a single time within his Gospel. Since he had to refer to himself at times in this Gospel, he used distinctive terms to refer to himself, such as "the beloved disciple" or "the other disciple" in the place of his name. Note:

John 13:23, "Now there was leaning on Jesus" bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved."

John 18:15-16, "And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter."

John 19:26, "When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!"

John 20:2, "Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them,"

John 21:7, "Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher"s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea."

John 21:20, "Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?"

John 13:30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night. 
John 13:31-38 — Peter's Denial Foretold ( Matthew 26:31-35, Mark 14:27-31, Luke 22:31-34) - John 13:31-38 tells us the story of Jesus predicting Peter's denial. Jesus has just foreshadowed His coming office as our Great High Priest by washing the feet of the disciples. John 13:18-30 and John 13:31-38 now give us an example of how two disciples fell into sin and stood in need of daily cleansing. However, one of the disciples (Peter) obtained forgiveness, while the other (Judas Iscariot) found destruction.

John 13:34 — Comments- The old commandment is to love your neighbour as yourself:

Luke 10:27, "And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself."

The new commandment is to love one another as Jesus has loved us. How? 

Ezekiel 36:24-27, "For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them."

1 John 2:7, "Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning."

1 John 3:11, "For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another."

1 John 4:21, "And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also."

Under the old commandment, we were to love the Lord with all of our heart, mind, soul and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. In the new commandment, Jesus is our example of how to love unconditionally. We are now empowered with the Holy Spirit to walk as He walked, and to love as He loved.

The Lord spoke to Kenneth Hagin and said, "Under the Old Covenant, I said if My people walked in My statutes and kept My commandments, I would take sickness away from their midst and the number of their days I would fulfill." Then the Lord told Hagin to tell a particular woman whose child was sick to say, "Then tell her that when she walks in My commandments of love, I'll take sickness away from the midst of her and the number of her days I'll fulfill. Say to her, ‘You tell Satan, "Satan, I'm walking in love. Take your hands off my child!"'" The Old Commandment can be paraphrased by this New Commandment that Jesus Christ gives us here in John 13:34 that we are to love one another as Jesus has loved us. When this lady heard these words from Hagin, she spoke these words to Satan and her child was instantly healed. 235]

235] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 159-60.

Paul the apostle also confirmed that the Old Commandment was also the Law of Love.

Romans 13:10, "Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law."

Galatians 5:14, "For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

John 13:35 — Comments- The lost world can know a Christian by his love for the brethren ( 1 John 3:14).

1 John 3:14, "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death."

John 13:36-38 — Comments- "Peter's Death" - At the Last Supper, Peter told Jesus that he would lay down his life for the Lord, to which Jesus replied by telling Peter he would deny Him by the next morning ( John 13:36-38). On the shore of the Lake of Galilee Jesus appeared to some of the disciples after His resurrection and takes Peter through a restoration process of thrice telling Him that he loved the Lord. Jesus then reveals to Peter that he will in fact lay down his life, as Peter offered to do before the Passion. Peter's death would glorify God, as Jesus' death did. The early Church fathers tell us that Peter was crucified upside down during the reign of Nero, fearing to copy the death of Jesus Christ. Thus, Jesus told Peter, "Thou shalt follow me afterwards." ( John 13:36-38)

The phrase "but thou shalt follow me afterwards" ( John 21:18-19) is a reference to Peter"s death, which would glorify God, as did Jesus' death. Church tradition tells us that Peter suffered martyrdom at the hands of the Roman emperor Nero, being crucified upside down. Thus, Jesus tells Peter here, "Thou shalt follow me afterwards." 

John 21:18-19, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake Hebrews , signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me."

Peter's Ministry Beyond Palestine- As Peter traveled beyond Jerusalem and Judea, tradition tells us that James , the brother of the Lord, took over as bishop of the church in Jerusalem. We have no biblical, narrative records of Peter's travels beyond Palestine. From his epistles addressed to the regions of Asia Minor it is supposed that Peter traveled numerous times to these provinces. Therefore, we must rely upon the early Church fathers to put together a biography of Peter's life outside the land of Palestine. We have various testimonies from them that tell us how Peter served as bishop of the church of Antioch, assisted Paul in planting the church at Corinth, then preached in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Asia to the Jews of the dispersion, and at last, came to Rome during the second year of the reign of Claudius to help Paul establish the church there. Many scholars believe that Peter did not reach Rome until after A.D 63, when Paul had already been released from his first Roman imprisonment. It was in this city that church tradition tells us he was crucified upside down by the Emperor Nero, perhaps A. D 63-64.

1. Clement of Rome (c. A.D 96) - Clement of Rome tells us that Peter suffered martyrdom.

"But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us come to the most recent spiritual heroes. Let us take the noble examples furnished in our own generation. Through envy and jealousy, the greatest and most righteous pillars [of the Church] have been persecuted and put to death. Let us set before our eyes the illustrious apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured not one or two, but numerous labours and when he had at length suffered martyrdom, departed to the place of glory due to him. Owing to envy, Paul also obtained the reward of patient endurance, after being seven times thrown into captivity, compelled to flee, and stoned. After preaching both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation due to his faith, having taught righteousness to the whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and suffered martyrdom under the prefects. Thus was he removed from the world, and went into the holy place, having proved himself a striking example of patience." (1Clement 5)

2. Tertullian (A.D 160 to 225) - Tertullian testifies to Peter's ministry in Rome and of his martyrdom there.

"Let us see what milk the Corinthians drank from Paul; to what rule of faith the Galatians were brought for correction; what the Philippians , the Thessalonians, the Ephesians read by it; what utterance also the Romans give, so very near (to the apostles), to whom Peter and Paul conjointly bequeathed the gospel even sealed with their own blood." (Against Marcion 45)

"For this is the manner in which the apostolic churches transmit their registers:﻿ as the church of Smyrna, which records that Polycarp was placed therein by John; as also the church of Rome, which makes Clement to have been ordained in like manner by Peter." (The Prescription Against Heretics 32)

"Since, moreover, you are close upon Italy,﻿ you have Rome, from which there comes even into our own hands the very authority (of apostles themselves). How happy is its church, on which apostles poured forth all their doctrine along with their blood! where Peter endures a passion like his Lord"s! where Paul wins his crown in a death like John's﻿ where the Apostle John was first plunged, unhurt, into boiling oil, and thence remitted to his island-exile!" (The Prescription Against Heretics 36)

3. Pseudo-Tertullian: Poem Against the Marcionites (A.D 267) - The Poem Against the Marcionites refers to Peter's leadership over the Roman church and his martyrdom.

"Of whom the first whom Peter bade to take his place and sit Upon this chair in mightiest Rome where he Himself had sat,﻿ was Linus, great, elect, And by the mass approved. And after him Cletus himself the fold's flock undertook; As his successor Anacletus was By lot located: Clement follows him; Well known was he to apostolic men:﻿ Next Evaristus ruled without a crime The law.﻿ To Sixtus Sextus Alexander Commends the fold: who, after he had filled His lustral times up, to Telesphorus Hands it in order: excellent was Hebrews , And martyr faithful." (Five Books in Reply to Marcion 3359-373) (ANF 4)

4. Hippolytus (A.D 170 to 236) - Hippolytus tells us the tradition that was handed down to him, which describes Peter's widespread apostolic ministry as well as his death at the hands of Nero in Rome.

"Peter preached the Gospel in Pontus, and Galatia, and Cappadocia, and Betania, and Italy, and Asia, and was afterwards crucified by Nero in Rome with his head downward, as he had himself desired to suffer in that manner." (The Extant Works and Fragments of Hippolytus, Pt 249: On the Twelve Apostles Where Each of Them Preached, and Where He Met His End)

5. Peter of Alexandria (d.c 311) - Peter, bishop of Alexandria, tells us that Peter and Paul were martyred in the city of Rome.

"Thus, Peter, the preferred of the apostles, having been apprehended and imprisoned often and disgraced, was later crucified in Rome. And the preferred Paul, often handed over and being endangered unto death, many times indeed having contended and boasted in much persecution and affliction, in the same city also he himself was beheaded with a sword." (Epistola Canonica, canon 9) (author's translation) (PG 18484D-485A)

6. Lactantius (A.D 240-320) - Lactantius tells us that Peter ministered in Rome, where he was crucified and Paul killed.

"And while Nero reigned, the Apostle Peter came to Rome, and, through the power of God committed unto him, wrought certain miracles, and, by turning many to the true religion, built up a faithful and stedfast temple unto the Lord… He [Nero] it was who first persecuted the servants of God; he crucified Peter, and slew Paul…" (Of the Manner in Which the Persecutors Died 2)

7. Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) - Eusebius quotes Papias as having said that Mark became Peter's interpreter, who wrote down the things that Peter preached about the Lord Jesus Christ, thus authoring the Gospel by his name.

"‘This also the presbyter said: Mark having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately, though not in order, whatsoever he remembered of the things said or done by Christ. For he neither heard the Lord nor followed him, but afterward, as I said, he followed Peter, who adapted his teaching to the needs of his hearers, but with no intention of giving a connected account of the Lord"s discourses, so that Mark committed no error while he thus wrote some things as he remembered them. For he was careful of one thing, not to omit any of the things which he had heard, and not to state any of them falsely.' These things are related by Papias concerning Mark. But concerning Matthew he writes as follows: ‘So then Matthew wrote the oracles in the Hebrew language, and every one interpreted them as he was able.' And the same writer uses testimonies from the first Epistle of John and from that of Peter likewise. And he relates another story of a woman, who was accused of many sins before the Lord, which is contained in the Gospel according to the Hebrews. These things we have thought it necessary to observe in addition to what has been already stated." (Ecclesiastical History 33915-16)

Eusebius quotes Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, to say that Peter and Paul planted the church at Rome, an issue that is strongly debated, and that both were martyred in Rome at the same time.

"And that they both suffered martyrdom at the same time is stated by Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, in his epistle to the Romans , in the following words: ‘You have thus by such an admonition bound together the planting of Peter and of Paul at Rome and Corinth. For both of them planted and likewise taught us in our Corinth. And they taught together in like manner in Italy, and suffered martyrdom at the same time.' I have quoted these things in order that the truth of the history might be still more confirmed." (Ecclesiastical History 2258)

Eusebius also quotes Tertullian to say that Peter was crucified under Nero.

"It Isaiah , therefore, recorded that Paul was beheaded in Rome itself, and that Peter likewise was crucified under Nero. This account of Peter and Paul is substantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in the cemeteries of that place even to the present day." (Ecclesiastical History 2255)

Eusebius tells us that Peter was the first bishop of Rome in a long succession of bishops.

"For they say that all the early teachers and the apostles received and taught what they now declare, and that the truth of the Gospel was preserved until the times of Victor, who was the thirteenth bishop of Rome from Peter,﻿ but that from his successor, Zephyrinus,﻿ the truth had been corrupted." (Ecclesiastical History 5283)

Eusebius tells us that Peter left Antioch and ministered in Rome for twenty-five years.

"The Apostle Peter, after he has established the church in Antioch, is sent to Rome, where he remains as a bishop of that city, preaching the gospel for twenty-five years" (The Chronicle: Olympiad 205) (PG 19 cols 539-540) 236]

236] Peter Kirby, "Was Peter Crucified in Rome Under Nero?," (PeterKirby@AOL.COM) 16 Jun 1997 [on-line]; accessed 3April 2010; available from http://www.blondguys.net/1997/jun 97/0194.html; Internet.

8. Jerome (A.D 342to 420) - Jerome tells us the tradition that Peter went to Rome during the second year of Claudius and headed the church there for twenty-five years, (a length of time that appears chronologically impossible) at which time he was martyred at the hands of Nero in A.D 68, being nailed upside down.

"Simon Peter the son of John , from the village of Bethsaida in the province of Galilee, brother of Andrew the apostle, and himself chief of the apostles, after having been bishop of the church of Antioch and having preached to the Dispersion--the believers in circumcision, in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia--pushed on to Rome in the second year of Claudius to over-throw Simon Magus, and held the sacerdotal chair there for twenty-five years until the last, that is the fourteenth, year of Nero. At his hands he received the crown of martyrdom being nailed to the cross with his head towards the ground and his feet raised on high, asserting that he was unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as his Lord. He wrote two epistles which are called Catholic, the second of which, on account of its difference from the first in style, is considered by many not to be by him. Then too the Gospel according to Mark , who was his disciple and interpreter, is ascribed to him. On the other hand, the books, of which one is entitled his Acts , another his Gospel, a third his Preaching, a fourth his Revelation , a fifth his "Judgment" are rejected as apocryphal. Buried at Rome in the Vatican near the triumphal way he is venerated by the whole world." (Lives of Illustrious Men 1)

Jerome also tells us that Peter died around A.D 68 on the same day as Paul.

"He then, in the fourteenth year of Nero on the same day with Peter, was beheaded at Rome for Christ"s sake and was buried in the Ostian way, the twenty-seventh year after our Lord"s passion." (Lives of Illustrious Men 5)

9. John Chrysostom (A.D 347-407) - John Chrysostom believed that Peter and Paul were buried in Rome, thus implying that they died as martyrs in that city.

"Not so bright is the heaven, when the sun sends forth his rays, as is the city of Rome, sending out these two lights into all parts of the world. From thence will Paul be caught up, from thence Peter. Just bethink you, and shudder ( φριξατε) at the thought of what a sight Rome will see, when Paul ariseth suddenly from that deposit, together with Peter, and is lifted up to meet the Lord." (Commentary on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans , Homily 32: Romans 16:24)

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-31 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit - The emphasis in John 14:1-31 is on the coming of the Holy Spirit, which has been made necessary because of Jesus' departure.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:
1. The Other Comforter — John 14:1-27
2. Jesus Discusses His Own Departure — John 14:28-31
Jesus is the Way, Truth, Life - In John 14:1-31 Jesus teaches the disciples about His departure and the coming of the Holy Spirit. In order to help them understand their relationship with Him after His departure, He speaks of Himself figuratively as the Way, the Truth and the Life. Note how the topics of this passage follow His names:

1. The Way ( John 14:1-6) - Jesus is going to prepare a way.

2. The Truth ( John 14:7-15) - Jesus says to keep His commandments.

3. The Life ( John 14:16-26) - The Holy Spirit, who gives us life, will be given to us, See especially verse 17, "for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."

4. John 14:27 - Closing remarks that restate His opening remarks in John 14:1.

5. John 14:28-31 refers to the hour of His Crucifixion.

Jesus Christ has become our Wisdom of Solomon , as we learn to be led by the Holy Spirit. It is He who leads us along this spiritual journey in life to a place of peace and rest. When Jesus told His disciples that they knew the way which leads to the Father, Philip asked to see the Father ( John 14:1-11). He wanted to be able to walk this path by natural sight so that it would be easy to follow. He wanted to see the destination. Jesus explained to them that by following Him, they were on the right path to the Father. They had been on the right path since forsaking all and following Him. They knew this path, but they were expecting this path to lead to an earthly kingdom with Jesus reigning as king. The disciples thought that Jesus Christ was about to set up His earthly kingdom where they would enjoy a position of power and honor. They did not realize until later that the path to the Heavenly Father was a path of shame and sacrifice. Jesus' path took Him to the Cross. People often look for the easy path to follow. When given a choice, many will choose the door that reads "Fame and Pleasure". Instead, Jesus chose the door of "Shame and Sacrifice" and this door led down the path to honor and eternal joy in heaven. The door that promised fame and pleasure takes its victims into disgrace and torment in hell. 

The path for the disciples took them through great persecutions and even death. The Lord is calling us down a path, but we must choose. The fool in the book of Proverbs always takes the easy path, while the wise chooses the difficult journey. Which path will you choose today?

John 14:1-27 — The Other Comforter- The theme of John 14:1-27 is the coming of the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus refers to as "another Comforter." This passage opens and closes with the phrase, "Let not your heart be troubled."

We may think that this is the first time that Jesus taught His disciples about the office and ministry of the Holy Spirit. However, we find two instances in Luke's Gospel where Jesus taught them about the work of the Spirit in their lives in their lives before His Passion ( Luke 11; Luke 13; Luke 12:12).

Luke 11:13, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?"

Luke 12:12, "For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say."

We often read John 14:1-3 as a reference to our eternal homes in heaven because of the phrase "My Father's house." However, the emphasis in John 14:1-27 is on the coming of the Holy Spirit as the "other Comforter" which comes to indwell every believer when Jesus departs. Thus, the passage in John 14:1-3 is actually referring to the presence of the Holy Spirit abiding within us so that we may abide with Jesus and the Father. Thus, the Father will now be in us and we in the Father. This is what Jesus means in these verses when He said that there are many mansions, or "abiding places," in the Father's house ( John 14:2), and that Jesus is departing in order to prepare these abiding places for us ( John 14:3).

John 14:1 — Comments- Jesus is about to be glorified. His hour is at hand and He wants to put the apostles at ease to better understand what is about to take place. Jesus closes this discourse with these same words of comfort in verse 27.

John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

John 14:2 — "In my Father"s house are many mansions" - Comments- The Lord spoke this verse to my wife one Sunday morning during a large altar call at church. As she was thinking of the large number of souls that were at the altar, the Lord assured her that thru Jesus, He has prepared room for as many as will come to Him. What great mansions these are, as described in Ephesians chapter 1where Paul describes how we are seated with Christ in heavenly places with all spiritual blessings given to us.

John 14:2-3 — Comments- Jesus Refers to His Future Office Over the Church - In John 14:2-3 Jesus tells His disciples that He is going to prepare a place for them. This means that when He departs, that He will be busy doing something. We know from other Scriptures, especially the epistle of Hebrews , that Jesus will now enter into the ministry as our Great High Priest interceding for the saints. Jesus may well be referring to this ministry, since His intercessions for us after we are saved are what maintain our status of righteousness before God, so that our sins are no longer seen by the Father through the blood of Jesus Christ.

John 14:6 — Comments- In John 14:6 Jesus tells His disciples that He is "the way, the truth, and the life". We must remember that the context of this passage is on the departure of Jesus Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit. These three names reveal the office and ministry of the Holy Spirit in preparing the Church to walk in fellowship with the Heavenly Father. When the Holy Spirit comes to indwell us, He will sanctify us wholly: spirit, soul and body. Thus, the Holy Spirit will enable us to walk in "the way" with our bodies, and to know "the truth" in our minds, and to have the "life" of God within our spirits. This is the walk that will keep us from falling away so that we can maintain fellowship with the Father and with Jesus Christ.

John 14:1-6 — Comments- Jesus Promises His Disciples Continued Fellowship With Him After His Departure - John 14:1-6 refers to Him departing and preparing a place for His disciples to have continued fellowship with Him. The way He would accomplish this is by sending the Holy Spirit to abide within them forever. Thus, these opening verses reveal the purpose of the coming of the Holy Spirit, which is to give us continued fellowship and communion with Jesus and the Father. It should be noted in this passage of Scripture that the Greek personal pronoun "you" is in the second personal plural, thus revealing that Jesus has directed His conversation from Peter in John 13:38 back to all of His disciples.

John 14:8 — Comments- Philip was accustomed to walking in the natural. Now, he wants to see who Jesus is talking about. However, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit will demand that we walk by faith and not by sight. We are to be led by the Spirit of God, who speaks to our inner man.

John 14:7-9 — Comments- Jesus and the Father- Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Jesus Christ is "the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person." Jesus is the glory of the Father.

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

John 14:10 — "but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works" - Comments- At the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit anointed Him, and the power of God rested upon Jesus and began to work miracles through Him. Song of Solomon , Jesus said we also, through the power of the Holy Spirit, could do these same works.

John 14:10-11 — Comments - Doing the Works of Jesus- When we speak the words that God has laid upon our heart and when we follow what God has led us to do, we can be sure that the Father will show up and do His works and miracles. Lester Sumerall said that you can always tell who did the work because they will have their name on it. In other words, when God works a miracle that no man could have done, then it will most certainly have God's name on it.

John 14:12 — "Verily, verily, I say unto you" - Comments- God cannot lie ( Titus 1:2). His words are sure. 

Titus 1:2, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;"

John 14:12 — "He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do" - Comments- This principle is clearly illustrated by some of the greatest ministers in these last days before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Oral Roberts and Kenneth Hagin laid a foundation for the full-gospel message to be understood and accepted around the world. The foundation of teachings that they laid down in the body of Christ made a way for many larger healing crusades to be conducted by Reinhard Bonnke, Benny Hinn, and others. 

John 14:12 — "because I go unto my Father" - Comments- Jesus has being given all authority in heaven and in earth ( Matthew 28:18). He delegated His authority to the Church. We will do greater works because Jesus has given us His name ( John 14:13), and because believers are greater number. We will do these works through faith in His name ( Mark 16:17). Now, we also can heal the sick and cast out demons in Jesus' name. Also, Jesus is at right hand of the Father so that we can pray fervently in His name and be heard.

Matthew 28:18, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth."

John 14:14, "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it."

Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;"

John 14:12 — Comments- The Father, dwelling in Jesus by the presence of the Holy Spirit, does the works ( John 14:10). The Holy Spirit dwelling in us will do the works also.

Philippians 2:13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."

We now have the empowering through the Holy Spirit to walk as Jesus walked.

Ephesians 4:13, "Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Prayer of Manasseh , unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:"

1 Peter 2:21, "For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:"

1 John 2:6, "He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked."

There is a judgment for not following Christ"s example:

2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

It is a sin not to do what we know to do:

James 4:17, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."

Luis Palau said, "Dream great dreams and plan great plans for the glory of God because He makes Himself available to us. Why? So that the Father may be glorified in the Song of Solomon , Jesus Christ. Pray great prayers. Do great works. Obey." 237]

237] Luis Palau, Chapel service, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 21April 1983.

John 14:13 — Comments - As we go forth preaching the Gospel in the name of Jesus Christ, performing signs and wonders, people will glorify God.

John 14:14 — Comments - Jesus repeats His call again in John 14:14 for believers to take authority on earth through the name of Jesus, having made this statement in John 14:12.

John 14:13-14 — Word Study on "ask" - Strong says the Greek word "ask" ( αιτέ ω) (G 154) means, "to ask." However, it can mean, "demand" (BDAG). The Enhanced Strong says it is used 71times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "ask 48, desire 17, beg 2, require 2, crave 1, call for 1." Note other uses of this same Greek word that fix the meaning, "demand":

Matthew 27:20, "But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus."

Acts 16:29, "Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,"

1 Corinthians 1:22, "For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:"

John 14:12-14 — Comments - Jesus Gave the Church Authority- Kenneth Hagin notes that this passage in John 14:12-14 is teaching us to use the name of Jesus Christ when taking authority over the works of darkness rather than praying to Jesus Christ to do something for us. 238] Jesus tells us when He departs we can ask anything in His name and it shall be done. He is talking about taking spiritual authority upon the earth within the context of this statement, so that the word "ask" ( αιτέ ω) (G 154) should carry the stronger translation of "demand." In contrast, we find in John 16:23-25 that Jesus teaches us to pray and petition ( ἐρωτάω) (G 2065) the Heavenly Father. The Greek text uses an entirely different word for "ask" in both passages. 

238] Kenneth Hagin, Bible Prayer Study Course (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1991, 1999), 158-9.

Thus, Hagin translates this passage in John 14:13-14 as "whatever you demand as your rights and privileges…" For example, when Peter and John entered the Temple in Acts 3:1-11, the apostle did not pray for the lame man to be healed, but rather, he demanded that the lame man stand up and walk by the authority of the name of Jesus Christ. Jesus will later teach us to ask the Father in Jesus' name for our requests in John 16:23-24.

John 16:23-24, "And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."

John 14:15 — Comments- Jesus told His disciples in John 14:15 that if they loved Him they would keep His commandments. The first commandment that God gave mankind was when the Lord told Adam not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God gave Adam this commandment in order to test his love, to see if he would serve God out of devotion. God wants us to serve Him because we love Him and are committed to serving Him. 

The psalmist makes a similar statement when he tells us to delight in the law of the Lord ( Psalm 1:1). When our passion becomes a desire to please the Lord, then it becomes natural to keep His commandment.

Psalm 1:1-2, "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night."

John 14:16 — "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter" - Word Study- The Greek word "parakletos" ( παρά κλητος) (G 3875) has several important shades of meaning. (1) Comforter- BDAG tells us this word originally means, "one who is called to someone's aid." Thayer says this word properly means, "summoned, called to one's side, especially, called to one's aid." Thus Strong gives the meaning, "comforter." (2) Advocate- BDAG explains that this word was also used "in pre-Christian and extra-Christian literature" to mean, "one who appears in another's behalf, mediator, intercessor, helper." Thayer says this word also means, "one who pleads another's cause before a Judges , a pleader, counsel for defence, legal assistant, an advocate," and used universally, "one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor." Thus, Strong gives a second meaning, "advocate." Thayer says this word means, "in the widest sense, a helper, succorer, aider, assistant; so of the Holy Spirit destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles (after his ascension to the Father), to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the gospel truth, and give them divine strength needed to enable them to undergo trials and persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom." 

Comments- Four times during the Lord's final discourse to His beloved disciples He refers to the coming Holy Spirit as their Comforter ( John 14:16; John 14:26; John 15:26; John 16:7), for this would be the first grace that the Holy Spirit provides to these early believers. They are about to go through a traumatic time of pain at the crucifixion of the Master and even a time of uncertainty and confusion at His resurrection and ascension.

When Jesus tells His disciples about "another Comforter" in John 14:17, He is referring to the Holy Spirit. The Greek word for "another" literally means, "another of the same type." Thus, Jesus implies that He Himself was their first Comforter. Because He must depart, He promises them another Comforter of the same type, for He tells them later that He will not leave them "orphans" ( John 14:18.) However, as our intercessor, Jesus will never cease to also be our "Comforter" throughout eternity.

Illustration- A child well understands the need of a comforter. My six year old girl told me yesterday about an occasion at school that day in which she cut her finger and no one took her to the nurse for mending. At home she would have been given much attention and comfort during her time of pain. I heard in her voice the cry for comfort. Often in the world, we find no one who really understands our need for comfort. (December 4, 2004)

John 14:16 — "that he may abide with you for ever" - Comments- Once the Father sends the Holy Spirit at the request of Jesus, our first Comforter and present intercessor, the Spirit will be with us forever. He will be with us throughout this earth-life, and into eternity.

John 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
John 14:17 — "Even the Spirit of truth" - Comments- These early introductory titles that Jesus Christ gives to the Holy Spirit are significant in that they refer to His role as He works in the lives of the early Church. Jesus calls the Holy Spirit our "Comforter" because He understood their need of comfort during the next hours and days ahead. He is called the "Spirit of truth" because it is by an understanding of these events that these disciples will find much comfort to persevere. 

"whom the world cannot receive- Comments- The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is not for the lost world, but for believers only. Matthew 9:17 says that new wine must be put into new wine skins; for an old wine skin cannot hold it, lest it perish.

Matthew 9:17, "Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved."

"because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him" - Comments- The world is driven by sense knowledge, and not by the leadership of their inner Spirit from a pure conscience. 

"but ye know him" - Comments- The disciples knew the Holy Spirit because they knew Jesus, and they are one. 

"for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" - Comments- Jesus now says, "for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." Benny Hinn teaches on John 14:17 by saying this phrase means that the Holy Spirit is with us leading us to the Cross. He is with us to convict us of our adamic sins so that we might come to Calvary and received salvation. When we do come to Jesus for salvation, then the Holy Spirit comes to live "in us." When the Holy Spirit is sent upon the earth, then He will be with us "forever," as Jesus said in John 14:16. He will be with us forever, even in Heaven. Jesus will soon tell His disciples, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." ( Acts 1:8) These disciples had walked with Jesus Christ for over three years and so they had the Holy Spirit dwelling with them. Then Jesus breathed upon them in John 20:22 and they received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; for Jesus said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." Now, the Holy Spirit will begin to come upon them on occasions for the work of the ministry. This is an outward manifestation of the anointing that we see operating in the Old Testament as well as in the book of Acts. Under this anointing, a man of God works miracles in the name of Jesus Christ; but, we should make the distinction that the Holy Spirit coming upon us for a season and for a reason. It is not permanent like His indwelling presence in every believer. This anointing is for divine service rather than for salvation. 239]

239] Benny Hinn, "Fire Conference," 5-6 June 2009, Miracle Center Cathedral, Kampala, Uganda.

John 14:16-17 — Comments- The Promise of the Holy Spirit- This promise that Jesus gives His disciples of the coming of the Holy Ghost was fulfilled in Acts 2:32-33, "the promise of the Holy Ghost." A divine personality comes to take up residence in our bodies.

Acts 2:32-33, "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear."

In these two verses Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as our "Comforter" and as the "Spirit of truth." This reveals to us the two primary roles of the Holy Spirit in the life of every believer, which is to give us fellowship and to give us guidance.

John 14:18 — "I will not leave you comfortless" - Comments- The Greek reads, "I will not leave you orphans." A child is destined to grow into maturity, so that God has ordained this child's parents to guide him during the early years of his earthly journey. An orphan is a child that lacks needed parental guidance. God has birthed children in the kingdom of God, and He is not going to abandon them as "orphans." He will be with them just as earthly parents keep watch over their children and raise them. A true orphan needs a comforter, and since we have been separated from this world, we too, in that spiritual sense, become spiritual orphans in need of a divine comforter.

John 14:18 — "I will come to you" - Comments- Jesus promises to come back to His disciples after His resurrection and to be with them. He will do this in the form and presence of the Holy Spirit.

John 14:18 — Comments- In John 8:29 Jesus said that the Father had not left Him alone. Neither will He leave us alone.

John 14:19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.
John 14:19 — Comments- Jesus' time on earth was always used to minister to others. However, His earthly ministry has come to an end and He will depart. He will live because He rose from the dead to live forever, and to give eternal life to those who believe in Him. Thus, Jesus says, "because I live, ye shall also live." This life will begin when the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within them at the new birth.

John 14:20 — Comments- The day that Jesus is referring to in John 14:20 is the day of when the Holy Spirit came to indwell the Church, which initially took place in John 20:22 when Jesus breathed upon His disciples and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost," and was manifested on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples to anoint them for Christian service. The indwelling of the Spirit gives the Church salvation, and the Pentecostal experience is for divine service. At this time the disciples will then understand what Jesus meant when He said that He would be with them and in them and that they would be one with Him; for the Holy Spirit in them would bear witness to this truth.

John 20:22, "And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:"

John 14:21 — Comments - When I rededicated my life to Jesus Christ at the age of twenty-one, I became faithful in serving my local church and in obeying God's Word as I read daily from the Holy Scriptures. As I continued in His commandments as John 14:21 teaches, He began to manifest Himself to me in numerous ways, which I have recorded in my spiritual diary. Jesus desires to manifest Himself to us. He longs to bring us into our gifts and callings in life. However, we must be willing to follow Him. As we pursue Him, He will reveal Himself to us in magnificent ways.

John 14:22 — Comments- Jesus manifested Himself unto His disciples when the Holy Spirit came to indwell the Church. On the day of Pentecost, the manifested power of the Holy Spirit was demonstrated by the cloven tongues of fire, and the gift of speaking in tongues.

John 14:23 — "and make our abode with him" - Comments- The Greek word "abode" ( μονή) used in John 14:23 is the same Greek word that is used in John 14:2 and translated "mansions" in the KJV. 

John 14:2, "In my Father"s house are many mansions: if it were not Song of Solomon , I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."

Jesus is saying that if we will prepare Him a dwelling place on earth, that Isaiah , in our hearts, then He will prepare for us a dwelling place in heaven. When we are born again, we become the temple of God and the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. Note:

1 Corinthians 3:16, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"

2 Corinthians 6:16, "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."

This is what Jesus is referring to here in John 14:23.

John 14:21-23 — Comments - Jesus Manifests Himself- Judas asked Jesus in what way God will manifest Himself to those who obey Him. Jesus' reply was that God would come and make His abode with that person. God's presence in one's life brings His manifold blessings. Thus, God will manifest Himself in a number of ways to those who keep His commandments. God will bless him spiritually, mentally, physically and financially. Thus, one of the manifestations of God's love for Abraham was the wealth that he accumulated. Another manifestation was God's divine protection over his life. Still another was the peace that Abraham walked in while obeying the Lord.

John 14:26 — "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things" - Comments- Divine revelation is the disclosure of who God is and what He is doing. This impartation of wisdom and revelation comes from the Father and is given to the Holy Spirit, who are one, and is imparted unto us by the Holy Spirit who dwells within in us. This is what Paul was saying when he said that God has revealed them unto us by His Spirit.

1 Corinthians 2:10, "But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God."

What does the word "them" refer to in 1 Corinthians 2:10? It refers to "the things which God hath prepared for them that love him." Thus, divine wisdom and revelation is not for the world. They cannot receive it nor understand it.

1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."

Paul prays in Ephesians 1:17 that "the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:" Jesus said that He would send the Comforter, who will teach us all things. This teaching is done by divine impartation.

John 14:26, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."

John the apostle writes that the anointing within us will teach us the truth. This is done by divine impartation.

1 John 2:27, "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him."

John 14:26 — "bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you" - Comments - The Holy Scriptures were written from twenty to sixty years after the Ascension of Jesus Christ. While the New Testament epistles were written as the occasion required, the Gospels were not written down until at least twenty years after Jesus' ascension. Until then, the early Church heard the story of Jesus' earthly ministry, His passion and resurrection, from the testimonies apostles and other eyewitnesses through oral tradition. When the Holy Spirit moved on the authors of the Gospels and Acts to write these inspired books, He brought to their remembrance all things that were necessary for them to remember. They recorded each of their messages the way they were needed for our redemption. B. H. Carroll says, "What Christ said in His lifetime, which they had forgotten, the Holy Spirit enabled them to remember and guided them into the completion of the truth." 240] For example, in John 2:22 the disciples remembered what Jesus had said unto them after His resurrection.

240] Malcolm B. Yarnell, III, ed, Southwestern Journal of Theology (Spring 2009): 142.

John 2:22, "When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said."

Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would do the same for every believer. For example, when a student is taught, there is the need to recall this information until it becomes a part of his thinking. Repetition is a part of the learning process so that a person can apply it to everyday life. Many times the Holy Spirit will quicken Bible verses and passages to us, which were studied long ago, for our immediate needs. He will bring to our remembrance things we were taught in the past to help us in the present. Thus, when things come to our mind, we should learn to distinguish between the work of the Holy Spirit bringing things to our remembrance, and our own self-generated thoughts, and demonic thoughts.

John 14:27 — "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you…Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" - Comments- This phrase is an example of poetic Hebrew parallelism, found throughout the Gospel of John , especially in the first chapter.

John 14:27 — Comments- Jesus had very recently taught the end-time passages in Matthew 24-25 to His disciples. Therefore, He could say to them, "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid". They knew that perilous times were ahead. 

Jesus must now teach His disciples how to walk in peace during troubled times. The peace that the world has is dependent upon circumstances. But the peace that God gives is an inner peace that abides during difficult times. It is a peace that the world marvels at, a peace that it does not understand.

The fact that Jesus says, "Let not…" means that man has the ability to choose or to reject fear. He has the ability to choose peace instead of fear. No matter what trouble life brings us, we, as children of God, have the ability to choose fear or to choose peace. It is an act of our will. Jesus would not have commanded us to abide in peace, if the circumstances of this life had the power to rob us of that peace. 

In these troubles, God's divine hand of protection is upon us. However, we must follow His plan for our lives. One minister of the Word said, "Correction plus direction equals protection". When we follow God's direction for our lives and receive His correction, we are given His protection. As we experience God's hand of protection around us, we learn to walk in a greater peace than before.

John 14:28-31 — Jesus Discusses His Departure - In John 14:28-31 Jesus discusses His departure in order to emphasize the necessity of sending the Holy Spirit.

John 14:28 — "for my Father is greater than I" - Comments- Jesus tells us that His Father is greater than Himself. This means that there is rank, or an order of authority, among the Godhead, the divine trinity: Father → Son → Holy Spirit.

John 14:31 — "Arise, let us go hence" - Comments- In John 14:31 Jesus tells His disciples to rise up and leave the upper room where they had partaken of the Passover meal. However, we see no movement from them until John 18:1. Perhaps they remained in the room until Jesus prayer, or they were making their way out of the city as Jesus spoke the rest of His message to them and prayed for them ( John 15-17).



Verses 1-33 

The Holy Spirit: The Comforter - In John 14:1 to John 16:33 Jesus teaches on the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the New Testament Church. He will come ( John 14:1-31), abide in us ( John 15:1 to John 16:4), and work through us to offer redemption to the world ( John 16:5-33).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Coming of the Holy Spirit — John 14:1-31
2. Abiding in the Holy Spirit — John 15:1 to John 16:4
3. The Work of the Holy Spirit — John 16:5-33
15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-4 

Abiding in the Spirit - The theme of John 15:1 to John 16:4 is abiding in the Holy Spirit. Once the disciples have learned to walk in humility and true servanthood ( John 13:1-38), and after receiving the infilling of the Holy Spirit ( John 14:1-31), they must learn how to abide in the Spirit before they can do the works of God. However, with this lifestyle of abiding in the Spirit there will come persecutions and hatred from the world.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline- 

1. The True Vine — John 15:1-17
2. Hatred from the World (Fourth Scripture Filled) — John 15:18 to John 16:4


Verses 1-17 

Jesus is the True Vine- In John 15:1-17 Jesus teaches the disciples about His departure. In order to help them understand their relationship with Him after His departure, He speaks of Himself figuratively as the True Vine and they are likened to the branches. Jesus describes Himself with a new name in this chapter, never before used until now. However, the underlying message is to teach His disciples how to abide in the Holy Spirit after His resurrection and departure. He does this by using the metaphor of a vine and its branches. Since Jesus has discussed the coming of the Holy Spirit in John 14:1-27, He must now teach them how to abide in Him once they have received Him.

In his book The Call Rick Joyner gives a good explanation of the meaning of this passage, "Your words will have this power when you abide in Me," Wisdom interjected. "I did not call you to preach about Me; I called you to be a voice that I could speak through. As you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you will bear fruit that will remain. By My word, the creation was brought forth, and by My word the new creation will come forth in you and in My people. My words are Spirit and Life. My words give Life. You are not called to just teach about Me, but to let Me teach through you. As you dwell in My presence, your words will be My words, and they will have power." 241]

241] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 176.

The best example of the principle of abiding in Christ can be found in the Garden of Eden, where Abraham communed with God each day, and laboured in the Garden as an overflow of His love for God.

The Fruit of the Spirit- Jesus is our example in all things. He abounded in the "fruits" of the Spirit, which included the gifts of the Spirit. As we abide in Jesus, the supernatural gifts of the Spirit will begin to manifest in us naturally, without effort. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"For I have not purposed simply to bring you into My family and have you remain as babes or children. I am concerned with your maturity: your growth in wisdom and knowledge of things pertaining to Myself; with the perfection of your ministry; and with the producing of the fruits of the Spirit in your life. And so to this end, I have provided for you the "ministries" and "gifts" of My Holy Spirit. As ye receive these by faith, and as ye walk in these by faith, so that I am allowed to manifest Myself through you in this way, ye will find that ye will grow in Me, yea, grow in grace and in your knowledge of Me, and ye will find the "fruits" of the Spirit will begin to appear in thy life quiet naturally, even as apples appear on the apple tree, though the tree takes no thought and experiences no effort or anxiety." 242]

242] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 120.

Again:

"It is a joy to My heart when My children rely upon Me. I delight in working things out for thee, but I delight even more in thee thyself than in anything I do to help thee. Even Song of Solomon , I want you to delight in Me just for Myself, rather than in anything ye do for Me. Service is the salvage of love. It is like the twelve baskets of bread that were left over. The bread partaken of was like fellowship mutually given; and the excess and overflow was a symbol of service. I do not expect thee to give to others until ye have first thyself been a partaker. I will provide you with plentiful supply to give if ye first come to receive for thine own needs. This is in no way selfishness. It is the Law of Life. Can the stalk of corn produce the ear unless first it receive its own life from the parent seed? No more can ye produce fruit in thy ministry except ye be impregnated with divine life from its source in God Himself. It was from the hands of the Christ that the multitudes received bread. From His hands ye also must receive thy nurture, the Bread of Life to sustain thy health and thy life." 243]

243] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 153.

Jesus is the True Vine, and We are the Branches- A vine is designed by God to give life, sustains life by providing the branch everything it needs to live. The vine is a vivid illustration with which all the disciples are familiar. Grapes and wine were a common crop in Israel, especially as a metaphor for illustrating the need to bear "fruit" in the Kingdom of God. The disciples understood the need to prune the grapevine. It has a main stem, many large branches, more smaller branches and then the fruit. Every winter many branches are pruned back so that there will new, healthy branches that are able to bear more fruit the next season.

Jesus describes God the Father as the vinedresser, and Himself as the vine, which is subject to the farmer. Hebrews 5:8 confirms this when it says, "Though he were a Song of Solomon , yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered."

The Analogy of the Vine in Scripture- The analogy of Israel and the Church as the branches of a grape vine were used by Jesus Christ in John 15:1-10. The analogy of a vine is used by Paul the apostle to describe the grafting of the Gentiles into the vine and the severing off of some of the branches of Israel ( Romans 11:11-24). The analogy of the vine is found in the Old Testament Scriptures as well. Joseph interprets a dream that involved a vine with three branches ( Genesis 40:1-23). Moses prophesies of Israel's backslidings by comparing them to Sodom and Gomorrah using the analogy of a vine ( Deuteronomy 32:32). Jotham the judge tells a parable about leaders over Israel using the analogy of a vine and other plants ( Judges 9:7-21). The psalmist ( Psalm 80:8; Psalm 80:14-15), and the prophets Isaiah ( Isaiah 5:1-7), Jeremiah ( Jeremiah 2:21), Ezekial ( Ezekiel 17:1-10), and Hosea ( Hosea 10:1) use the analogy of a vine to describe the nation of Israel. The analogy of the vine is used to describe others as well ( Psalm 128:3, Song of Solomon 6:11; Song of Solomon 7:8; Song of Solomon 7:12).

Deuteronomy 32:32, "For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter:"

Psalm 80:8, "Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it."

Psalm 80:14-15, "Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself."

Jeremiah 2:21, "Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?"

Hosea 10:1, "Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images."

Psalm 128:3, "Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table."

John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
John 15:1 — "I am the true vine" - Comments- Jesus is the only vine that will produce a life-giving source. No other vine will give eternal life.

John 15:1 — "and my Father is the husbandman" - Comments- God does the work to make the grapevine produce. An earthly farmer prunes, cultivates, harvests, and receives the glory when his plants produce well. God, in like manners, receives the glory when a grapevine produces well ( John 15:8).

John 15:8, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples."

John 15:1 — Comments- God the Father is the supervisor. He is the one that directs this process. Jesus serves at the "vine," or the source of all fruit. He is the firstborn of all creation.

John 15:2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
John 15:2 — Word Study- BDAG says the Greek word "purge" ( καθαίρω) (G 2508) means, "to clear or prune by removing the superfluous wood." 

Comments- Within the context of John 15:2 God the Father is the husbandman ( 1 Corinthians 15:10, Philippians 2:13). In this metaphor, the personal pronoun "it" refers to the vine. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches ( John 15:5). A farmer dresses a vine by cutting off all branches that are not necessary or useful in production, so the vine will produce more fruit. Why does the Father purge us: in order that we might bring forth more fruit ( John 15:5). In the natural, the pruning of branches is the way a farmer cares for his grapevine, so as to maximize his harvest. In a spiritual sense, God will prompt our hearts to lay aside worldly activity and entertainment in order to spend more time praying, reading the Holy Bible, witnessing and doing God"s work so as to increase the fruit we bring forth.

1 Corinthians 15:10, "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me."

Philippians 2:13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure."

John 15:5, "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing."

God sanctifies a man by working to put out of him things that are superfluous, or irrelevant and harmful to the Christian life. This process is called sanctification. God prunes us and purges worldliness out of our lives so that we might be clean vessels of honor ( 2 Timothy 2:20-21), and thus be more fruitful. A man becomes sanctified by a process called "purging."

2 Timothy 2:20-21, "But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master"s use, and prepared unto every good work."

God's children are either in a process of being purged, or they are taken away from the true vine. They are either purging themselves through self-discipline, or God is purging them through discipline and correction. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding divine discipline and correction:

"Have I not said that unless ye experience chastening, ye may well doubt thy sonship? Why then, shouldst thou shrink from My rod of correction? Ye are not the teacher, but the pupil; not the parent, but the child; not the vine, but the branch. Discipline and correction must come if ye would be brought into conformity to My divine will. Shun nothing My hand brings to bear upon thy life. Accept My blessings and My comfort, but do not despise My sterner dealings. All are working toward thy ultimate perfection.

"Do ye hope to be made perfect apart from the corrective process? Do ye expect to bear large fruit without the pruning process? Nay, My children, either bend in submission to My hand, or ye shall break in rebellion. Godly sorrow yieldeth the good fruit of repentance, but if ye be brittle and unyielding, ye shall know a grief of spirit for which there is no remedy. Keep a flexible spirit, so that I may mold thee and shape thee freely - so that I can teach thee readily, nor be detained by thy resistance." 244]

244] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 94.

If we resist God's discipline and correction, then we become salt that has lost is savor, and God allows us to be trodden under the feet of men. We become branches that are cut off, and men gather them and cast them into the fire:

"I need disciplined Christians. To entertain self-will is to court disqualification. Ye cannot do My work to My satisfaction except ye do it in accordance with My specifications. There are not many blueprints for one building; there is only one. Even Song of Solomon , to change the figure, there are not many different husbandmen. I am the husbandman. If ye refuse My loving care of thee, ye shall be cut down by others who have no concern for thy soul. Even as I said of the salt: if it lose its savor, it is good for naught but shall be trodden under foot of man. If the branch bear no fruit, men shall gather it and burn it." 245]

245] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 94.

John 15:2 — Comments- There are two kinds of branches on a grapevine; fruit-bearers and non-fruit bearers. 

Illustration: I was sitting in a barbershop in June 1983. The barber and a customer were discussing how to grow a grapevine. The barber said that it was necessary to go to a full-grown grapevine and get a cutting off of a fruit-bearing branch. The barber said that some branches never do produce fruit. I know now why the Lord sent me there. I was planning on going to another barber that week because I thought I would be less expensive, the Lord had other plans.

John 15:2 — Comments- Note that the branch is "in Christ" before it is taken away. This suggests that a believer can lose his salvation.

John 15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
John 15:3 — Word Study - Strong says the Greek word "clean" ( καθαρός) (2513) means, "clean, pure, clear." 

Comments- The Greek word "clean" ( καθαρός) (2513) is in the same word family as "purge" ( καθαίρω) (G 2508), which Jesus uses in the previous verse. Thus, Jesus "purges" or "cleans" the branches that bear fruit ( John 15:2) by His Word that He speaks to us ( John 15:3). In other words, we are made clean, or purged, because of the word that God has spoken to us. As we take God's Word, believe it, and do it, we become purged ( Psalm 51:10; Psalm 119:9). We become washed all over at the moment of salvation, but we still have a need to be purged of daily sin in our lives ( John 13:10). Thus, John 15:4 tells us to abide in Christ so that this purging process can take place in our lives.

Psalm 51:10, "Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me."

Psalm 119:9, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word."

John 13:10, "Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all."

God has given us His Word so that we might become clean ( Psalm 24:3-4, John 17:17, 1 Timothy 4:5, 1 John 2:1).

Psalm 24:3-4, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully."

John 17:17, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth."

1 Timothy 4:5, "For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

1 John 2:1, "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:"

John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
John 15:4 — Comments- How do we know if He abides in us and we in Him? If we are walking as Jesus walked, we can know that we are abiding in Him ( 1 John 2:6). See:

1 John 2:6, "He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked."

1 John 2:24, "Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Song of Solomon , and in the Father."

1 John 3:6, "Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him."

1 John 3:24, "And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us."

1 John 4:12-16, "No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him."

We cannot bear fruit unless we remain in Jesus. If a man abides not in Jesus and His Word ( John 15:7), he cannot bear fruit and is thus removed from the true vine.

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
John 15:5 — "He that abideth in me, and I in him" - Comments- Jesus has just told His disciples that He is sending the Holy Spirit to indwell them ( John 14:16-17). We abide in Him through communion with the Holy Spirit. This fellowship is the source of our spiritual life and inner strength by which we may go out and bear fruit. This concept of communion with God in prayer and divine service to produce fruit is woven within the Song of Solomon in the metaphors of the garden of prayer and the vineyard of service.

John 14:16-17, "And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."

John 15:5 — "the same bringeth forth much fruit" - Comments- There are other Scriptures referring to the fruit, which believers are to produce in the Kingdom of God ( Galatians 5:22-23, Romans 1:13; Romans 7:4).

Galatians 5:22-23, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."

Romans 1:13, "Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles."

Romans 7:4, "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God."

John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
John 15:6 — "If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered" - Comments- See a similar metaphor in the Parable of the Sower ( Mark 4:3-8; Mark 4:14-20).

1. The seed- This seed is stolen from the heart. Man cannot abide in Jesus without the Word in his heart.

2. The sprout- It is "withered".

3. The plant- It is choked and bears no fruit. So it is removed ( John 15).

4. The growth - The fruit- Matthew 10:22.

God purges his plants, his people, from lusts, and from being deceived. We must be led by the Spirit, allowing God to purge us so that we become separated from this world ( Matthew 10:22, 2 Timothy 2:4). 

Matthew 10:22, "And ye shall be hated of all men for my name"s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved."

2 Timothy 2:4, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier."

John 15:6 — "and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned" - Comments- In the Greek text, the verb "they are burned" is the present tense, so that the sentence can read, "men gather them, cast them into the fire, and burn them." The branches that have been removed from the grapevine have no further purpose except as firewood. In other words, they are not usable for construction of any kind. They can only serve mankind by being consumed by fire.

John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
John 15:7 — "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you" - Comments- R.A Torrey says, "If we would walk with God we must cultivate the thought of His presence," which is done by the study of His Word, by prayer, by thanksgiving and by worship. 246] 

246] R. A. Torrey, The Secret of Abiding Peace [on-line]; accessed 9 June 2009; available from http://www.asermon.com/books/torrey-peace.html; Internet, III:2.

"ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" - Comments- When we walk closely to the Father, we have confidence that He will answer our prayers ( 1 John 5:14). One of the evidences that we are truly walking with Jesus is answered prayers. We can grow in confidence as our spirit bears witness of our fellowship with the Father. Our conscience is the voice of our heart telling us if we are walking in the Father's will. We can know that we are God's children ( Romans 8:16).

1 John 5:14, "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:"

Romans 8:16, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:"

Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding John 15:7.

"Oftentimes men pray to the Father in My name, but do not abide in Me, that Isaiah , they take My name into their mouths and on their lips, but not into their hearts and lives. That is the reason why they do not obtain what they pray for. But when I abide in them and they in Me, then whatever they ask from the Father they receive, because they pray under the direction of the Holy Spirit in that condition. The Holy Spirit shows them what will glorify the Father and be best for themselves and for others. Otherwise they will get such an answer as a bad son got from a governor whom his father had served with great courage and honour. When the son presented a petition in his father's name and asked for some employment and favour, the governor pointed out to him his evil life and habits, and said, ‘Do not petition me in your father's name, but first go and act according to his example. Let his high worth be not on your lips only, but carry it into your life, and then your petition will be accepted.' Between the prayers of those who worship and praise Me with their lips only and of those who do so from their heart there is a very great difference. For instance, one who was a true worshipper was constantly praying for another that his eyes might be opened and that he might accept the truth, while the other was a worshipper in name only often prayed in his enmity against My true worshipper that he might be struck blind. Finally the prayers of the true worshipper were heard by the loving will of God, and he who was formerly only a hypocrite received spiritual sight. With his heart full of joy this man became a true believer, and a sincere and lasting brother of My true servant." 247]

247] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line], accessed 26 October 2008, available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 3, part 7-8.

John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
John 15:9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
John 15:9 — Comments- God gave Jesus all things, but Jesus obtained them through much suffering, which was a testimony of His love and devotion to the Father. How do we abide in Jesus" love; by keeping His commandments ( John 15:10), which also involves suffering for His name's sake?

As we abide in holy communion with the Holy Spirit, He pours forth His love into us ( Romans 5:5). As we go forth into the world and obey His Word, being led by the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, we abide in this love, so that all of God's spiritual blessings are available to us. As we abide in His love, are then able to go forth and love others as Christ loves us, who loves us as the Father loves Him, because He abides in the Father's love through intimate communion.

Romans 5:5, "And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father"s commandments, and abide in his love.
John 15:11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
John 15:11 — "These things have I spoken unto you" - Comments - Jesus is referring to verses 1-10.

John 15:11 — "that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full" - Comments- This phrase means that God has made a way for us to live in all of the fullness of heaven's joy while we are still hear on this earth. The very fullness of joy that we will have when we are living in heaven is ours today because Jesus has made the way for us into "full" fellowship with the Father and the Son.

John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.
John 15:12 — Comments- Notice that this new commandment that Jesus gives His disciples is the same one that God gave the children of Israel in the Ten Commandments under the Old covenant, which said, "Love thy neighbour as yourself." The heart of the Ten Commandments is to love God with all of our hearts, mind and strength, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. God then gave the Israelites the statutes to accompany the Ten Commandments in order to teach them how to love others in real-life, everyday situations. We can call this the "Love Walk." This commandment has not changed. For Jesus gave the Church the same commandment to love one another. 

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

John 13:34, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another."

We are to love others as Jesus loves us, not just to love others as we love ourselves.

John 15:16 — "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you" - Scripture Reference- Note Psalm 22:10, "I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother"s belly."

John 15:16 — "and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit" - Comments- Salvation is God's work by the Holy Spirit in our lives. The purpose of our salvation is to bear fruit. This means that we have a work to do on earth.

John 15:16 — "and that your fruit should remain" - Comments- Our work has eternal benefits. We strive for an incorruptible crown, not for a corruptible crown ( 1 Corinthians 9:25). The purpose, or result, of abiding in Christ and producing fruit is so that we can ask the Father for anything and He hears us and gives it to us. 

1 Corinthians 9:25, "And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible."

John 15:16 — "that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you" - Comments- John 15:16 tells us that we have been called to bear fruit for the kingdom of God. If we go back to the beginnings, before the Fall of Prayer of Manasseh , we find this same commandment given to mankind. In Genesis 1:28 God commanded man to be fruitful and to multiply. When we follow this plan for our lives, we begin to do those things that are pleasing in His sight and are in a position to ask whatever we want and we will receive from Him ( 1 John 3:22). Thus, the promise in John 15:16 that whatsoever we ask the Father in Jesus' name will be given to us is only from fruit-bearers. Thus, we are able to fulfill our individual destinies. Such promises as are found in this verse are not for the carnal-minded.

Genesis 1:28, "And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth."

1 John 3:22, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight."

John 15:17 — Scripture References- Note John 13:34, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another."

John 15:16-17 — Comments- Jesus summarizes His discourse of John 15:1-16 with these words in John 15:16-17. We cannot love one another if we do not abide in His love. This only happens when we fellowship with the Holy Spirit in prayer. We cannot produce fruit that remains unless we learn to walk in His presence in holy communion through the indwelling Spirit of God.



Verse 18 

Fourth Scripture Filled: Hatred from the World - In John 15:18 to John 16:4 John the apostle records the fourth Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion. Jesus prepares the disciples for His departure by telling them about the hatred of the world being a fulfillment of prophecy. This hatred will be experienced by His disciples when they learn how to abide in the vine ( John 15:1-17). As we abide in Him and go forth to produce fruit, we face certain persecutions from the world. As we testify the name of Jesus, the world will certainly hate us.

John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
John 15:19 — "I have chosen you out of the world" - Scripture References- 
1 Corinthians 10:6, "Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted."

2 Timothy 2:4, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier."

James 1:27, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."

John 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
John 15:20 — "Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord" - Scripture References- 
Matthew 10:24, "The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord."

Luke 6:40, "The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master."

John 13:16, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him."

John 15:20 — "If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also" - Comments- This phrase is an example of poetic Hebrew parallelism, found throughout the Gospel of John , especially in the first chapter.

John 15:21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name"s sake, because they know not him that sent me. 
John 15:22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. 
John 15:22 — Comments- The word "sin" in John 15:22 is singular in the Greek text, referring to the sinful nature of mankind. Thus, Jesus said that the one who believes not in Him is already judged for his sinful nature ( John 3:18). Once Jesus came and manifested God's love and holiness to mankind, they were no longer without excuse. All people can know the general revelation about God through His creation; but special revelation of God's plan of redemption came through Jesus Christ. We find Paul saying the same thing in his speech to the Athenians on Mar's Hill ( Acts 17:30).

John 3:18, "He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."

Acts 17:30, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:"

John 15:23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
John 15:24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.
John 15:24 — Comments- Jesus offered them good works, works that no Old Testament prophet had ever preformed, such as opening the eyes of the blind ( John 9:32).

John 9:32, "Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind."

John 15:25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 
John 15:25 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - John 15:25 quotes from either Psalm 35:19 or Psalm 69:4.

Psalm 35:19, "Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause."

Psalm 69:4, "They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away."

John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
John 15:26 — "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth" - Comments- The Comforter will be sent from the Father because of Jesus' request on the day of Pentecost.

John 15:26 — "he shall testify of me" - Comments- Jesus tells His disciples that the Holy Spirit's primary office will by to testify of Him. We look back in the Old Testament and see how the Father testified of Himself. We then see in the Gospels of how Jesus testified of the Father. Now, in the book of Acts and New Testament Epistles we see the Holy Spirit testifying of Jesus Christ.

John 15:27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.
John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
John 16:1 — Comments- Within the context of John 15:18 to John 16:4 Jesus is explaining how the world will hate us and persecute us because of our testimony of Jesus Christ.

John 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.
John 16:2 — "the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service" - Comments- The Jews began persecuting and killing the Christians in the name of religious duty as early as the book of Acts. Saul of Tarsus oversaw the death of Stephen and many other early Christians.

Galatians 1:13-14, "For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews" religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews" religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers."

After Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D 70 by the Romans , their emperors began to persecute and kill all Christians in the Roman Empire in the name of their gods. These persecutions lasted until Constantine declared Christianity the official state religion.

This prophecy has certainly come true in the beliefs of the Muslim religion. This religion builds its doctrine around the fact that all non-Muslims should be killed. They kill Christians in the name of their god. Listen to these verses from the Koran: 248]

248] E. H. Palmer, The Qur'n part 1, in The Sacred Books of the East, ed. F. Max Mller (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1880), 102, 170, 173, 176-177.

"The reward of those who make war against God and His Apostle, and strive after violence in the earth, is only that they shall be slaughtered or crucified, or their hands cut off and their feet on alternate sides, or that they shall be banished from the land." (Surah 536)

"Prepare ye against them what force and companies of horse ye can, to make- the enemies of God, and your enemies, and others beside them, in dread thereof." (Surah 860)

"But when the sacred months are passed away, kill the idolaters wherever ye may find them; and take them, and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in every place of observation." (Surah 95)

"Fight those who believe not in God and in the last day, and who forbid not what God and His Apostle have forbidden, and who do not practice the religion of truth from amongst those to whom the Book has been brought, until they pay the tribute by their hands and be as little ones." (Surah 929)

The Muslim religion has a history of war and persecutions against Jews, Christians and all non-Muslims societies. They have spread their faith by force, and not by the will of their victims, but rather by fear of terror, and not by faith in God.

This is a description of the spirit of antichrist. It is the powers of darkness at war against God's people, both Jews and Christians alike. The New Testament refers to different types of spirits, such as unclean spirit, spirits of infirmity, spirits of divination, deaf and dumb spirits, seducing spirits, etc. However, the spirit of antichrist is a particular spirit that will focus on making war against the children of God. 1 John 4:3 tells us that this spirit is already in the world and has been making war with God's children since his day. Jesus describes the antichrist when He told His disciples, "that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service."

John 16:2, "They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service."

Jesus also refers to this spirit in Matthew 24-25.

Matthew 24:9, "Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name"s sake."

John 16:2 — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

John 9:22, "These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue."

Note: 

John 15:13-14, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."

John 16:1-2 — "These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues" - Comments- Robert Gundry says that the Jews during the last part of the first century, when John wrote his Gospel, incorporated a Benediction against Heretics into the liturgy of their services in an effort to ostracize all Jewish Christians from synagogues. Since it was possible that many Jewish converts were expelled from these synagogues, he suggests that John may have included the story of the healing of the blind man and the response from the Pharisees ( John 9:1-34) as a source of encouragement to these persecuted Jewish Christians. 249]

249] The benediction reads, "For the excommunicate let there be no hope, and the kingdom of pride do Thou quickly root out in our days. And let the Christians and the heretics perish as in a moment. Let them be blotted out of the book of life, and with the righteous let them not be written. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who subdueth the proud." See Robert H. Gundry, A Survey of the New Testament, revised edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House), 104.

John 16:1-2 — Comments - The Institution of the Church- Jesus' words in John 16:1-2 are the first indications that the institution of the Church will not be associated with the Jewish nation. This is because the Church is to be born largely out of the Gentile nations. The Jewish nation will reject these believes and persecute them.

John 16:4 — "But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them" - Comments- Jesus was able to speak to them face to face for the final time. After His resurrection and ascension, He will speak to them by the Spirit of God. 

"And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you" - Comments- Jesus could have spoken to them from the beginning, meaning He knew all of these things about His passion and resurrection from the beginning.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 5-33 

The Work of the Spirit — - After Jesus has taught His disciples about servanthood ( John 13:1-38), and the need to receive the Holy Spirit when He comes ( John 14:1-31), and how to abide in the Spirit ( John 15:1 to John 16:4). If they will be obedient to His teachings thus far, they will be ready to do the works that Jesus did. This is the theme of John 16:5-33.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Convicting the World of Sin — John 16:5-15
2. The Authority of the Believer — John 16:16-33
John 16:5-15 — Convicting the World of Sin - In order to do the works that Jesus did, the disciples must preach the Gospel. In preaching the Gospel, the Holy Spirit must come and empower them to do this great work. As they preach, the Spirit will convict the world of sin, and perform signs and wonders to testify of the truth of the Gospel.

John 16:6 — Comments- Jesus has just comforted them with an exhortation not to let their hearts be troubled ( John 14:1; John 14:27) because He knew that the news of Him departing would bring sorrow.

John 14:1, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me."

John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

John 16:7 — Comments- When the Holy Spirit comes to dwell inside of us, this fellowship and life with the Spirit will become more real than the temporal things that we see on the earth. It was necessary for Jesus to depart so that we, too, could taste of the life of God here on earth. It is the only way that we can have the power to overcome.

John 16:8 — Comments - The role of the Holy Spirit in God's plan of redemption for mankind is to convict the sinner of three aspects of his relationship to God. He will convict man that he is a sinner in rebellion against God, and that Jesus Christ demonstrated God's standard of righteousness, and that he is destined for hell. The Holy Spirit will not convict the sinner of his need to go to church, to tithe, to read his Bible, etc. These are aspects of sanctification that a new believer conforms to during his Christian growth.

John 16:9 — Comments - The Holy Spirit will convict men of their sin, which I singular. This sin is that of rejecting Jesus Christ as His Saviour. The atonement of Jesus Christ paid for all of man's sins. The offense that cannot be forgiven is the rejection of Jesus Christ as one's Savour. The Holy Spirit will testify to unbelievers that Jesus Christ is Lord ( Romans 10:9, 1 Corinthians 12:3), God revealed in the flesh, the only way to salvation ( John 15:26). The Holy Spirit will convict men to believe on Him. Our job is to tell others that only through Jesus can forgiveness of sins be found. The Holy Spirit will convict the man's heart of sin and of the truth of our Gospel witness. We cannot convict a man's heart. This is the work of the Holy Spirit. In light of this truth, Andrew Wommack says that sinners are not going to Hell because of their individual sins, thus the Holy Spirit does not convict the sinner of all of his individual sins. He convicts the unbeliever of one sin, singular, that of not believing on Jesus. The unbeliever is essentially going to Hell for rejecting Jesus Christ. 250] Jesus Christ has paid for their sins on Calvary, and they go to Hell for rejecting His payment.

250] Andrew Wommack, "Sermon," Andrew Wommack Leadership Conference, Kampala, Uganda, 18 July 2009.

Romans 10:9, "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

1 Corinthians 12:3, "Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."

John 15:26, "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:"

Illustration- Note how conviction came upon Peter in Luke 5:8 because of his unbelief in the words of Jesus to launch out into the deep and cast his nets to catch fish, "When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus" knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful Prayer of Manasseh , O Lord."

Illustration- In the early 1980"s, Jack Emerson was in a Sunday School class in which a visitor was attending. The visitor was not saved, but has been invited to church. Jack began to witness to this visitor, and became very aggressive in his words. Then, in the middle of this witnessing, the Holy Spirit spoke to Jack and said, "Now you have entered into My office." Jack, in his zeal, had tried to bring conviction upon this lost person. That is not the office of the believer. The Holy Spirit will do the convicting, if we will simply speak His Word.

Scripture References- Note: 

John 15:22, "If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin."

John 16:10 — Comments - The Holy Spirit will reveal to the sinner God's standard of righteousness, which every man has failed to achieve. Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, mankind is able to see God's standard of righteousness. Jesus lived a sinless life, and He was crucified by sinful men. His resurrection demonstrated to the world that true righteousness is seen in Him and Him alone.

How does the Holy Spirit convict the world of the righteousness that is found in Jesus Christ? John 15:26 says, "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:"

Illustration- If Calvary convicted the centurion of Jesus' righteousness, how much more his resurrection and ascension will convict a man. 

Luke 23:47, "Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.

Note how Noah's righteous acts condemned the world:

Hebrews 11:7, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith."

Also, the repentance of Nineveh will condemn the world:

Matthew 12:41-42, "The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here."

John 16:11 — Comments - The Holy Spirit will convict men of eternal judgment because of their sinful behaviour. God will reveal to a person that he is going to hell.

Illustration - Jack Emerson was a man who was unchurched before he was saved. He lived a sinful life without the knowledge of the Holy Bible. One day he fell under a deep conviction and sought advice from several pastors as to what he needed to do to get right with God. During this time, he dreamed that he was going to hell. The Holy Spirit was revealing to Jack the reality of his depraved soul and his need to look to God for help. He soon found a pastor that took the time to explain to him God's plan of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. He later came to know the Scriptures and to learn about hell. However, the Holy Spirit revealed this reality to him before he was saved.

Scripture References- Note: 

John 12:31, "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out."

John 16:12 — Comments- John 16:12 tells us that the message of the Gospel that Jesus Christ taught His disciples was incomplete. Therefore, Jesus will speak to them later by His Spirit. We find the full message of the Gospel in the New Testament epistles, and it is the Pauline epistles that lay down the doctrines of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Also, when we receive Revelation , it can overwhelm our flesh, so that we cannot bear it. I remember an experience as a Seminary student where the Scriptures seemed to overwhelm me. I was reading in the book of Isaiah. As I read, every word seemed to leap out at me with life and meaning. I found myself shutting the Scriptures and walking away with the feeling of being overwhelmed with revelation. Also, Jesus Christ taught His disciples divine insight and revelation a little at a time, so that they could digest and mediate upon these truths a little at a time and not be overwhelmed.

John 16:13 — "Howbeit when Hebrews , the Spirit of truth, is come" - Comments- The Greek word πνευ̂ μα normally takes a neuter subject because it is a neuter noun. However, in John 16:13 the Greek text uses the masculine word " ἐκει̂ νος" for "he" rather than the neuter " ἐκει̂ νον" (it). Thus, Jesus is revealing to His disciples that the Holy Spirit is person, and not a thing, or simply a power.

John 16:13 — "he will guide you into all truth" - Comments- Note that the office and ministry of the Holy Spirit is to be out teacher and guide:

John 17:17, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth."

1 Corinthians 2:12-13, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man"s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual."

John 16:13 — "and he will shew you things to come" - Comments- Kenneth Hagin makes a wise comment about this verse in John 16:13. The Lord has spoken to him many times and in many ways during the course of his long ministry. Hagin says that the Lord will show us things to come in our future. 251] Because we are to walk by faith and lean on Him daily, the Lord is not going to show us the beginning to the end. When the Lord knows we need supernatural guidance, He will certainly show us things that are coming to pass in the future.

251] Kenneth Hagin, How You Can Know the Will of God (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1983, 1985), 6-7.

John 16:13 — Comments- A child of God must learn to be led, or taught, by the Holy Spirit in all things, or else he will stumble and be deceived ( John 16:1). 

John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

Romans 8:14, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."

The Holy Spirit works in our lives to enable us to do those things that are impossible in the natural. Even the natural man can encourage himself to some great feats, but the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is to enable us to do that which the natural man cannot do. We, as believers, can walk in love when others cannot. We can be strong when others become weak from the trials of live. We can walk in health, when others are sick. We are to walk in victory every day, and not defeat with this world.

John 16:13-14 — Comments- Testing the Holy Spirit's Words:
1. He will speak what He hears. (from above, from Jesus and the Father)

2. He will proclaim (report) things coming (i.e, it will come to pass). The Greek word αναγγελεϊ means that the Holy Spirit is bearing a message. See Deuteronomy 18:21-22.

3. He will glorify Jesus. Why? Because the Holy Spirit receives from Jesus and speaks to us. The Father has given things to Jesus. Jesus is heir. See John 12:32. It is Jesus speaking to us through the Holy Spirit.

4. John 14:26 - The Holy Spirit will teach us all things and bring to remembrance Jesus' words.

5. John 15:26 - The Holy Spirit shall testify of Jesus.

Deuteronomy 18:21-22, "And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him."

John 12:32, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."

John 16:15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
John 16:16-33 — The Authority of the Believer: Jesus Testifies of His Departure More Clearly- In John 16:16-33 Jesus tells His disciples more about His departure. This passage is important in that we have a record of the confession of disciples' faith and understanding in the teachings of Jesus during the Lord's Supper ( John 16:29-30). Jesus acknowledges their faith and ends His teachings ( John 16:31-33). As a result of their understanding, Jesus realizes that He has accomplished His purpose of having this last supper and He turns to the Father in prayer ( John 17:1-26). Note Jesus' acknowledge to the Father during His prayer of their faith and understanding in Him.

John 17:8, "For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me."

John 16:16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.
John 16:16 — Comments- In John 16:16 Jesus makes a reference to His death and resurrection, at which time He would come back for forty days prior to His ascension and appear to His disciples on a number of occasions. It is unlikely that this verse refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit or the Second Coming of Jesus ( John 14:3) because the context of this passage clearly discusses Jesus' Passion and Resurrection. Jesus makes an earlier reference to His death and return visit to the disciples in John 14:28, "Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I."

John 14:3, "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I Amos , there ye may be also."

John 16:20 — Comments - The weeping and lamenting mentioned in Johnb John 16:20 is a reference to the trial and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, while the sorrowing being turned to joy is a reference to His resurrection.

John 16:21 — Comments- The illustration that Jesus uses in John 16:21 follows the line of thought that Jesus Christ is the "first-begotten" from the Father.

John 16:22 — "And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice" - Comments - John 16:16; John 16:22 make a clear reference to the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, at which time the disciples will sorrow greatly at His suffering and death, but their sorrow will be turned to joy at His resurrection.

"and your joy no man taketh from you" - Scripture Reference- See John 10:29, "My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father"s hand."

John 16:24 — "that your joy may be full" - Comments- This phrase means that God has made a way for us to live in all of the fullness of heaven's joy while we are still hear on this earth. The very fullness of joy that we will have when we are living in heaven is ours today because Jesus has made the way for us into "full" fellowship with the Father and the Son.

John 16:23-24 — Comments The Prayer of Authority- We find in John 16:23-25 that Jesus teaches us to pray and petition ( ἐ ρωτά ω) (G 2065) the Heavenly Father. In contrast, Kenneth Hagin notes that the passage in John 14:12-14 is teaching us to use the name of Jesus Christ when taking authority over the works of darkness rather than praying to Jesus Christ to do something for us. 252] Jesus tells us when He departs we can ask anything in His name and it shall be done. He is talking about taking spiritual authority upon the earth within the context of this statement, so that the word "ask" ( αιτέ ω) (G 154) should carry the stronger translation of "demand." The Greek text uses an entirely different word for "ask" in both passages. 

252] Kenneth Hagin, Bible Prayer Study Course (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1991, 1999), 158-9.

Thus, Hagin translates this passage in John 14:13-14 as "whatever you demand as your rights and privileges…" For example, when Peter and John entered the Temple in Acts 3:1-11, the apostle did not pray for the lame man to be healed, but rather, he demanded that the lame man stand up and walk by the authority of the name of Jesus Christ. Jesus will later teach us to ask the Father in Jesus' name for our requests in John 16:23-24.

John 14:12-14, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it."

John 16:31 — Comments- In John 16:31 Jesus does not ask His disciples if they understood, but rather, if they believed His words. This final discourse ( John 13:1 to John 16:33) could not fully be understood until after His resurrection and the revelation of Church doctrine that was given to Paul the apostle. Thus, all that Jesus now required of them was that they believe His words.

John 16:32 — Comments - Jesus refers to His Passion in John 16:32.

John 16:29-33 — Comments- The Disciples Acknowledge Their Understand Jesus' Teachings- John's Gospel gives us a lengthy record of the Lord's Supper as Jesus prepares the disciples for His departure. He washes the disciples' feet, then testifying to them of His deity using figurative language ( John 16:25), such as the Way, the Truth, the Life and as the True Vine. Jesus also discusses His betrayal, His departure and glorification and gives testimony of the coming of the Holy Spirit. He tells them that He has spoken these things in order that they continue in His joy and not stumble ( John 13:17; John 14:25; John 15:11; John 15:17; John 15:21; John 16:1; John 16:4; John 16:6; John 16:25; John 16:33; John 17:13). John 16:29-33 is important in that we have a record of the confession of disciples' faith and understanding in the teachings of Jesus during the Lord's Supper ( John 16:29-30). Jesus acknowledges their faith and ends His teachings ( John 16:31-33). As a result of their understanding, Jesus realizes that He has accomplished His purpose of having this last supper and He turns to the Father in prayer ( John 17:1-26). Note Jesus' acknowledge to the Father during His prayer of their faith and understanding in Him ( John 17:8).

John 17:8, "For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me."

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-26 

Jesus Prays to the Father: Jesus Commends the Disciples unto the Father- When the disciples finally acknowledged their understanding of this teaching, Jesus ends His discourse with them and commends them unto the Lord by praying to the Father ( John 17:1-26). This commendation is the "handover" of His disciples to the Father, which handover will be completed on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit comes and fills the believers. The Jewish leaders believed that if they could kill Jesus as the leader of this little band of fanatics, then the disciples would scatter. The Romans had dismantled a number of similar bands of zealous Jews in the past, so the Jewish leaders believe that this would turn out no different. However, they were too late in seizing Jesus, for He had already handed His disciples over to the Father. Although the Holy Spirit would not be poured out until the day of Pentecost, so that there would be a period of transition, the disciples were safely entrusted into the care of the Father, and the procreation of the Kingdom of Heaven made sure. Jesus' physical presence upon earth no longer necessitated the growth of the Kingdom of Heaven, for the disciples would now become "little Christs," anointed by the Holy Spirit to continue what Jesus simply began. 

After the disciples acknowledge their faith and understanding in Jesus' teachings to prepare them for His Passion at the Last Supper, He then turns to the Father in prayer. He will now continue in this attitude of prayer until His death on the Cross. 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Jesus Prays for His Own Glorification — John 17:1-5
2. Jesus Prays for the Glorification of His Disciples — John 17:6-26
John 17:1-5 — Jesus Prays to the Father: Jesus Prays for His Own Glorification - The emphasis in John 1:1-5 is Jesus praying for the restoration of His glory with the Father that was with Him in the beginning. Simply said, Jesus is praying for His fellowship with His Father to be fully restored. Up until now we have only read in the four Gospels about Jesus retreating in privacy to pray unto the Father. Now, for the first time, we actually get a glimpse of this intimate relationship as Jesus prays to the Father. In John 17:1-26 the disciples were with Jesus Christ; so perhaps for the first time, they saw His intimacy with the Father. Jesus had loved His disciples until the end, but His ultimate love was for His Father. This is why in his last hours He retreated with His friends to the Last Supper. However, His last few minutes were spent with His Father, and not with His friends. It is this love that drove Jesus to the Cross, but it was the Father's love for the world that caused Him to send His Son to Calvary ( John 3:16). There is only room in a person's heart for one true "lover." All else are friends. Jesus loved His friends, who were the disciples, but He loved the Father more than them all. The Heavenly Father was His one true love. Jesus' love for His Father exceeded His love for all others. This is the passion that drove Jesus to do all that He did during His earthly ministry. It was a love that exceeded man's desire for women, similar to Jonathan's loved David ( 1 Samuel 1:26), for Jesus never pursued marriage. In the same sense, it is our love for God that drives us into Christian ministry, and this is what Paul meant when he said, "For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause. For the love of Christ constraineth us," ( 2 Corinthians 5:13-14). In other words, Paul was saying, "Our love for Christ drives us to do what we do." 

John 17:1 — "These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven" - Scripture Reference- 
John 11:41, "Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me."

John 17:1 — "and said, Father, the hour is come" - Comments- Jesus referred to His hour a number of times during His earthly ministry. He began His public ministry by telling His disciples that His hour had not yet come ( John 2:4). Jesus referred to it throughout His ministry. Thus, the hour of His Passion and Resurrection remained at the forefront of His thoughts during His entire ministry.

John 2:4, "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come."

John 7:30, "Then they sought to take him: but no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come."

John 8:20, "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come."

John 12:23, "And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified."

John 12:27, "Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour."

John 13:1, "Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end."

John 17:4 — "I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do" - Comments- Jesus fulfilled His divine purpose on earth, the plan that God had for His life. In fact, God calls each one of us into a destiny. Paul the apostle fulfilled his destiny ( 2 Timothy 4:7). Unfortunately, few of us finish our divine destinies. 

2 Timothy 4:7, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:"

John 17:5 — Comments- In John 17:5 Jesus is praying for full restoration of intimate fellowship with His Father.

John 17:6-26 — Jesus Prays for the Glorification of His Disciples- In John 17:6-26 Jesus prays for the disciples and entrusts them into the hands of the Father. He asks the Father to recognize their faith in His Word ( John 17:6-11), for the Father to keep them ( John 17:11-16) and to sanctify them ( John 17:17-19) and that they may be one with Him and share His glory ( John 17:20-26). In a similar way Paul went through Asia Minor and entrusted his converts into the hands of God upon his departure from each city ( Acts 14:23).

Acts 14:23, "And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed."

John 17:12 — "but the son of perdition" - Comments - The Greek phrase " ὁ υἱὸς τῆς ἀπωλείας" (the son of perdition) appears to be a Hebraism since similar phrases can be found in the LXX in which Isaiah 34:5 uses the phrase " τὸν λαὸν τῆς ἀπωλείας," Isaiah 57:4 uses the phrase " τέκνα ἀπωλείας," and 2 Samuel 12:5 uses the phrase " υἱὸς θανάτου." 253]

253] George R. Beasley-Murray, John , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 36 (second edition), eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), comments on John 17:12.

Isaiah 34:5, "For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment."

Isaiah 57:4, "Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of falsehood,"

2 Samuel 12:5, "And David"s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:"

The phrase "son of perdition" is found two times in the New Testament ( John 17:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:3). This phrase refers to Judas Iscariot ( John 17:12) and to the antichrist or world leader that reveals himself during the Tribulation Period ( 2 Thessalonians 2:3). We see Jesus using a similar phrase, "child of hell." Paul the apostle uses a similar type of metaphor in the phrase "children of light" ( Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:5)

John 17:12, "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.'

2 Thessalonians 2:3, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;"

Matthew 23:15, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves."

Ephesians 5:8, "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:"

1 Thessalonians 5:5, "Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness."

John 17:12 — "that the scripture might be fulfilled" - Comments - According to John 13:18, the Old Testament Scripture that Jesus was referring to in John 17:12 regarding His betrayal by Judas Iscariot was Psalm 41:9. An additional Old Testament prophecy that refers to the replacement of the office of Judas Iscariot is found in Psalm 69:25 ( Psalm 109:8 is similar) and Acts 1:20.

John 13:18, "I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me."

Psalm 41:9, "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me."

Acts 1:20, "For it is written in the book of Psalm , Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take."

Psalm 69:25, "Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents."

Psalm 109:8, "Let his days be few; and let another take his office."

John 17:17 — Scripture References- Note reference verses:

John 15:3, "Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you."

Ephesians 5:26, "That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,"

1 Timothy 4:5, "For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

2 Peter 1:4, "Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust."

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-11 

Jesus' Betrayal and Arrest ( Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52, Luke 22:39-53) - John 18:1-13 gives us the account of Jesus' betrayal and arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. John's account of Jesus' betrayal and arrest leaves out Jesus' prayer in the Garden, while the Synoptic Gospels all record this prayer. Instead, John places emphasis upon the divine nature of Jesus. For example, John comments that Jesus "knew all things ( John 18:4). When Jesus spoke to the multitude, they all fell backwards ( John 18:6). Neither did John refer to the healing of Malchus' ear, but recorded His words to Peter regarding His Heavenly Father ( John 18:11).

John 18:1 — Comments- The Synoptic Gospels record Jesus' prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane while John leaves this touching story out of his Gospel.

John 18:1-2 — Comments- The Garden of Gethsemane- After the Lord's Supper Jesus led His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. We can imagine that this was the most beautiful place in the area to retreat and mediate, just as many cities build a park for its residences. John 18:2 tells us that Jesus often visited this garden. God loves beauty and He loves the beauty of His creation. We find in this beauty a sense of peace and tranquility of the soul. It was this place that Jesus felt a sense of God's presence in His creation.

John 18:4 — Comments- Jesus knew who they were looking for. Song of Solomon , why did He ask this question? He asked it out of love for His fellow disciples and men alike, especially for his disciples. There was no violence as a result. It prevented violence (note verse 8) and leaves the disciples to depart, so as not to lose any disciples through death (note verse 9).

John 18:9 — Comments - The Author's Commentary - Scholars popularly believe that John 3:16-21 contains a commentary on the discourse between Jesus and Nicodemus recorded in John 3:1-20. The author pauses from his narrative to give his readers the reason for God's offer of eternal life, which comes from His love for mankind. John the apostle pauses a number of times in his Gospel to make such comments. For example, we see a similar commentary in John 3:31-36 as the author explains the words of John the Baptist recorded in John 3:27-30. Also, in John 18:9 the author makes comments in John 18:9; John 18:32 and John 19:35-37 of fulfilled prophecy in the midst of the narrative story of Jesus' arrest, trial, and crufixion.

John 18:10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest"s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant"s name was Malchus. 
John 18:10 — Comments - All four Evangelists records the event of Peter drawing his sword in the Garden and cutting off the ear of Malchus, the servant of the high priest ( Matthew 26:51, Mark 14:47, Luke 22:49-51, John 18:10). Only John records the man's name as Malchus and that it was Peter who drew the sword, and only Luke records the fact that Jesus healed the man's ear. Peter was the most zealous of the twelve disciples. He had taken Jesus literally in Luke 22:36 when Jesus told them to sell their garments and purchase a sword.

John 18:10, "Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest"s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant"s name was Malchus."

Matthew 26:51, "And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest"s, and smote off his ear."

Mark 14:47, "And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear."

Luke 22:50-51, "And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him."

John 18:10, "Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest"s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant"s name was Malchus."

Luke 22:36, "Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one."



Verses 11-16 

Jesus' Trials - In John 18:1 to John 19:16 a we have the account of Jesus standing before the High Priests ( John 18:12-27) and before Pilate ( John 18:28 to John 19:16 a). Peter denies Jesus three times while He stood before Annas and Caiaphas.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Jesus before the High Priest & Peter's Denials — John 18:12-27
2. Jesus before Pilate — John 18:28 to John 19:16 a

John 18:12-27 — Jesus before the High Priest and Peter's three denials ( Matthew 26:57-75, Mark 14:53-72, Luke 22:54-71) - John 18:12-27 tells us of Jesus' first trial before the high priest with Peter's three denials woven within this event.

John 18:15 — "And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple" - Comments- This disciple who followed Jesus stayed with Him until the end. No other disciple went that far. Jesus" followers went from the multitudes, to the 70, to the 12, to 3in garden, to 1, with Simon Peter following.

Scholars believe that this other disciple was John , the author of this Gospel.

John 18:18 — Comments- Jesus will use a fire of coals by the sea of Tiberias to minister to Peter and help him reconcile his sin with God. Such a setting will automatically bring Peter back to the fire of coals the night he denied Jesus. Many of us have been hurt emotionally, and we find certain places difficult to return and visit because it stirs up painful memories. By the sea of Tiberias Jesus takes Peter back to the fire of coals in order to bring him through a healing process.

John 21:8-9, "And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread."

John 18:28/ John 19:16 a — Jesus before Pilate ( Matthew 27:1-2; Matthew 27:11-31, Mark 15:1-20, Luke 23:1-5; Luke 23:13-25) - John 18:28 to John 19:16 a tells us the story of Jesus' second trial before Pontus Pilate at which time He was scourged. Matthew's Gospel adds the story of Judas Iscariot hanging himself ( Matthew 27:3-10) and Luke adds the account of Jesus before Herod ( Luke 23:6-12).

John 18:28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 
John 18:28 — Word Study on "the hall of judgment" - The Greek word "praetorium" ( πραιτώ ριον) (G 4232) is translated "judgment hall" in the KJV in Acts 23:35. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 8 times in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "judgment hall 4, hall of judgment 1, common hall 1, praetorium 1, palace 1." The word "praetorium" is of Latin origin, and according to Lightfoot it properly means, "the general's tent," or "the head-quarters in a camp." 254] BDAG says it originally referred to "the praetor's tent in camp, with its surroundings," but that this word was later used to refer to the residence of Roman governor, who presided over a province. The ISBE says that the Romans customarily seized the existing palaces of local kings or princes and made it into their official "praetorium." According to BDAG, the "praetorium" mentioned in the Gospels where Jesus was tried refers either to Herod's palace located in the western part of the city of Jerusalem, or "to the fortress Antonia" located "northwest of the temple area." (see Matthew 27:27, Mark 15:16, John 18:28 a,b, 33; John 19:9) In Acts 23:35 Paul's trial would have taken place in Herod's palace in Caesarea, which was used as the residence of the Roman governor. Thus, these palaces were used to hear disputes by the governor and pass judgment. Regarding the use of this word in Philippians 1:13, since Paul's imprisonment is generally believed to be in Rome, Lightfoot supports the popular view that the word "praetorium" refers more specifically to "the imperial guard," rather than to a building. Lightfoot believes that "in Rome itself a ‘praetorium' would not have been tolerated." He thus translates this word as "the imperial guards." 255]

254] J. B. Lightfoot, Paul's Epistle to the Philippians (London: MacMillan and Co, c 1868, 1903), 99.

255] J. B. Lightfoot, Paul's Epistle to the Philippians (London: MacMillan and Co, c 1868, 1903), 101-102.

John 18:32 — "signifying what death He should die" - Comments- That Isaiah , Jesus told his disciples that he would be delivered to the Gentiles in order to suffer death by the Romans through crucifixion, and not by the Jews through stoning.

Matthew 20:18-19, "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again."

Matthew 26:1-2, "And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples, Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified."

John 3:14, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:"

John 8:28, "Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am Hebrews , and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things."

John 12:32-33, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die."

John 18:32 — Comments - The Author's Commentary - Scholars popularly believe that John 3:16-21 contains a commentary on the discourse between Jesus and Nicodemus recorded in John 3:1-20. The author pauses from his narrative to give his readers the reason for God's offer of eternal life, which comes from His love for mankind. John the apostle pauses a number of times in his Gospel to make such comments. For example, we see a similar commentary in John 3:31-36 as the author explains the words of John the Baptist recorded in John 3:27-30. Also, in John 18:9 the author makes comments in John 18:9; John 18:32 and John 19:35-37 of fulfilled prophecy in the midst of the narrative story of Jesus' arrest, trial, and crufixion.

John 18:36 — Comments - Jesus was arrested by the Jewish by the Jewish leaders on the basis that He was instigating a rebellion against Rome, as other Jewish rebels had done at this time in Jewish history under oppressive Roman rule. Thus, Jesus tells Pilate that if He were a leader of a band of rebels, then He would have fought against His arrest.

John 18:37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
John 19:1 — Comments- Pilate scourged Jesus in hopes of releasing Him. After the scourging, the Jews still insisted on His crucifixion.

Luke 23:16, "I will therefore chastise him, and release him."

Luke 23:20, "Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them."

John 19:5 — Comments - Pilate may have looked at the Lord Jesus Christ in pity after such a bloody scourging and said, "Behold the Prayer of Manasseh ," meaning, "How can you crucify this man after such a scourging. Look at His condition. Is not this enough punishment?"

John 19:11 — "therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin" - Comments- Since God has given leaders authority to make judgment, the sin lies with those who deliver someone for judgment.

John 19:13 — Comments- Everett F. Harrison says the Greek word λιθό στρωτος means, "paved with stones," while the Aramaic equivalent is Gabbatha ( γαββαθα), which means, "ridge, high ground." This courtyard would have been destroyed or buried in A.D 66-70 during the siege of Jerusalem. He says although many scholars had speculated for years that Pilate's "praetorium" was at the Herodian palace to the west of the temple area, no pavement had ever been excavated there. He says the discovery of "a large pavement at the Castle of Antonia located at the northwest corner of the temple precincts" justifies the Aramiac name Gabbatha, since this is an accurate description of this pavement "with respect to the surrounding terrain." 256]

256] Everett F. Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, c 1964, 1971), 228-29.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 16-22 

Jesus is Crucified - In John 19:16-22 we have Mark's account of the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Crucifixion in the Ancient World- References to impalement and crucifixion in ancient history are too numerous to mention them all. These most cruel forms of punishment were used for perhaps a thousand years, from the sixth century B.C. by the Persians until fourth century A.D. when Constantine abolished its practice throughout the Roman Empire. Perhaps the earliest references to crucifixion and impalement as a form of capital punishments are recorded by the Greek historian Herodotus (484-425 B.C.), who says the Persians practiced it against their enemies and other condemned of crimes. Although the Persians may have not have been the first to use this cruel form of punishment, they certainly appear to be the first to use it extensively. Herodotus makes numerous references to the Persian practice of impalement and crucifixion, with most gruesome event taking place when King Darius of Persian subdued the Babylonians a second time in 519 B.C. by crucifying three thousand chief men among them on one occasion (3159). 257]

257] "Crucifixion," in Encyclopdia Britannica [on-line]; accessed December 21, 2011; available at http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/144583/crucifixion; Internet.

"…and with that he took the Magians who interpreted dreams and had persuaded him to let Cyrus go free, and impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] them." (Herodotus 1128) 258]

258] Herodotus I, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1920, 1975), 167.

"Having killed him (in some way not worth the telling) Oroetes then crucified [ ἀνασταυρόω] him." (Herodotus 3125) 259]

259] Herodotus II, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1928), 155.

"When the Egyptian chirurgeons who had till now attended on the king were about to be impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] for being less skilful than a Greek, Democedes begged their lives of the king and saved them." (Herodotus 3132) 260]

260] Herodotus II, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1928), 163.

"For he had raped the virgin daughter of Zopyrus son of Megabyzus; and when on this charge he was to be impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] by King Xerxes…But Xerxes did not believe that Sataspes spoke truth, and as the task appointed Mas unfulfilled he impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] him, punishing him on the charge first brought against him." (Herodotus 443) 261]

261] Herodotus II, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1928), 241-243.

"Artaphrenes, viceroy of Sardis and Harpagus who had taken Histiaeus, impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] his body on the spot, and sent his head embalmed to king Darius at Susa." (Herodotus 630) 262]

262] Herodotus III, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1938), 175-177.

"Their captain was the viceroy from Cyme in Aeolia, Sandoces son of Thamasius; he had once before this, being then one of the king"s Judges , been taken and crucified [ ἀνασταυρόω] by Darius because he had given unjust judgment for a bribe." (Herodotus 7194) 263]

263] Herodotus III, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1938), 511.

"Thus was Babylon the second time taken. Having mastered the Babylonians, Darius destroyed their walls and reft away all their gates, neither of which things Cvrus had done at the first taking of Babylon; moreover he impaled [ ἀνασκολοπίζω] about three thousand men that were chief among them." (Herodotus 3159) 264]

264] Herodotus II, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1928), 193-195.

The Greek historian Thucydides (460-396 B.C.) records the use of impalement during the Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.C.) by the Persians, which suggests the introduction of this form of punishment to the Greek by the Persians.

"…for the Persians were unable to capture him, both on account of the extent of the marsh and because the marsh people are the best fighters among the Egyptians. Inaros, however, the king of the Libyans, who had been the originator of the whole movement in Egypt, was taken by treachery and impaled." (Thucydides 1110) 265]

265] Thucydides, vol 1, trans. Charles Forster Smith, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1956), 185. 

The Greek general Alexander the Great adopted crucifixion as a form of punishment against his enemies in his conquests. The Roman historian Curtius Rufus (flourished A.D 41-54) says Alexander the Great crucified two thousand citizens of Tyre along the shore of the Mediterranean Sea after having conquered them. 

"Then a sorrowful spectacle to the victors caused by the wrath of the king, two thousand suffering (his) madness which were killed, fixed to a cross [crux] along the enormous distance of the seashore. He spared the ambassadors of the Carthaginians…" (author's translation) (Quintus Curtius Rufus, Life and Exploits of Alexander the Great 4418) 266]

266] Quintus Curtius Rufus, Life and Exploits of Alexander the Great, trans. William Henry Crosby (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1969), 45.

The Romans adopted crucifixion into their judicial system. The Roman statesman Cicero (106-43 B.C.) describes crucifixion as the worst form of capital punishment that should be reserved for all but Roman citizens, and he condemns those Roman officials who performed it upon their own citizens.

"The Roman people will give credit to those Roman knights who, when they were produced as witnesses before you originally, said that a Roman citizen, one who was offering honourable men as his bail, was crucified by him in their sight." (Cicero, Against Verrem 15) 267]

267] C. D. Yonge, The Works of Philo Judaeus, the Contemporary of Josephus, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 137.

"The punishments of Roman citizens are driving him mad, some of whom he has delivered to the executioner, others he has put to death in prison, others he has crucified while demanding their rights as freemen and as Roman citizens." (Cicero, Against Verrem 213) 268]

268] C. D. Yonge, The Works of Philo Judaeus, the Contemporary of Josephus, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 154.

"I will produce, also, citizens of Cosa, his fellow-citizens and relations, who shall teach you, though it is too late, and who shall also teach the Judges , (for it is not too late for them to know them,) that that Publius Gavius whom you crucified was a Roman citizen, and a citizen of the municipality of Cosa, not a spy of runaway slaves." (Cicero, Against Verrem 2563) 269]

269] C. D. Yonge, The Works of Philo Judaeus, the Contemporary of Josephus, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 535.

"Then you might remit some part of the extreme punishment. Did he not know him? Then, if you thought fit, you might establish this law for all people, that whoever was not known to you, and could not produce a rich man to vouch for him, even though he were a Roman citizen, was still to be crucified." (Cicero, Against Verrem 2565) 270]

270] C. D. Yonge, The Works of Philo Judaeus, the Contemporary of Josephus, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 537.

The Romans appear to have taken crucifixion to its fullest extent of torment. The Greek historian Dionysius of Halicarnasus (60-7 B.C.) tells us that the Romans combined scourging and various forms of torture as a prerequisite to crucifixion.

"And straightway all those whom the informers declared to have been concerned in the conspiracy were either seized in their houses or brought in from the country, and after being scourged and tortured they were all crucified." (Dionysius of Halicarnasus, Roman Antiquities 5513) 271]

271] Dionysius of Halicarnasus, The Roman Antiquities of Dionysius of Halicarnasus, vol 3, trans. Earnest Cary, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1940), 153.

"When the plot was revealed, the ringleaders were arrested and after being scourged were led away to be crucified." (Dionysius of Halicarnasus, Roman Antiquities 1267) 272]

272] Dionysius of Halicarnasus, The Roman Antiquities of Dionysius of Halicarnasus, vol 7, trans. Earnest Cary, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, c 1950), 221.

The Roman philosopher Seneca (4 B.C. to A.D 65) tells us that the Romans experimented with a variety of methods for crucifying men in an effort to inflict maximum suffering.

"I see before me crosses not all alike, but differently made by different peoples: some hang a man head downwards, some force a stick upwards through his groin, some stretch out his arms on a forked gibbet." (Dialogues 6, To Marcia, On Consolations) 273]

273] Aubrey Stewart, L. Anneaus Seneca: Minor Dialogues (London: George Bell and Sons, 1889), 192.

The Roman historian Appian (A. D 95-165) tells us that the Roman general Crassus crucified six thousand men in 71 B.C. after crushing a slave rebellion led by Spartacus. He stretched these crosses along the main road leading to Rome so that everyone may see and fear the Romans. 274]

274] William Bodham Donne, "Spartacus," in Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, vol 3, ed. William Smith (Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1849), 892.

"They divided themselves in four parts, and continued to fight until they all perished except 6000, who were captured and crucified along the whole road from Capua to Rome." (The Civil Wars 1120) 275]

275] Appian's Roman History, vol 3, trans. Horace White, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1964), 223-225.

The Assyrian satirist Lucian (A.D 125-180) reflects the Roman's passion for the most extreme forms of punishment in his work The Fisherman.

"But how are we to punish him, to be sure? Let us invent a complex death for him, such as to satisfy us all; in fact he deserves to die seven times over for each of us. PHILOSOPHER I suggest he be crucified. ANOTHER Yes, by Heaven; but flogged beforehand. ANOTHER Let him have his eyes put out long beforehand.. ANOTHER Let him have that tongue of his cut off, even longer beforehand." (Lucian, The Fisherman 2) 276]

276] Lucian, vol 3, trans. A. M. Harmon, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1960), 5.

The Jewish historian Josephus (A.D 37-100) makes many references to the Roman practice of crucifixion against the Jewish people. His description of the thousands of crucifixions that the Romans performed upon the Jews during the siege of Jerusalem is perhaps the most horrific of his many references. 

"…after they had fought, they thought it too late to make any supplications for mercy; so they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts of tortures before they died, and were then crucified before the wall of the city. This miserable procedure made Titus greatly to pity them, while they caught every day five hundred Jews; nay, some days they caught more…So the soldiers out of the wrath and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed those they caught, one after one way, and another after another, to the crosses, by way of jest; when their multitude was so great, that room was wanting for the crosses, and crosses wanting for the bodies." (Josephus, Wars 5111)

"Whereupon Eleazar besought them not to disregard him, now he was going to suffer a most miserable death, and exhorted them to save themselves, by yielding to the Roman power and good fortune, since all other people were now conquered by them." (Josephus, Wars 764)

The Roman philosopher Seneca (4 B.C. to A.D 65) gives one of the most vivid descriptions of what a person suffers during a crucifixion in ancient literature:

"But what sort of life is a lingering death? Can anyone be found who would prefer wasting away in pain dying limb by limb, or letting out his life drop by drop, rather than expiring once for all? Can any man by found willing to be fastened to the accursed tree, long sickly, already deformed, swelling with ugly tumors on chest and shoulders, and drawing the breath of life amid long drawn-out agony? I think he would have many excuses for dying even before mounting the cross!" (Epistle 10114). 277]

277] Seneca, vol 4, Ad Lucilium Epistulae Morales, vol 3, trans. Richard M. Gumere, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1971), 167.

The Roman jurist Julius Paulus (2nd to 3rd c. A.D.) considered crucifixion as the most extreme of all punishments. 

"Every one should abstain not only from divination but also from the books teaching that science. If slaves consult a soothsayer with reference to the life of their master, they shall be subjected to extreme punishment, that is to say, to crucifixion; and if those who are consulted give any answer, they shall either be sentenced to the mines, or deported to an island." (The Civil Law 5214) 278]

278] S. P. Scott, The Civil Law (Cincinnati, Ohio: The Central Trust Company 1932) [on-line]; accessed 17 January 2011; available at http://webu 2.upmf-grenoble.fr/Haiti/Cours/Ak/Anglica/Paul 5_Scott.htm#21; Internet.

The legal reforms of Constantine led to the abolishment of crucifixion and replaced it more humane forms of capital punishment (Eusebius, Life of Constantine 426) (PG 20, cols 1173-1178). 279]

279] Albert de Broglie, "The First Christian Emperors," (130-190). in The Christian Remembrancer (vol 50 July-Decemeber) (London: J. and C. Mozley, 1860), 169; Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 3 (New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1891), 108.

John 19:17 — "And he bearing his cross" - Comments- Scholars tell us that Roman law required the criminal to carry his own cross to the place of his punishment. 280]

280] John Gill, John , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on John 19:17.

John 19:17 — "went forth into a place called the place of a skull" - Comments- Jesus went forth without the city in order that He might sanctify the people with His own blood.

Hebrews 13:11-13, "For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach."

This passage in Hebrews refers to the Mosaic Law:

Exodus 29:14, "But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire without the camp: it is a sin offering."

Leviticus 4:1-21
Leviticus 9:9-11, "And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and he dipped his finger in the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar: But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin offering, he burnt upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses. And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp."

Leviticus 16:27, "And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung."

Numbers 19:1-3, "And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke: And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face:"

Under the Mosaic Law, judgment against people was always done without the camp:

Leviticus 24:14, "Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him."

John 19:17 — "which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha" - Word Study on "Golgotha" - BDAG says the Greek word " γολγοθα" (G 1115) is a transliteration of the Hebrew word גֻּלְגֹּלֶת (H 1538), which means, "the skull (as round)," and implied, "the head (in enumeration of persons)" (Strong). The Hebrew word גֻּלְגֹּלֶת is used 12times in the Old Testament. Note:

Exodus 38:26, "A bekah for every man, that Isaiah , half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for every one that went to be numbered, from twenty years old and upward, for six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty men."

Numbers 1:2, "Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;"

2 Kings 9:35, "And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands."

1 Chronicles 10:10, "And they put his armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon."



Verses 16-42 

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Jesus is Crucified — John 19:16-22
2. Fifth Scripture Fulfilled - Cast Lots for Garment — John 19:23-24
3. Jesus' Mother at the Cross — John 19:25-27
4. Jesus' Death — John 19:28-30
5. Sixth Scripture Fulfilled - No bones broken — John 19:31-36
6. Seventh Scripture Fulfilled - His side pierced — John 19:37
7. Jesus' Burial — John 19:38-42


Verse 23-24 

Fifth Scripture Fulfilled: Cast Lots for Garment- In John 19:23-24 John the apostle records the fifth Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion, which tells of the casting of lots for His garments.

John 19:23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 
John 19:23 — Comments - The ancient practice of casting lots was not restricted to the Jewish culture under the Mosaic Law. The books Joel ,, Obadiah ,, Jonah , and Nahum provide us with references in the Old Testament Scriptures to the custom of casting of lots by someone other than the people of Israel, being practiced among the Babylonians ( Obadiah 1:11), the Ninevites ( Nahum 3:10), and among the sailors ( Jonah 1:7), which Adam Clarke suggests to be Phoenicians based on Ezekiel 27:12. 281]

281] Adam Clarke, The Book of the Prophet Jonah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Jonah 1:3.

Joel 3:3, "And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink."

Obadiah 1:11, "In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them."

Nahum 3:10, "Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets: and they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains."

Jonah 1:7, "And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah."

Ezekiel 27:12, "Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs."

The Roman soldiers who crucified Jesus Christ cast lots at the foot of the Cross ( Matthew 27:35, Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34, John 19:24). The Roman statesman Cicero (106-43 B.C.) makes numerous references to the widespread practice of casting lots among the ancient cultures in his work de divination. 282] The Jewish historian Josephus (A.D 37-100) mentions the practice of casting lots among the Roman soldiers who had encompassed the city of Jerusalem under Titus. 283] The Roman historian Suetonius (A.D 70-130) mentions this ancient practice among Roman leaders by appointing men to tasks by casting lots, as well as casting lots as a form of divination. 284]

282] For example, Cicero writes, "But what nation is there, or what state, which is not influenced by the omens derived from the entrails of victims, or by the predictions of those who interpret prodigies, or strange lights, or of augurs, or astrologers, or by those who expound lots (for these are about what come under the head of art); or, again, by the prophecies derived from dreams, or soothsayers (for these two are considered natural kinds of divination)?" (de divination 16) Cicero also writes, "What, now, is a lot? Much the same as the game of mora, or dice, l and other games of chance, in which luck and fortune are all in all, and reason and skill avail nothing. These games are full of trick and deceit, invented for the object of gain, superstition, or error." (de divination 241) See Cicero, The Treatises of M. T. Cicero on the Nature of the Gods; on Divination; on Fate; on the Republic; on the Laws; and on Standing for the Consulship, trans. C. D. Yonge (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1853), 146-147, 235. 
283] Josephus writes, "They also cast lots among themselves who should be upon the watch in the nighttime, and who should go all night long round the spaces that were interposed between the garrisons." (Wars 5122)

284] For example, Suetonius writes, "When later, on his way to Illyricum, he [Tiberius] visited the oracle of Geryon near Patavium, and drew a lot which advised him to seek an answer to his inquiries by throwing golden dice into the fount of Aponus, it came to pass that the dice which he threw showed the highest possible number and even to-day those very dice may be seen under the water." (Lives of the Twelve Caesars: Tiberius) Suetonius, The Lives of the Twelve Caesars by Suetonius, trans. Joseph Gavorse (New York: Modern Library, 1931), 130-131.

John 19:24 — "that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots" - Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This verse is quoted from Psalm 22:18.

Psalm 22:18, "They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture."



Verses 25-30 

John 19:25 — Comments - Scholars generally agree that the prophecy of Simeon in the Temple was fulfilled when Mary stood at the cross of Jesus watching her son die. A. T. Robertson says that this is the time when Luke 2:35 was fulfilled.

Luke 2:35, "(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

God always prepares us for difficulties that will take place in the future by giving us words to strengthen us and to prepare us for that time and season. Thus, God gave Mary words that would one day serve to strengthen her during the most difficult moment in her life, which was the crucifixion of her beloved Son on Calvary. In the same way, Jesus gave Peter a prophecy about his future suffering and death in order to strengthen him.

John 21:18-19, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake Hebrews , signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me."

John 19:25-27 — Jesus' Mother at the Cross - In John 19:25-27 we have the record of Jesus handing over the care of His mother to John the apostle.

John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
John 19:26 — Comments - One Catholic tradition tells us that John the apostle remained in Jerusalem and cared for the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ until her death about fifteen years after the Crucifixion of Jesus. Adam Clarke says:

"John was banished by the Roman emperor, Domitian, to the isle of Patmos, in the Aegean Sea: but his successor Nerva having recalled all the exiles banished by Domitian, John returned to Ephesus, where he died, aged upward of one hundred years. The holy Virgin is said to have lived with him till her death, which took place about fifteen years after the crucifixion." 285]

285] Adam Clarke, The Preacher's Manual: Including Clavis Biblica, and A Letter to a Methodist Preacher (New York: G. Lane and P. P. Sandford, 1842), 37.

John 19:26-27 — Comments - In many cultures, especially the African culture and even the Asian culture, the terms for "father, mother, brother, and sister" are used loosely, and often refer to distant relatives. This is in contrast to the modern American culture where these words are used exclusively for the immediate family members. Most likely, these terms were also used loosely in the Jewish culture of Jesus' day.

Note also in the biography of John the apostle that he was very likely a close relative of Jesus. Therefore, it was appropriate for Jesus to give John oversight of his mother, using the terms "son and mother" just as they would have been used in his Jewish culture for extended family members.

John 19:28-30 — Jesus' Death - In John 19:28-30 we have the account of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 19:28 — Comments - The author of the Gospel of John records seven events during the Passion of Jesus Christ that are a direct fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture ( John 12:13-15; John 12:38-40; John 13:18; John 15:25; John 19:24; John 19:36-37).

John 19:30 — "It is finished" - Comments- Billy Brim said that Jesus' death was not an event, but rather an accomplishment. 286] This was what Jesus Christ was born into this world to do. Note reference verses:

286] Billye Brim, interviewed by Gloria Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Matthew 5:17, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil."

John 4:34, "Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work."

John 5:36, "But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me."

John 17:4, "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do."

Romans 10:4, "For Christ is the end ( τελος) of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth."

Galatians 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."

Hebrews 10:1-10 especially verse 9, "He taketh away the first, that He may establish the second".

Kenneth Hagin says that the new covenant finished when Jesus ascended on High. 287]

287] Kenneth Hagin, Zoe: The God-Kind of Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1981, 1982), 43.



Verses 31-36 

Sixth Scripture Fulfilled: No Bones Broken- In John 19:31-36 John the apostle records the sixth Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion, which says that none of His bones would be broken.

John 19:31 — Comments - With the breaking of the legs, the weight of the victim's body rested entirely upon the arms and hands, making it difficult to breath, thus dying from both loss of blood and asphyxia. 288]

288] George R. Beasley-Murray, John, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 36 (second edition), eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on John 19:31.

John 19:34 — "But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side" - Comments- The Shroud of Turin is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this cloth is the image of a man that has been crucified. The image in this cloth shows someone whose side has been pierced. 289]

289] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

John 19:34 — "and forthwith came there out blood and water" - Comments- The separate of blood and water in the body of a person takes place after death. Therefore, this was a sign that Jesus had been dead for a while.

John 19:36 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - The Old Testament Scripture quoted in John 19:36 is from Psalm 34:20.

Psalm 34:20, "He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken."

According to the Law, the Passover lamb was not to have any of its bones broken. Therefore, Jesus qualified as this sacrificial lamb.

Exodus 12:46, "In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof."

Numbers 9:12, "They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the passover they shall keep it."

The Shroud of Turin is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this cloth is the image of a man that has been crucified. This cloth indicates that the legs of this man have not been broken. 290]

290] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.



Verse 37 

Seventh Scripture Fulfilled: His Side Pierced- In John 19:37 John the apostle records the seventh Old Testament prophecy fulfilled during Jesus' Passion, which says His side would be pierced.

John 19:37 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - This is taken from Zechariah 12:10.

Zechariah 12:10, "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Song of Solomon , and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."

Note also a reference to Jesus" pierced side in John 20:24-27 and Revelation 1:7 :

John 20:24-27, "But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing."

Revelation 1:7, "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even Song of Solomon , Amen."



Verses 38-42 

Jesus' Burial - In John 19:38-42 we have the account of the burial of Jesus Christ.

John 19:38-40 — Comments - Our Identification with Christ- One preacher noted that when Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus took the body of Jesus Christ and buried it they were performing their own burial service. This is because the Lord gave Paul the apostle the revelation of our identification with Christ Jesus in His crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, exaltation and authority. Note these passages on our identification with Christ in His crucifixion and burial.

Romans 6:6-12
2 Corinthians 5:14-17
Galatians 2:20, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."

Colossians 3:3, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-29 

The Seventh Miracle: The Testimony of Our Glorification (The Jesus' Resurrection) ( Matthew 28:1-20, Mark 16:1-18, Luke 24:1-12; Luke 24:36-49) - John 20:1-29 records the seventh and greatest miracle of Jesus earthly ministry, which is the story of His resurrection. This wonderful miracle testifies of our future glorification in which we will also put on immortality. This passage gives us four testimonies of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The witnesses of Peter & John at the Tomb — John 20:1-10
2. The witness of Mary Magdalene at the Tomb — John 20:11-18
3. The witness of the Disciples — John 20:19-23 

4. The witness of Thomas — John 20:24-29
The Climax of the Gospel of Mark - Romans 1:4 tells us that the miracle of the Resurrection was the single most important event that declared the deity of Jesus Christ. It says that He was "declared the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." This means that John's testimony of Jesus' resurrection is the climax to his Gospel, for this single witness proves what John is trying to establish throughout his Gospel, which is undeniable proof of Jesus' deity.

Romans 1:4, "And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:"

John 20:1-10 — Witnesses of Peter and John at the Tomb ( Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12) - John 20:1-10 tells us the story of Peter and John's witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Reason for the Distinction between the Observations of Mary and Peter and John - It is interesting to note that Mary Magdalene did not enter the tomb to examine the burial cloth; but she simply saw the open tomb and assumed the body had been taken ( John 20:1-2). However, Peter and John enter the tomb and come to a different conclusion, believing that Jesus had risen ( John 20:8-10) based upon the shape of the cloth ( John 20:5-7). Perhaps this is the reason the apostle John takes time to comment on how the head cloth was laid separate from the body cloth. Perhaps the cloth was still wrapped the way it was shaped around Jesus' body. In other words, a thief would have unwrapped the cloth and thrown the cloth down in haste. This cloth was probably wrapped in the same manner as it was when it enclosed the body, and Peter and John observed this difference.

John 20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
John 20:1 — Comments - Biblical scholars hold two views as to the time and day when the women first visited the empty tomb, stating they either arrived Saturday evening or Sunday morning. Mark and Luke clearly state that the women discovered the empty tomb early Sunday morning ( Mark 16:2, Luke 24:1). However, statements made by Matthew and John are not so clear, leaving room for debate ( Matthew 28:1, John 20:1). Thus, scholars use the accounts of Matthew and John as the basis for an argument of a Saturday evening discovery of the empty tomb, although the Sunday morning view is generally preferred by scholars.

Matthew 28:1, "In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre."

Mark 16:2, "And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun."

Luke 24:1, "Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them."

John 20:1, "The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre."

Modern English versions offer translations that reflect both views, translating the Greek phrase ὀψὲ δὲ σαββάτων in Matthew 28:1 as "after the Sabbath day" (NIV, RSV), or "towards the end of the Sabbath day" (ASV, AV, YLT). 291]

291] A. T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research (New York: Hodder and Stoughton, n.d.), 645-646.

Alfred Edersheim says the Jewish day begins at evening ( p.m.) instead of midnight, as is used in the modern Western civilization. 292] Thus, if we understand the women to be making their way to the tomb before 6:00 p.m. Saturday evening, then they would have arrived as "the end of the Sabbath day" ( Matthew 28:1), while it was still Saturday, so that the first day of the week "began to dawn" at 6:00 p.m. on our Saturday evening. This is how Rotherham brings out his translation:

292] Alfred Edersheim says, "It is noteworthy that in Genesis 1we always read, ‘And the evening and the morning were the first day,' or second, or third day, etc. Hence the Jews calculate the day from evening to evening, that Isaiah , from the first appearance of the stars in the evening to the first appearance of stars next evening, and not, as we do, from midnight to midnight." See Alfred Edersheim, The Bible History Old Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eedmann Publishing Company, c 1876-1887, 1984) 19.

Rotherham, "And, late in the week, when it was on the point of dawning into the first of the week, came Mary the Magdalene, and the other Mary, to view the sepulchre."

However, the NIV interprets Matthew 28:1 to mean the dawning of the following Sunday morning after the Sabbath. This is generally the preferred interpretation, that the women went to the tomb early Sunday morning as daylight began to dawn.

NIV, "After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb." 

This issue over how to translate Matthew 28:1 is not a new one, but dates back to the early Church fathers. Eusebius gives an alternative explanation to these verses. Williams and Caffin quote Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) on his comparison of Matthew 28:1 and John 20:1 by saying,

"The expression, ‘on the eve of the Sabbath', is due to the translator of the Scripture; for the Evangelist Matthew published his Gospel in the Hebrew tongue; but the person who rendered it into the Greek language changed it and called the hour of dawning on the Lord's Day." (Quaestionum ad Marinum 21) 293]

293] A. Lukyn Williams and Benjamin C. Caffin. Matthew , in The Pulpit Commentary, eds. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph Exell (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 1950), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction: 4What Was the Original Language of the Gospel." The Greek text of this passage is found in PG 22col 941a.

John 20:3 — Comments- We know that the Jews believed that a matter was confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses. Therefore, in a court of law, at least two witnesses were needed to prove that a matter was true. This is very likely why the Lord sent two angels to testify to the disciples of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This may help explain why Peter and John went to the tomb together to verify the resurrection.

John 20:5 — Comments- Note it was probably still a little dark at this time.

John 20:11-18 — The Witness of Mary Magdalene at the Tomb ( Mark 16:9-11) - This passage of Scripture which tells us of Mary Magdalene's experience at the empty tomb of Jesus makes three references to the fact that she wept. Also within this short passage are the accounts of her having two divine visions. I believe that our tears have a tremendous impact upon the heart of God. I believe that it was Mary's tears that allowed her to be the recipient of the first appearance of the resurrected Savior. Note that the first words of the two angels and of Jesus to Mary were, "Woman, why are you weeping?" This tells us that her tears were foremost in their thoughts. It is as if her tears compelled Jesus to have a premature appearance before He was actually ascended to the Father to present His blood at the heavenly mercy seat; for later in John's Gospel Jesus will ask Thomas to touch Him. 

Illustration- My mother is a woman of tears. Seldom do we talk without her shedding tears over spiritual matters in the lives of people. I believe that Mary received this special attention from Heaven because of her weeping. 

John 20:15 — Comments- Isaiah 52:14 says that Jesus' visage was marred more than any man; yet after His resurrection this does not seem to be the case, except for the nail prints and hole in His side. Thus with our resurrection bodies we will be made whole.

Isaiah 52:14, "As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any Prayer of Manasseh , and his form more than the sons of men:"

John 20:19-23 — The Witness of the Disciples ( Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 16:14-18, Luke 24:36-49) - John 20:19-23 tells us the testimony of the rest of the disciples when Jesus appeared to them. In this passage of Scripture Jesus showed to them His pierced hands and His side ( John 20:20). This event would have showed the disciples that the redemption that Jesus provided came at a great cost and with much suffering. He then told the disciples that He was sending them forth in the same manner in which the Father sent Him ( John 20:21). Within the context of this meeting, the disciples would have understood that they too were to carry their cross. The next verse says that Jesus Christ breathed upon them and they received the Holy Spirit ( John 20:22). This would now empower the disciples to suffer for His name's sake.

John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
John 20:20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 
John 20:20 — Comments - The scars left in the hands and side of Jesus Christ left no doubt whatsoever that this was the risen Lord. Had there been no scars, there may have been a small measure of doubt by some of the disciples.

John 20:21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
John 20:21 — "as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you" - Comments- Note how Jesus sent His disciples out.

Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give."

Matthew 28:18-20, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Luke 4:18-19, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord."

Luke 10:19, "Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you."

John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
John 20:22 — "Receive ye the Holy Ghost" - Comments- This is when the disciples received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as a part of the born-again experience. They were baptized with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost ( Acts 2:1-4), which brings a greater anointing. All born-again Christians have the Holy Spirit ( Romans 8:9), but not all have the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:9, "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

1 Corinthians 3:16, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"

1 Corinthians 6:19, "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?"

Illustration- Ezekiel 37:5; Ezekiel 37:9; Ezekiel 37:14 - The valley of dry bones.

Scripture Reference- See also: 

Genesis 2:7, "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

John 20:22 — Comments- Benny Hinn refers to John 20:22 to explain that when Jesus breathed upon His disciples they received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, in the same way that every new believer receives the Holy Spirit to live inside them. On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon them and anointed them. He explains that the Spirit comes upon us for a season and for a reason, while the Holy Spirit lives inside us forever; that Isaiah , He never departs. 294] We see the Holy Spirit coming upon many people under the Old Covenant for a season to empower them for a particular task. This will continue under the New Covenant. However, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit did not take place under the Old Covenant; for man's sins had not been paid and man's spirit could not yet be born from above. Under the New Covenant, the Spirit lives in us and communicates with us the Father's will for our daily lives. He is in us to comfort us, guide us and intercede through us.

294] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

John 20:23 — "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them" - Comments- Frances J. Roberts gives insight into this verse by saying a believer extends forgiveness of sins to all who will receive the message of the Cross. Note:

"O My child, come to Me - I want to give you a new gift. I want you to see all people as being under the shed sacrifice of the blood of Christ. He has died for all. His forgiveness encompasseth all. Tell them. It is the Good News. They will accept it even as they have received eagerly and joyfully the message of My love. It is the confidence in thine own heart that will engender faith to receive within the hearts of others. Freely forgive all, even as ye have freely loved all. Those to whom ye extend My forgiveness shall come to experience it for themselves even as ye would extend a helping hand to lift another across a brook.…..Whosesoever sins ye remit shall be remitted. Those who receive no ministry may never find their way through to the light, knowing not the path. To you has been committed and entrusted the mysteries of the Kingdom. Keep them not stored away in hidden vaults. Scatter them along thy way and place the jewel in the empty hands of those ye encounter on the road of life." 295]

295] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 155-6.

Thus, John 20:23 has an evangelistic meaning, so that all who receive Jesus Christ through the preaching of the minister will be forgiven, or remitted. All who reject the message of salvation will have their sins retained.

John 20:24-29 — The Witness of Thomas - John 20:24-29 tells us the testimony of Thomas when he first met the risen Lord. Note how Jesus addressed Thomas' confession of faith to see nail prints in hand and thrust hand in side. Jesus met him at his point of faith.

John 20:25 — Comments - In John 20:25 Thomas makes an emphatic declaration of requiring absolute proof before he would be convinced of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus will appear to the disciples afte eight days and address this declaration from Thomas by inviting him to touch His nail scarred hands and side ( John 20:26-27). Here we see Thomas in his struggle to believe the words of his fellow disciples, just as he did upon hearing Jesus tell of the coming resurrection of Lazarus. Note: 

John 11:16, "Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him."

John 20:27 — "and be not faithless, but believing" - Comments- Jesus says here that when a person requires tangible evidence in order to believe, this is not genuine faith in God.

Man has five gates to receive information, the five senses. These five gates can only bring sense knowledge. However, faith in God comes from the heart, and not from the five senses.

Thomas wanted sense knowledge to confirm the Word of God. But, this did not please God.

John 20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
John 20:29 — Comments (1) - After Thomas touched Jesus and believed in Him, Jesus explained that the greater blessing belongs to those who have not seen, yet believe. Faith in God's Word alone without the manifestation of confirmations is the greatest level of walking in the Christian life. Sometimes Christians need a "jump start" with a manifestation from God to get them into a level of faith to receive a miracle from the Lord. For example, an atmosphere for healing can be created in healing crusades for the purpose creating faith in the heart of those who need a miracle from the Lord. However, the greatest results in the Christian life come from those who learn to simply believe and obey the Word of God when no manifestations are seen. As a person walks by the Word of God on a daily basis, his faith grows to its greatest level, far beyond those who require a sign or manifestation in order to believe, as was the case with Thomas. 

Those family and friends who had grown up with Jesus and lived with Him had a difficult time accepting as the Messiah, while the rest of Galilee received Him gladly. Andrew Wommack quotes this proverb, "Familiarity breeds contempt." 296] In other words, when we become too familiar with someone, we generally are less likely to praise his gifts, and more likely to condemn his weaknesses. The writings of the New Testament reveal that Paul the apostle had a greater revelation of who Jesus Christ was than did the Twelve who walked with Him for three and a half years. This is because Paul only knew Jesus as the Resurrected Christ. He did not have to lay aside his experience of walking with Jesus as flesh and blood. It is easier for us to understand the revelation of the deity of Jesus Christ than it was for those who walked with Him on earth because we can only view Him by the Word of God through the revelation of the Holy Spirit. Thus, Jesus said, "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." ( John 20:29) There is a greater blessing in believing for those who have not seen Him because it is easier to take hold of the Word of God through the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.

296] Andrew Wommack, "Familiarity Breeds Contempt," in One Year With Jesus: February 16th, [on-line]; accessed 17 February 2012; available from http://www.awmi.net/devotion/jesus/feb 16; Internet.

John 20:29 — Comments (2) - Within each of the six feast sections is found a miracle that testifies of Jesus' deity. We find six of these miracles ending with a statement that many believed in Him because of these miracles ( John 2:11, John 4:53, John 5:15, John 6:14, John 9:38, John 11:45). The seventh miracle ends with a similar statement ( John 20:29).



Verse 30-31 

Summary: The Author Testifies of All of His Miracles - In John 20:30-31 the author gives us an epilogue to the section which comprises seven feasts and seven miracles. He concludes by telling us that Jesus Christ did many other miracles during His earthly ministry. However, he picked these seven in order that we might believe that Jesus Christ is truly the Christ, the Son of God. Thus, the purpose of these miracles is to serve as infallible proof that Jesus is the Son of God, which reflects the third theme of the Gospel of John. In fact, all four Gospels serve as a testimony to the deity of Jesus Christ.

The Purpose of the Miracles- Rick Joyner tells us that Jesus did not work miracles so that men would believe in His power. He wrought signs and wonders so that men would believe in Him and in His Father"s love. He did not want men to obey him because of their fear of His power, but rather, to obey Him as an act of love and devotion to the Father. Jesus could have spoken to mountains and they would have obeyed Him. He could have called fire down from heaven. But then, men would have served Him out of fear and not out of love. 297]

297] Rick Joyner, The Final Quest (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1977), 142.

John 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
John 20:30 — Comments- John's reference to many other signs and miracles of Jesus Christ that he did not record implies that the Gospel of John is a collection of signs testifying to the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. A careful study reveals these signs. The testimony of God the Father ( John 1:1-18) serves as a sign. The testimonies of John the Baptist and his disciples ( John 1:19-51) serve as signs. In the section of John's testimony of the miracles that Jesus performed ( John 2:1 to John 12:11), John chose seven key miracles that served as a testimony to His deity. These signs include the seven miracles are discussed in the introduction of this commentary. Others miracles are recorded in the Synoptic Gospels. 

In the passage of John ( John 12:12 to John 20:31), seven events that Jesus fulfilled in Old Testament serve as signs in this Gospel. The final chapter records the miracle of the drought of fishes that serves as a final testimony ( John 21:1-23).

These signs also include the seven "I Am's" when Jesus declares His deity. His discourses that only John records are also "signs" that give proof or testimony of the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Finally, Warren Wiersbe says that there are sixty-seven references in this Gospel to seeing and fifty-eight references to hearing. 298] Thus, John the apostle is giving us a record of Jesus' works and His words prove that He is indeed the Son of God. Therefore, the Gospel of John has signs woven throughout the entire message of his writing.

298] Warren Wiersbe, John , in With the Word (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1991), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Introduction."

John 20:31 — Comments- The purpose of the Gospel is stated in John 20:31 :

1. That we might know that Jesus is Christ the Son of God.

2. That we might have life thru the name of Jesus.

John 20:31 tells us that the things that John writes in his Gospel have been written as a testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Within this Gospel we have the testimony of God the Father ( John 1:1-18, of John the Baptist ( John 1:19-51), of Jesus' miracles (chpts 2-11) of the Scriptures (chpts 12-20). The reason that he closes with this summary of witnesses and his purpose for writing is because chapter 20 is the ended of this four-fold witness. We will find that chapter 21is the testimony of Jesus Christ Himself telling us to come and follow Him. These testimonies are to convince us that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and this belief will result in our salvation. This is why the Gospel of John frequently makes comments that many people believed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God as a result of the five-fold testimony found with this Gospel ( John 2:11; John 2:22; John 4:21; John 4:39; John 4:41-42; John 4:50; John 4:53; John 6:69; John 7:31; John 8:30-31; John 9:38; John 10:42; John 11:27; John 11:45; John 12:11; John 12:42; John 20:8). We find a numerous amount of Scriptures in John's Gospel where Jesus is exhorting the Jews to believe on Him, and many other Scriptures saying that others did not believe upon Him. Thus, John's Gospel is filled with passages about mankind's decision to believe that Jesus is the Son of God or not.

In addition, the Gospel of John reveals Jesus Christ as the Son of God by revealing His character through His divine names. The names of Jesus reveal Him as the Son of God.

1. The Word of God

2. The Only Begotten from the Father

3. The True Light or the Light of the World

4. The Lamb of God

5. The Bread of Life

6. The Living Water (the Holy Spirit)

7. The I Am

8. The Door

9. The Good Shepherd

10. The Son of God

11. Master and Lord

12. The Resurrection and the Life

13. The Way, the Truth and the Life

14. The Vine

15. The King of the Jews

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-23 

The Testimony of Jesus Christ Himself- The Gospel of John closes in chapter 21with the fifth testimony, that of Jesus calling His disciples, and us, to follow Him. Therefore, after hearing the witness of four others testifying of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have Jesus making a personal and final call to follow Him. Thus, this section closes with Jesus Christ saying, "Follow thou me," ( John 21:22).

Jesus' Call to Peter to Follow Him- To support the third imperative theme of following Christ in the Gospel of John , we are given the story of how Jesus reconciles Peter back to Himself and to his calling as an apostle. Discouragement had caused Peter to lose focus of his calling and his vision. This had caused Peter to lead some of the other disciples back into their old lifestyle of fishing. 

Jesus appeared to His disciples by the seashore for the particular purpose of restoring Peter's confidence in his calling as an apostle, as well as those apostles who followed him fishing. Sometimes Peter and the apostles received this divine visitation because of disobedience, not because they were walking in faith in Christ's resurrection. God gives us a supernatural vision or divine visitation for the purpose of anchoring our souls for difficult times to come. This visitation from Jesus served to get Peter out of the fishing boat and back into his calling as an apostle of Jesus Christ. It also served to anchor his soul for the difficult life of an apostle, especially Peter's martyrdom, which Jesus refers to in John 21:18-19.

Just as Peter sat by the fire in the Roman courtyard and denied His Master, now Peters sits by another fireside again to declare his loyalty. In this process of restoration Jesus uses the principle of association. As human beings, we are created to recall events in the past when we are placed in similar surroundings or circumstances. Thus, Jesus prepared a fire for Peter in order to bring him back to his point of pain and then restore and heal his inner man. In this manner, Jesus gave Peter a chance to Revelation -declare his loyalty to the Savior. 

Jesus used another principle of association during this time. He did this by asking Peter and those with him to cast their nets on the right side of the boat. As they pulled in a multitude of fish, this would have reminded Peter of the day when Jesus first called him by the Sea of Galilee after a similar catch of fish ( Luke 5:1-11). Thus, Peter was brought back to his calling and his falling away by the miraculous catch of fish and by the fireside as a method of restoring him.

Why did Jesus use the analogy of a shepherd and his sheep in restoring Peter to his calling? Remember that Jesus had taught them in John 10:11-12, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. He that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep." Peter would clearly associate his own flight from his Master during his arrest and trial and crucifixion with the hireling fleeing when danger approaches. Peter would associate his calling as a shepherd as one who is willing to give his life for the sheep. Throughout his ministry, Peter will forever remember this analogy. In fact, Peter will refer to Jesus as the chief Shepherd two times in one of his epistles ( 1 Peter 2:25; 1 Peter 5:4).

1 Peter 2:25, "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls."

1 Peter 5:4, "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."

This is why, after Peter's calling is reestablished ( John 21:15-17), Jesus had to address the sacrifice that comes with such a divine calling ( John 21:18-22). He had previously taught them that they must be willing to lose their lives if they were to save it. In Luke 17:33 He said, "Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it." Of all of the disciples, only Peter and John followed Jesus into His trial. Peter had followed Him into the courtyard, but when confronted with his identity, he had denied any association with Him in order to save his own life. In contrast, John was willing to risk his life and followed Jesus all of the way to Calvary. However, when Peter realized that he had denied Jesus three times, his guilt drove him away and he forsook Jesus. John alone followed Jesus to the Cross. 

It is possible that John's willingness to die out of love for His Master is the very reason that he alone lived to be an old man. In contrast, those who left Jesus in fear of their lives are the ones who suffered death as a martyr. In our lived, the Lord wants our willingness to lay down our lives for Him, not that we will always have to do Song of Solomon , but He wants to know our love and devotion to Him. In turn, He rewards most abundantly those who are most willing to give up their lives, just as He rewarded John the apostle.

John's Version of the Great Commission - John 21:1-23 serves as John's version of the Great Commission. However, we find that each of the Evangelists ends his Gospel with a commission. A careful study reveals that each commission is based upon the structural theme of its particular Gospel. The theme of Matthew is the coming of the King to establish the Kingdom of Heaven and lay down the doctrine of the Kingdom. Jesus does this in Matthew's Gospel by delivering five major discourses, which establishes the structure of this Gospel. As a result, Jesus commissions His disciples to go and teach, or disciple, all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe His commandments, or doctrines, laid down in Matthew's Gospel. This commission best reflects the office and ministry of the teacher in the five-fold ministry.

In contrast, the commission that closes Mark's Gospel emphasizes the preaching of the Gospel with signs following. This is because Mark is structured around the proclamation of the Gospel with miracles accompanying it. Jesus tells His disciples in Mark to preach the Gospel and promised them that signs and miracles would accompany their preaching. This commission best reflects the office and ministry of the evangelist in the five-fold ministry.

The structural theme of Luke's Gospel is the collection of verifiable eyewitness accounts as to the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a result, Jesus commands His disciples to be witnesses of these events by preaching the Gospel to all nations beginning at Jerusalem ( Luke 24:47), and to tarry in Jerusalem unto they be endued with power on high ( Luke 24:49). He is making a clear reference to the contents of the book of Acts and establishes its structural theme. Since the Gospel of Luke does not reach this goal of spreading the Gospel, (this is why Luke's commission seems incomplete) we must rely upon an additional volume to fulfill our Lord's commission. The book of Acts opens with the fulfillment of power coming from on high and closes with the fulfillment of the spread of the Gospel to Greco-Roman world. Thus, Luke clearly links these two writings in an unmistakable way through this commission.

The structural theme of John's Gospel is the five-fold testimony of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. John's Gospel reveals His deity with the testimony of the Father, of John the Baptist, of Jesus' miracles, by the fulfillment of Old Testament Scriptures and finally in the last chapter by the testimony of Jesus Himself. This is why John's commission is simply, "Come, follow Me." This commission best reflects the office and ministry of the pastor in the five-fold ministry.

Jesus' Prophecies Concerning Peter and John - In John 21:18-23 Jesus gives a prophecy of Peter's death by martyrdom and of the long life of John. Church history tells us that Peter died a martyr at the hands of Nero in Rome around A.D 64-66. Some say that he was crucified upside down. In contrast, church tradition says that John the apostle is the only one of the original apostles that did not die as a martyr. He is said to have lived to be about one hundred years old and oversaw the churches of Asia Minor during the latter part of his life. He is the only disciple that followed Jesus Christ all the way to the Cross, signifying that he too was willing to give his life for his Master. All of the others fled and Peter denied Him. It is possible that John's willingness to die out of love for His Master is the very reason that he alone lived to be an old man. In contrast, those who left Jesus in fear of their lives are the ones who suffered death as a martyr. In our lived, the Lord wants our willingness to lay down our lives for Him, not that we will always have to do Song of Solomon , but He wants to know our love and devotion to Him. In turn, He rewards most abundantly those who are most willing to give up their lives, just as He rewarded John the apostle.

This prophecy of Peter's death by martyrdom would be the ultimate display of his love and devotion to Jesus Christ. Peter would have to mature in the faith in order to be willing to make such a great sacrifice. Within the context of John 21:15-23, where Jesus restores Peter to a commitment to forsake all and follow Him, Jesus tells Peter of his death to assure him that he will one day pay the ultimate sacrifice of love.

John 21:1 — Comments- John 21:1; John 21:14 speak of Jesus manifesting Himself to them in this particular way.

John 21:3 — Comments- Peter decided to do what he used to do before Jesus called him. We can imagine how a married man like Peter felt pressure to meet his financial needs. He used his reasoning to conclude that he needed to return to his former trade. The others followed. Note in verse 4how eager Peter must have been to see Him again. Jesus did not want Peter to go back to his old lifestyle. 

John 21:4 — "But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore" - Comments- Jesus was also standing along the shoreline when He first called His disciples to follow Him ( Matthew 4:18-20.). Some time had passed from the time that Jesus entered Galilee preaching the Gospel ( Mark 1:14) until Peter"s calling ( John 1:35-51). The disciples had been with Jesus for a period before He called them to forsake all and follow Him ( John 1:14-22).

Matthew 4:18-20, "And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him."

Mark 1:14, "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,"

John 21:4 — "but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus" - Comments- The disciples failed to recognize Jesus at first in a number of recorded appearances following His resurrection ( Matthew 28:17, Mark 16:12, Luke 24:16; Luke 24:37, John 20:14; John 21:4).

Matthew 28:17, "And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted."

Mark 16:12, "After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country."

Luke 24:16, "But their eyes were holden that they should not know him."

Luke 24:37, "But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit."

John 20:14, "And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus."

John 21:4, "But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus."

John 21:5 — Comments - Jesus asked His disciples if they had caught any fish. In the U.S, if two fishermen meet on the lake, the first exchange of communication is usually a question of how many fish have been caught.

John 21:6 — Comments- This miraculous catch of fish is similar to the miracle in Luke 5:1-11. This is one reason that Peter quickly recognized that it was Jesus, because Peter had received this miracle once before. Thus, Peter says in verse 7, "It is the Lord." Note that John and James were with Peter in Luke 5:1-11, and they probably were in this story (see verse 10).

John 21:6 — Comments - Andrew Wommack notes that any fisherman knows if there were no fish on one side of the boat, then there are certainly no fish on the other side. 299]

299] Andrew Wommack, "Sermon," Andrew Wommack Bible Conference, Kampala, Uganda, 3June 2010.

John 21:9 — Comments - Jesus was by Himself on the shores of Galilee. Therefore, one must ask where Jesus obtained the fish and bread. He came from Heaven to earth to appear to His disciples and instruct them. The Scriptures offer no explanation as to how He obtained this food because it is not relevant to the message of this final chapter of John's Gospel.

Jesus will use a fire of coals by the Sea of Tiberias and a meal of fish and bread to minister to Peter and help him reconcile three denials of the Saviour. Such a setting will automatically bring Peter back to the fire of coals the night he denied Jesus. Many of us have been hurt emotionally, and we find certain places difficult to return and visit because it stirs up painful memories. By the Sea of Tiberias Jesus takes Peter back to the fire of coals in order to bring him through a healing process.

John 18:18, "And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself."

John 21:10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.
John 21:11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.
John 21:11 — "an hundred and fifty and three" - Comments - There have been many speculations as to why John records the number of fish caught in the new. For example, Grant Jeffery suggests that this number represents the actual number of people whom Jesus ministered to during his 3-years of earthly ministry. In other words, if you count the number of people in the four Gospel whom Jesus healed or ministered to, it would add up to one hundred fifty-three (153). Therefore, this number represents Jesus' concern for and remembrance of each person that He encountered. 300] Nizar Shaheen, an Arab Christian, suggests that the Hebrew letters in the words "I am God" add up to one hundred fifty-three (153). In my study, I have found that it is possible to add up the letters ( אלהים ואני) "and I (am) God" so that they equal the number one hundred fifty-three (153). 301] John Hagee suggests the recording of this exact number simply points to the fact that God knows everyone who will come to Jesus for salvation. He knows who will be saved and who will not. 302]

300] Grant R. Jeffery, interviewed by Benny Hinn (This is Your Day), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

301] Nizar Shaheen (Light for All Nations), interviewed on "Praise the Lord," on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

302] John Hagee, John Hagee Today (San Antonio, Texas: John Hagee Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 22July 2009.

John 21:11 — Comments - The fish could have been counted before or after breakfast. Why count the fish, even before breakfast? Perhaps to emphasize to the disciples the vast multitudes which they had caught with the unbroken nets, thus strengthening their faith. This fits the context of the verse, which says "there were so many, yet was not the net broken."

Illustration - In June 2010 to July 2011my family and I took a furlough in the U.S. after serving in the African mission field for thirteen years. My wife and I took a break from a busy schedule and spent time with our families in our home town. During this year, the Lord gave us three vehicles: a van, a car, and a truck. In addition, the Lord gave us a home that was paid for through the decease of my mother, as my siblings worked together to allow me to take ownership of her estate. When we were asked to return to the mission field, my wife and I discussed the fact that we had been so blessed, how could we say no to serving the Lord. He had given us an abundance of provision, and we were overflowing with His blessings. We learned that it is not a problem for God to give us material possessions. However, the greatest blessing in life is being in God's will. Just as Jesus gave these disciples an abundance of fish to let them know His divine provision, and to show them the greater calling of forsaking all and following Him, so did the Lord teach us a similar lesson. 

John 21:13 — Comments - This meal was similar to the feeding of the five thousand and the four thousand men, and to the Lord's Supper. 

John 21:15 — Comments - Jesus is asking Peter if he loved Him more than Peter loved fishing. Note that Peter had departed ( υπάγω) to fish. Jesus wanted Peter to fish for men from now on.

Or perhaps, Jesus is asking Peter if he loves Him more than the other disciples love Jesus because Peter is having to deal with his recent denial of Jesus.

Matthew 26:33-35, "Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples."

Mark 14:29, "But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I."

Luke 22:32, "But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren."

Obviously, this event must have reminded Peter of Matthew 4:18-20 and Mark 1:14-22 years before.

Matthew 4:18-20, "And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and followed him."

John 21:17 — "And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee" - Comments - Jesus knew all things and even told Peter that he would deny Him three times before the cock crowed. Peter acknowledged that Jesus knew that he would deny his Master, and Peter confirms that, despite his denial, he still loved Him. 

John 21:15-17 — Comments - Word Study- Vine says the fact that βοσκω, which literally means "to feed or to nourish," and which he believes refers to the feeding of the Word of God, is repeated twice is to show that feeding the Word to the flock "is to have the foremost place." He says the Greek word ποιμαίνω means, "to act as a shepherd." He says this "tending (which includes [feeding the Word of God]) consists of other Acts , of discipline, authority, restoration, and material assistance of individuals."

John 21:18 — "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest" - Comments - Peter had stood up the evening before and said he was going fishing, influencing six other disciples to do the same. He had just girded himself and jumped into the lake to swim to Jesus. This statement represents the fact that Peter was pursuing his own interests in life.

John 21:18 — "thou shalt stretch forth thy hands" - Comments - This is a reference to someone guiding Peter. The fish were also gathered together and brought out of the sea against their desire.

John 21:18 — Comments - Christian Maturity Requires A Narrow Walk- In John 13:38 Jesus foretold Peter of his denial of his Lord the night of His arrest and trial by saying, "Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice." Peter knew that he had behaved in an immature manner that night. Now, Jesus tells Peter in John 21:18 that one day Peter would grow up and give his life for Christ just as he had seen his Master giving His own life to the Father's will. Peter will mature in the faith. In Hebrews 5:11-14 Paul rebukes the Hebrews for not being more mature in their faith and lifestyle. As a father, I give my small children a lot of room to misbehave. However, as a boss on my Job , I am much more restrictive to my employees, simply because I expect an adult to behave differently than my children. This is what Paul is telling his readers in Hebrews 5:11-14. As we grow in the Lord, our journey becomes more and more narrow. We are required to walk the straight and narrow path. Jesus told Peter, "When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not." ( John 21:18) In other words, when Peter was young, he could a lot of things that he wanted to do, but as he became old, he had to relinquish his will to others. His journey became straight and narrow. Church tradition tells us he was crucified upside down as a martyr for his Saviour. So it is in our Christian life as we mature in the Lord.

God Often Prepares Us to face the Difficulties in the Future- God always prepares us for difficulties that will take place in the future by giving us words to strengthen us and to prepare us for that time and season. In John 21:19 Jesus gives Peter a prophecy about his later years in which he will endure much suffering. This is told Peter to prepare him and to strengthen him for this event. Thus, Peter understood that he was not a failure, but would one day follow in the steps of Jesus Christ. 

In the same way God gave Mary words through the prophet Simeon that would one day serve to strengthen her during the most difficult moment in her life, which was the crucifixion of her beloved Son on Calvary. 

Luke 2:35, "(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

Peter Accepted to Suffer for Christ in His Life and Death- The apostle Peter was the most vocal apostle of Jesus Christ in opposing the Saviour's announcement about the need to suffer on the Cross and be resurrected the third day. He was the most violent in fighting against those who had come to seize His Lord by cutting off the ear of the servant of the high priest in the Garden of Gethsemane. We now move forward about thirty-four years in Peter's ministry, towards the end of his life, and we find ourselves in Peter's first epistle as he explains suffering from the Saviour's standpoint, and no longer his own, immature view that opposed such persecutions. He will be testifying in 1Peter of the need to endure such suffering for the kingdom's sake, just as His Master testified to him on several occasions before His Passion. This apostle of circumcision had to go through a transformation into maturity in order to fulfill Jesus' words to him as a young man about Peter's impending suffering, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not." ( John 21:18) Early Church tradition tells us that Peter followed His Master in the ultimate sacrifice for his faith, being crucified upside down at the hands of the madman Nero, the Emperor of Rome. The epistle of 1Peter will take us on this very same journey of maturity and perseverance that Peter choose to take if we will decide to submit to God's divine plan of election for our lives. It is a message of submission and suffering in light of our future blessed hope of a certain heavenly reward.

John 21:19 — "This spake Hebrews , signifying by what death he should glorify God" - Comments - At the Last Supper, Peter told Jesus that he would lay down his life for the Lord, to which Jesus replied by telling Peter he would deny Him by the next morning ( John 13:36-38). On the shore of the Lake of Galilee Jesus appeared to some of the disciples after His resurrection and takes Peter through a restoration process of thrice telling Him that he loved the Lord. Jesus then reveals to Peter that he will in fact lay down his life, as Peter offered to do before the Passion. Peter's death would glorify God, as Jesus' death did. The early Church fathers tell us that Peter was crucified upside down during the reign of Nero, fearing to copy the death of Jesus Christ. (See Hippolytus, 303] Peter of Alexandria, 304] Lactantius, 305] Eusebius, 306]Jerome, 307] Prudentius, 308] Augustine. 309]) Thus, Jesus told Peter, "Thou shalt follow me afterwards." ( John 13:36-38)

303] Hippolytus tells us the tradition that was handed down to him, which describes Peter's widespread apostolic ministry as well as his death at the hands of Nero in Rome, "Peter preached the Gospel in Pontus, and Galatia, and Cappadocia, and Betania, and Italy, and Asia, and was afterwards crucified by Nero in Rome with his head downward, as he had himself desired to suffer in that manner." (The Extant Works and Fragments of Hippolytus, Pt 249: On the Twelve Apostles Where Each of Them Preached, and Where He Met His End)

304] Peter, bishop of Alexandria, tells us that Peter and Paul were martyred in the city of Rome, "Thus, Peter, the preferred of the apostles, having been apprehended and imprisoned often and disgraced, was later crucified in Rome. And the preferred Paul, often handed over and being endangered unto death, many times indeed having contended and boasted in much persecution and affliction, in the same city also he himself was beheaded with a sword." (Epistola Canonica, canon 9) (author's translation) (PG 18484D-485A)

305] Lactantius tells us that Peter ministered in Rome, where he was crucified and Paul killed, "And while Nero reigned, the Apostle Peter came to Rome, and, through the power of God committed unto him, wrought certain miracles, and, by turning many to the true religion, built up a faithful and stedfast temple unto the Lord… He [Nero] it was who first persecuted the servants of God; he crucified Peter, and slew Paul…" (Of the Manner in Which the Persecutors Died 2) (ANF 7)

306] Eusebius, citing Origen, writes, "Peter appears to have preached﻿ in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Asia to the Jews of the dispersion. And at last, having come to Rome, he was crucified head-downwards;﻿ for he had requested that he might suffer in this way." (Ecclesiastical History 312) Eusebius quotes Tertullian to say that Peter was crucified under Nero, "It Isaiah , therefore, recorded that Paul was beheaded in Rome itself, and that Peter likewise was crucified under Nero. This account of Peter and Paul is substantiated by the fact that their names are preserved in the cemeteries of that place even to the present day." (Ecclesiastical History 2255)

307] Jerome tells us that Peter died around A.D 68 on the same day as Paul. "He then, in the fourteenth year of Nero on the same day with Peter, was beheaded at Rome for Christ"s sake and was buried in the Ostian way, the twenty-seventh year after our Lord"s passion." (Lives of Illustrious Men 5)

308] Prudentius writes, "First the sentence of doom carried off Peter, when under the orders of Nero it was commanded that he should hang on a high tree. But Hebrews , because he feared to court the glory of his great Master by emulating the honour of being lifted up to die, insisted that they should set his head down, his feet upwards, so that the top of his head should look towards the bottom of the post. So he had his hands fastened below and his feet towards the top, his spirit nobler in proportion to the humbling posture." (Crowns of Martyrdom 12) See Prudentius II, trans. H. J. Thomson, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1953), 323-325.

309] St Augustine writes, "One day is assigned for the celebration of the martyrdom of the two Apostles. But those two were one. Although their martyrdom occurred on different days, they were one. Peter went first, Paul followed. We celebrate this feast day which is made sacred for us by the blood of these Apostles." (Sermon 2957-8) (PL 38 Colossians 1352). See "Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI," (Basilica of St Paul Outside-the-Walls, Thursday, 28 June 2007) [on-line]; accessed 19 April 2010; available from http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom 20070628_vespri_en.html; Internet.

John 13:36-38, "Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards. Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice."

John 21:22 — "what is that to thee? follow thou me" - Comments - In the 1950"s, when Bob Nichols, current pastor of Calvary Cathedral of Fort Worth, Texas, was a Bible student at Southwestern Bible School (Waxahachie, Texas), a great healing evangelist named Jack Cole died. As the students on that campus were in mourning, he went to prayer about such a great loss. The Lord spoke to him this simple phrase, "What is that to thee? Follow thou me!" For Bob Nichols, the matter of mourning was settled. He was to look ahead.

John 21:22 — Comments - Jesus began His ministry immediately after His water baptism by calling Peter and Andrew to follow Him to the place where He was living. The Gospel of John closes with a similar call to Peter by asking Him to follow His Master into a life of ministry and sacrifice, even unto death.



Verse 24-25 

The Epilogue of John the Apostle - The final two verses of John's Gospel serves as an epilogue which summarizes and concludes the five-fold testimony that he has written about in this book.

John 21:24 — Comments - Everett F. Harrison says the plural "we" used in John 21:24 most likely refers to a group of leaders over the churches in Asia Minor, perhaps even the church in Ephesus, who encouraged John to write his Gospel. 310] 

310] Everett F. Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, c 1964, 1971), 218.

In the Lugandan language of Uganda, East Africa, it is customary to convert the first person singular pronoun "I" into the plural form "we" during the course of a conversation. This is because in many less developed societies people still have strong family bonds and social bonds, which make them think as a group rather than as an individual. In contrast, we in America love our independence and think of ourselves as an individual who makes independent decisions separate from a group. However, the opposite is true in many societies. John was probably writing his epilogue with the mindset of strong social bonds, especially within the church.

Comments - The Gospel of John is a testimony of Jesus as the Son of God. 

John 21:25 — "And there are also many other things which Jesus did" - Comments - This statement reveals that John was clearly selective in choosing the miracles that he did record in this Gospel. John appears to have chosen miracles that bear witness the most to Jesus as the Son of God sent from the Father.

